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PREFATORY NOTE. 

The present volume on the Gbeat Social Evil em- 
bodies the results of personal observation and study of the 
subject, extending over many years. As stated in the 
Introduction, I published a pamphlet on the same question 
in 1843. In the course of a few days, the first edition of 
1000 copies was sold ; this was followed by a second of 
2000 copies; after which a third edition of 4000 was issued; 
in a short time, however, the pamphlet was out of print* 
Since then I have been frequently requested to reproduce it, 
but felt reluctant to plunge again into the uninviting and 
appalling theme. As attention, however, is now being more 
generally directed to the question, I have thought that good 
might result from my again publishing on the subject, and 
in a more enlarged form. 

In addition to notes of personal investigation regarding 
the evH in different cities and towns in the United King- 
dom, this volume contains official and other communications, 
with original and selected contributions by able writers, all 
bearing on the causes and extent of prostitution, the results 
which it produces, and the means which might be advan- 
tageously employed for its prevention and suppression. This 
exposure of the evil may, it is hoped, in addition to other 
services, tend to give juster views of the whole bearings of 
this perplexing question, and lead to more energetic and en-, 
lightened effort in the way of dealing successfully with the 
problems which it involves. 

To Colonel Henderson, C.B., of the Metiropolitan Police ; 
Major Greig, C.B., of the Liverpool Police; Chief Constable 
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M*Call, of the Glasgow Police; Superintendent Dewar, of 
the Greenock Police, and other Police Officials in different 
parts of the kingdom, I feel deeply indebted for the coni- 
mnnications with which I have been favoured, relating to the 
present extent of Prostitution, and for the statistical infor^ 
mation, from authentic sources, which they have enabled me 
to lay before the public. I have also gratefully to record my 
acknowledgments to several authors, publishers, and others, 
through whose kindness I have been permitted to enrich my 
pages with so many valuable contributions. I fee! specially 
indebted to the Rev. Dr. John S. Wardlaw, Principal of the 
Mission College, St. John's Wood, London, for his kindness 
in allowing me to quote from the Lectures of his honoured 
father, and to the family of the late Professor Miller of 
Edinburgh University, for the liberty afforded me of giving 
his views, originally published in the Edinburgh Medical 
Journal, 

Owing to the interest excited in the recent discussions 
regarding the operations of the Contagious Diseases Acts, 
which have a direct bearing on the subject of this volume, it 
has been deemed advisable to indicate briefly the views of 
several Members of the House of Commons, and of the Rev. 
Dr. Robert Buchanan, on this important question. 

I now submit these pages to the public, in the hope that 
they may be regarded as embodying some facts that require 
to be known in regard to the Social Evil, and that the views 
and suggestions indicated may prove useful and practical 
to zealous workers engaged in the suppression of this wide- 
spread vice and the reclamation of its miserable victims. 

W. L. 

Glasgow, April, 1871. 
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INTRODUCTORY. 



Ik Marcli, 1843, I published a forty-eiglit page pamphlet, 
entitled '^An Exposure of Female Prostitution in London, 
Leeds, Kochdale, and especially in Glasgow ; witli Kemarks 
on the Causes, Extent, Results, and Bemedy of the Evil." 

The following is a copy of the inscription : — Inscribed, to 
Christians, for awaking their zeal : to parents and guard- 
ianSy for increasing their watchfulness : to youths for their 
warning: to profligate men, for their terror: and to the 
unhappy females themselves, for assuring them that though 
their wickedness is abhorred, there are those who commiserate 
their wretchedness, and are ready to lend a helping hand to 
the penitent. 

The Rev. Dr. "William Anderson, of John Street United 
Presbyterian Church, Glasgow, furnished the following 
introductory recommendation : — ^As a young man, publishing 
on*a subject of such delicacy, Mr. Logan has requested of me 
a short introduction to his readera. I comply with his 
request willingly, at the risk though it be of sharing the 
odium which will be heaped on him, not only by the guilty 
whose crimes and villanies he exposes, but by some pro- 
fessing Christians ia whose affected or false delicacy there is 
a betraying of the cause of virtua — I therefore assure al4 
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with whom my word has any weight, that Mr. Logan is a 
person of long-tried zeal and integrity; and that whereyer 
he narrates any thing as having come under his personal 
observation, his statement of the facta may be relied on with 
the utmost confidence. My principal object is to give the 
above assurance to the public of the excellence of Mr. 
Logan's character; but without committing myself to an 
approval of all Mr. Logan's expressions and details, I feel no 
hesitation in expressing my conviction that his " Exposure " 
will benefit the cause of pure morality. Some of the facts 
are disgusting beyond any perhaps ever published ; but it is 
precisely in this that the chief merit of the publication lies, 
as calculated to create a deep loathing of the worse than 
bi*utal system ; — ^when at the same time there is not a scene 
revealed from which even the most corrupt imagination can 
receive any incentive to sin. The public needed such an 
exposure to let them know what atrocities as well as de- 
baucheries are being practised in our city.— 'Glasgow, March^ 
1843. 

The following important note from the late and much 
lamented E.ichard Cobden, M.P., accompanied the third 
edition : — 

London, 17th March, 1843. — Dear Sir, — I have read 
with mournful interest the tract you have been so good as to 
forward to me upon Prostitution. — ^It is indeed a most 
melancholy picture of the degradation of the better portion 
of our species. You have had the raxe merit of succeeding 
in portraying this evil in all its nakedness, and yet have not 
said a word to raise an impure thought ; indeed, I can hardly 
imagine a greater antidote for yoimg minds than your tract. 
Accept my thanks for your efforts in the cause of humanity, 
— And I am, dear Sir, yours faithfully, Bichard Cobden. 
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' It affords me much pleasure to be able to insert the fol- 
lowing note from Cburkson, the late venerable and well- 
known advocate of N^ro Emancipation. Independently of 
other considerationfl^ the note is interesting as evincing how 
the philanthropic spirit of the octogenarian burned in its 
desires to have human wretchedness and crime reduced, in 
whatever direction they might appear. The original is an 
autograph : — 

Flayford Hall, May 5, 1843.— Sib,— I am very ill at this 
time, and am now fast declining in the 84th year of my age, 
being almost worn out in body and mind^ from a laborious 
devotion of 59 years to our sacred cause, so that I am 
ordered totally to withdraw mjseUtrom all future carrespon- 
denee on the ajFairs of the present world. I can write to you 
therefore but a very few words on the subject of your 
valuable book, which has been read to me to-day, for I am 
too blind to read it mysell It lays open a scene of misery 
and vice, which is most appalling, and which ought to be 
better known, that people may take an interest in its sup- 
pression. It is a crying eviL No one can read the account, 
who has but a single spark of humanity in him, who does 
not feel his frame shaken. But how to get rid of the evil 
18 the question. I fear that till men are made morally better 
than they are at present, or till they have some more serious 
notions of religion, they will still go on in the old course — 
but yet I think Parliament can do something in the way of 
checking the evil, and no two better measures can be sug- 
gested to them, than the Jirst and second proposed by your- 
self in p. 34 — but I am nearly tired with writing the little I 
liave done, and I am trespassing in writing to you at all; but 
I did not like your letter to go unnoticed on account of the 
great importance of the subject, and without expressing to- 
the writer how highly I appreciate his exertions, and how 
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I regret, from the weak and sliattered * state in whidi I now 
aft, that I am prevented 'from Tendering him any frirtber 
assistance on the subject.— I am, Sir, yours truly, Thokas 
Clabkso^ » 

The Right Hon. 0. "P. Villiers, M.P., in s note of. 2d 
May, 1843, says :— Dp^ S19, — Ihave read the pamphlet you 
itSLYQ hfid the kindness to send me. I have read it with 
great interest, and shpcidng as i/he details are that you 
narrate, it is impo*ssible to dpubj^^hat you render a service to 
humanity by their publication. It is the first step essential to 
the check t>f such ti mass of misery and crime. Xhanking you 
for the favour of forwarding me the copy, — I remain, dear 
Sir, very faithftdly yours, C. P. Yilliebs. 

Douglas Jenfeld also favoured me with the following 
note: — ^West Lodge, Putney, London, Jan. 27, 1845. — 
Dear Sir, I had already read your valuable and earnest 
pamphlet, and am happy to have the opportunity of thank- 
ing its author for the mournful interest which it excited in 
me. The picture drawn in it is so terrible, but its exhibition 
must do great good. That any literary exertions of mine 
should meet with the sympathy and approval of men, im- 
pressed like yourself for the alleviation of infirm and wrcmged 
humanity, is the best and most sufficing reward. — ^Yours 
sincerely, Douglas Jebbold. 

The venerable James Sigston, who had taken an active 
part for more than thirty years in the Leeds Guardian Society 
for fallen women, writes as follows, in a note to myself, of 
date. May, 1854 : — ^Having been a member of the Guardian 
Society from its commencement in 1821, I have had many 
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opportunities of liitening to the painful circumstances of 
those unhappy females, and my opinion is, that in general the 
men are the most guilty parties ; and I am sony that the 
law does not allow magistrates to punish them as they 
deserve. 

In May, 1843, I received the following valuable letter 
from the then Governor of Millbank Penitentiary for Con- 
victs, London : — 

Deab Sir, — ^I have to acknowledge the receipt of your 
pamphlet, which I have read with painful interest, and for 
which I am much obliged. I heartily agree with you in 
desiring a remedy for this wide-spreading and desolating 
vica The diseased state of public morals, as r^ards the 
male sex, is no doubt the most comprehensive cause of the 
evil 88 well as the chief obstacle to any practical attempt to 
put it down. Could we but raise the standard of morality 
among men to that which is established among the respect- 
able portion of the other sex, it would at once afford the most 
extensive facilities to the discovery and application of proper 
correctives. But benevolent reformers now feel checked by 
the consciousness that the wealthy, and influential, and 
respectable portion of the male community, from the Senate 
to the shop, labour under the deadening effects of early par- 
ticipation in the sin and of a false estimate of its real char- 
acter. Hence, any grave proposal of a radical reform in this 
department of public morals would be encountered to a 
certainty with mockery, prejudice, selfishness, sophistry, and 
oormpt hostility in various shapes. I say not this to dis- 
courage effort, but if effort is to be made in the cause of 
virtue it is not the less likely to succeed from calculating 
well beforehand the difficulties to be expected. 

With reference to your enumeration of the causes of prosti- 

B 
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tution, yoTi appear to me to have omitted one which my exper- 
ience in this place has led me to look upon as very common. 
I mean that young girls are to a great extent led into the 
vile trade not by men but by other females. The case seems 
to be this — Poor families live in low neighbourhoods where 
their children form an acquaintance in the streets with girls 
of the town living near them. They get familiar with them, 
and this familiarity not only blunts the moral sense but 
renders them too willing to join in their evil courses. It 
thus becomes one step from this acquaintance to regular 
prostitution. Another source of prostitution is, I think, the 
wayward and vicious inclination of many gij*ls themselves, 
who greedily plunge into the sin. Keligion, morality, 
decency, call loudly for some truly Christian legislation on 
the subject. Have you ever visited our Universities ? There 
our legislators are brought up. But what effectual bar is 
there opposed to their own criminality ? It used to be a 
practice for proctors to visit the houses of ill-fame, and if 
they found young men, to inflict some mild punishment 
such as obliging them to learn a number of Latin verses by 
heart; but the houses were suffered to remain, and, of 
course, the trade was briskly carried on. I have been 
shocked in attending a Police Court in London, to hear an 
old woman who kept a brothel, with the utmost self-com- 
placency giving her evidence against a girl charged with 
robbing a man at her house of a sovereign. The man who 
was robbed and the old woman (both parties to the sin) 
escape ; the unfortunate girl alone suffers, and is sentenced 
to transportation. Now, can any one say that the old 
woman who kept such a house did not much more deserve 
to be transported 1 I wish much that something could be 
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In common with those who have taken an interest in the 
restoration of fallen women, I have not only received 
many interesting communications, but have often been 
intrusted with forwarding letters to their friends. In July, 
1839, I met in one of the higher class brothels in Leeds, a 
tall, intelligent, good-looking girl, who had four days 
previously left her native city, a few miles distant. From a 
letter addressed to her sister, 'a copy of which in her own 
plain hand-writing I have in my possession, I cull the 
following sentences: — 

* *0 my dear sister, I would beg of you to forgive your Elizabeth for 
all her ungratefulness towards you : you have been a mother to me 
ever since I can remember. O that I had never transgressed, for 
the thoughts of the past add bitterness to my soul. Beheve me, I 
am truly sorry for whatever uneasiness you have had on my account, 
which I am sure you have felt very keenly. Two missionaries 
called at the place where I was lodging, and after asking me a few 
questions, promised to look into my case. I was greatly surprised 
to see one of the missionaries and a lady* come to the house the 
same afternoon, and they offered to take me that night to the 
Probationary Penitentiary, which I at once took advantage of ; and, 
bless the Lord, I am here yet a hving monument of His loving- 
kindness and tender mercy, to me the chief of sinners. I can truly 
say with Isaiah, 'Though Tho:i wast angry with me, Thine anger is 
turned away, and Thou comfortest me.' And if you will only write 
to me I shall let you know what I have been doing since nine 
months after my poor father's death till now. I fully hope and 
trust that the Lord wUl touch your heart with sisterly feelings of 
humanity towards me. I know you have felt for me with the 
feelings of a mother. I was once as unlikely to turn unsteady as 
your Httle Mary Ann, when I was at home with my dear father, 
enjoying his caresses." — The sister acted a kindly part towards her, 
and she was soon sent home. 

*The venerable Mrs. Baker, of Hanover Square, now gone to her 
blessed rest and reward — a true moral heroine, who took a lively interest 
not only in the reclamation of her erring sisters, but in every good work. 




NECESSITY FOR INTESTI6ATIXG THE SUBJECT. 

The subject of Prostitution, though a delicate and difficult 
one, is, nevertheless, of paramount importance to every in- 
telligent friend of the human family. It has been far too 
much neglected by the Christian moralist. 

The Rev. Dr. "Wardlaw in his " Lectures on Female Pro- 
stitution," delivered and published, by special request, in 
Glasgow, in 1842, observes in his opening address : — 

The subject is one of great ddioacy and difficulty. The 
latter arises, in part, from the former. It is impossible to 
speak of it at all, — and especially to enter into it with any 
minuteness of detail, without using phraseology, and bringing 
forward statements, from which the ear and the feelings of 
virtuous purity recoiL And the very hearing of these, it 
may be alleged, is in danger of conveying a taint, especially 
to the youiiiful mind, and of introducing associations there, 
which might not otherwise find admission, and from which 
it were better kept free. — But there is another view of the 
case. As the difficulty is almost insurmoimtable of keeping 
these subjects jfrom the minds of youth, the question comes 
to be one of surpassing consequence, whether they are to be 
brought before them by the friends of vice, or by the friends 
of virtue, — whether invested with all their tempting fasci- 
nations, or stripped of their allurements, and in their true 
character of moral loathsomeness, and wretched and damn- 
ing tendencies. 

The Rev. Henry Ward Beecher, in a series of Lectures to 
Yoimg Men, re-published in Britain in 1851, devotes one to 
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" The Strange Woman," from which I quote the following 
striking passages : — 

Surely one cannot declare the whole cotuisel of God, and 
leave out a subject which is interwoven with almost every 
chapter of the Bible. So inveterate is the prejudice against 
introducing into the pulpit the subject of licentiousness, that 
ministers of the Gospel, knowing the vice to be singularly 
dangerous and frequent, have yet by silence almost com- 
plete, or broken only by circuitous allusions, manifested their 
submission to the popular taste. That vice upon which it 
has pleased God to be more explicit and full than upon 
any other ; against which he uttered his voice upon Sinai, 
Thou shcUt not commit adtUtery ; upon which the lawgiver, 
Moses, legislated with boldness ; which Judges condemned ; 
upon which the venerable Prophets spake oft and again ; 
against which Christ with singular directness and plainness 
uttered the purity of religion ; and upon which He inspired 
Paul to discourse to the Corinthians, and to almost every 
primitive church ; this subject, upon which the Bible does 
not so much speak as thunder — ^not by a single bolt, but 
peal after peal — ^we are solemnly warned not to introduce 
into the pulpit ! . . . 

Another difficulty exists, in the criminal fastidiousness 
of the community upon this subject. This is the counterfeit 
of delicacy. It resembles it less .than paste-jewels do the 
pure pearl. Where delicacy, the atmosphere of a pure heart, 
is lost, or never was had, a substitute is sought, and is found 
in formes of delicacy, not in its feelings. It is a delicacy of 
exterior, of etiquette, of show, of rules ; not of thought^ not 
of pure imagincUioTiy not of the crystal current of the heart ! 
Criminal fastidiousness is the Pharisee's sepulchre : clean, 
white, beautiful without — ^fuU of dead men's bones within ! — 
tlie Pharisee's platter, the Pharisee's cup — it is the very 
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Pharisee himself; and like him of old, lays on burdens 
grievous to be borne. Delicacy is a spring which God has 
sunken in the rock, which the winter never freezes, the 
summer never heats; which sends its quiet waters with 
music down the flowery hill-side, and which is pure and 
transparent because it has at the bottom no sediment. I 
would that every one of us had this well of life, gushing 
from our hearts — an everlasting and full stream ! . . . 

The Proverbs of Solomon are designed to furnish us a 
series of maxims for every relation of life. There will 
naturally be the most said where there is the most needed. 
If the frequency of warning against any sin measures the 
liability of man to that sin, then none is worse than Im- 
purity.' In many separate passages is the solemn warning 
against the strange woman given with a force which must 
terrify all but the innocent or incorrigible; and with a 
delicacy which all will feel but those whose modesty is the 
fluttering of an impure imagination. I shall take such parts 
of all these passages as will make out a connected narrative. 

W/ten wisdom entereth into thine heart, and knowledge is 
pleasant unto thy soul, discretion sJiall preserve thee . , , to 
deliver thee from the strange woman, which flattereth with 
her tongv£ ; her lips drop as a honey-comh, her mouth is 
smoother than oil. SJie sitteth at the door of her house on a 
seat in the high places of the city, to call passengers who go 
right on their ways : " Whoso is simple let him turn in 
hither J^ ^^To him that wanteth undefi^standing, she saith, 
^^ Stolen vmters are sweet and bread eaten in secret is plea- 
sant ; " hut he hnoweth not tlmt the dead are there. Lust 
not after her heauty, neither let her take thee with her eye- 
lids. She jforsaketh the guide of her youth, and forgetteth 
tJie covenant of her God. Lest thou shouldest ponder the path 
of life, lier ways are moveable, that thou canst not know them. 
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Remove thy way far from her, and come not nigh the door of 
her house, for her house inclineth unto death, Slie has cast 
dovm many wov/nded ; yea, many strong men have been slodn 
by Iter. Her house is the way to hell, going dovm to the 
cliamhers of death; none that go unto her, return again; 
neither take they hold of the paths of life. Let not thy heart 
decline to lier ways, lest thou mourn at last, when thy flesh 
and thy body are consumed, and say : " How have I hated 
instruction, and my heart despised reproof. I was almost in 
all evil in the midst of the congregation and assembly J* 

" SiLVERPEN," one of our most popular and useful female 
writers, in an article on " Protection to Women," in Douglas 
Jerrold^s newspaper, of August, 1846, thus refers to 
the subject : — ^That this difficult question has been fairly 
broached, shows that moral courage is advancing in 
progress with freedom of public opinion. Hitherto it has 
been that sole blot in the sum total of public morals, which 
statistics hid ; hitherto its denunciation has rarely extended 
beyond the short antithesis of the Divine, and this so 
delicately syrupped with common-place as to suit all palates ; 
hitherto every book that sought to expose has been denounced 
as " improper," and it has been left to the physiologist to view 
it with the clear foresight of a liberal humanity. But now 
that the jmblic mind shows itself suflSciently advanced, there 
is no reason that this question, as any other of social ame- 
lioration, should not be discussed wisefuUy, thoughtfully, 
generally, and this without one line or one opinion irreve- 
rent to true purity. At the same time we disdain false 
delicacy : the delicacy of particular ladies in prim caps and 
with clasped hands; the delicacy of narrowness and 
ignorance, as distinct from true purity as is the chastity 
which only exists under the surveillance of the duenna (old 
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T^oman) or the cmtos of the lock and key. Freedom is as 
essential to purity of morals as it is to the advance of 

the human mind Our best argument we 

have last; we wish it to impresa. It is this. We con- 
ceive woman can best raise her fall% sister woman ; and her 
advanced social condition in society is becoming such that 
she will have the power. Let her scorn, with all true 
woman's scorn, the painted harlot that glories in her shame ; 
but let her seek to raise, with womanly gentleness, the down- 
trodden mistaken flower ; not ta be culled as a weed, whilst 
her crushed and fallen nature has some portion of God's 
humanity within it: and that she often has, shows itself by 
sufferance under wrong, or oblivion rather than the world's 
hard scorn. True purity owns its weakness, and boasts not : 
the whalebones of society alone cry with the Pharisee, " We 
are too pure to look upon a sinner 3" but British woman, 
advancing with her time, may safely leave them to that pure 
state of Quidlinburg immaculateness, that daises not look 
into a tailor's window for fear of shame. Instead of this, 
we, as a public, ask woman's natural philanthropy to achieve 
its divine mission. May not schools be raised even for these 
fallen ? Cannot Magdalenes exist without beiug in jails or 
conventicles ? or badged by the degrading, pauperized con- 
ditions of clipped gowns, or close-cropped hair 1 These are 
most assuredly not means to elicit self-respect from shame ; 
the conscience is too spiritual a thing to be bound by the 
world's short-sighted bonds, as advance will by and by teach. 
To elevate, we must sympathize in the spirit of the 
Nazarene : and woman can show this spirit more fittingly 
than man. She has but to look into her own heart, and 
from thence learn that woman's generosity and faith are 
natural virtues ; the very virtues by which she ofbenest falls, 
and those which oftenest raise her face towards heaven, 
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down-trodden as she is. Educated woman, in her now social 
position of advance, has but to think so, and the press lacks 
not the power or will to aiA her liberalized humanity ! 

Dr. William Tait, for^feveral years Surgeon to the Edin- 
burgh Lock Hospital, when addressing a meeting in New- 
castle-on-Tyne, in October, 1847, said :— 

Amongst the various questions -which at present agitate 
the public mind, there are none more momentous or of more 
thrilling interest than that of prostitution. Whether the 
evil is viewed in reference to its effects upon the unfortunate 
females themselves, or in reference to its injurious influences 
upon society, it is one well worthy of public consideration ; 
and some way or other has hitherto been either entirely 
overlooked — even by the religious part of the community — 
or at best treated with indifference. And why should it be 
so ? To say nothing at present about the extent or fearful 
consequence^ of the evil with which we have to contend, I 
would ask if the life of an imfortunate female is an object 
altogether undeserving of sympathy ? Let those who have 
never personally known the confidential outpourings of her 
heart smile at such a question — let those who have never 
seen her upon a bed of sickness, racked and tormented by 
the most loathsome and painful diseases, sneer at it if they 
choose, — ^let those who have never witnessed her agony, 
whilst the arrows of conviction were penetrating her inmost 
soul, and when so overwhelmed with a sense of the enormity 
of her guilt as to despair even of the mercy of God, and 
<luestion whether the blood of Christ were still adequate to 
atone for her transgressions, — ^let those, I say, who have never 
witnessed her in any of these conditions, but who judge of her 
<;haracter and deserts solely from her profession, answer it 
iitfirmatively, if they please. Very different, however, will 
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blems which philosophy has to deal with, this is, we believe, 
the darkest, the knottiest, and the saddest. From what- 
ever point of view it is regarded, it presents considerations 
so difficult and so grievous, that in this country no ruler or 
writer has yet been found with nerve to face the sadness, or 
resolution to encounter the difficulties. Statesmen see the 
mighty evil lying on the main pathway of the world, and> 
with a groan of pity and despair, " pass by on the other 
side." They act like the timid patient who, fearing and 
feeling the existence of a terrible disease, dares not examine 
its symptoms or probe its depth lest he should realise it too 
clearly, and possibly aggravate its intensity by the mere in- 
vestigation. Or, like a more foolish animal still, they hide 
th^ir head at the mention of the danger, as if they hoped, 
by ignoring, to annihilate it. 

It is from a strong conviction that this is not worthy be- 
haviour on the part of those who aspire to guide either the 
actions or the opinions of others, that, after much hesitation 
and many misgivings, we have undertaken to speak of so 
dismal and delicate a matter. "We are aware that mischief 
is risked by bringing the subject prominently before the 
public eye, and that the benefit to be derived from the dis- 
cussion should be so clear and certain as unquestionably to 
overbalance this risk. We are aware that it is a matter on 
which it is not easy to speak openly — ^not always possible 
to speak with confidence as to facts, causes, or consequences ; 
we are aware that we shall expose oiu-selves to much scoffing 
from the vulgar and light-minded; much dishonest misre- 
presentation from those who recklessly echo any popular 
cry ; much unmerited anger from those who deem that re- 
finement forbids them to speak of things which it does not 
forbid them to do ; much serious blame on the part of those 
who think that no object can justify us in compelling at- 



i7 

be kept by considerations of propriety, falsely so called. It 
is a question which, next to the pulpit, concerns the press ; 
but that press, for the most part, has shrunk from its full 
and faithful discharge ; but when the pulpit and the press 
have done their utmost, they will have done little, unless 
society itself individually, collectively, locally, and generally, 
shall take the matter up, and place its own onmipotent hand 
upon these haunts of iniquity, and stamp its burning brand 
upon all those who either own or uphold them. 

A writer in the Quarterly Review of Sept., 1848, observes — 
It is time to bmrst through the veil of that artificial bash- 
fulness which has injured the growth, while it has affected 
the features, of genuine purity. Society has suffered enough 
from that spurious modesty which lets fearful forms of vice 
swell to a rank luxuriance rather than hint at theu* existence 
— which coyly turns away its head from the " wounds and 
putrifying sores " that are eating into our system, because it 
would have to blush at the exposure. We are all aware 
with what haste a treatise avowedly dealing with the 
peculiar sins of women would be burnt or buried, though its 
sole object were the promotion of virtue ; while few drawing- 
room tables CeuI to exhibit novels and romances in whicli 
lubricity of sentiment and laxity of principle are easily dis- 
cerned through the thin guaze of refined language. 

The Westmiruter and Foreign Quarterlt/ Eeoiew of July, 
1850, in an exhaustive article on the subject, opens with the 
following remarks : — 

There are some questions so painful and peq^lexing, that 
statesmen, moralists, and philanthropists shrink from them 
by common consent. The subject to which the folio wincj 
pages are devoted, is one of these. Of all the social pro 



PERSONAL NOTES. 

ST. GILES, LONDON. 

Eably in January, 1838, I commenced labouring as a city 
missionary, under the superintendence of David Nasmith, the 
esteemed founder of Town and City Missions, and was ap- 
pointed to visit in the immediate neighbourhood of Drury- 
lane, London. The principal thoroughfare in the district 
has been designated by a distinguished novelist as '^ Gibbet 
Stxeet,*\which was the great rendezvous for London pick- 
pockets, harlots, and beggars. In one house I found from 
eight to ten miserable young women. The mistress of 
tl^^ vile den was one of the most forbidding creatures a 
person could look on — ^a sort of demon in human form, 
suck as has been described to the life by Sir Walter Scott. 
One of the girls, about sixteen years of age, of fascinating 
appearance, * like a stricken deer,* occupied a seat by herself. 
It was evident she was nearing her journey's end. A few 
kind earnest words were addressed to her about the impor- 
tance of coming without delay to Christ for pardon. More 
. -jiiBJi thirty years have passed since that interview, but 
I have a vivid recollection of the somewhat hopeful, yet 
Adjectedl look of that pale, comely countenance, as it seemed 
to say, "Is it possible that there is mercy for a poor 
wanderer such as 1 1'' The mistress stood silently and sourly 
by, and the other inmates, from sympathy, if not actuated 
by higher motives, were attentive listeners. This case was 
the first which specially attracted my attention to the sub- 
ject of prostitution. On leaving St. Giles that day for my 
lodgings, the question again and again presented itself to 
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my mind, ^ Gan nothing be done t3 reclaim that terriblj 
degraded dassf 

Prooeeding one forenoon to visit a tenement in the same 
street I entered a dark passage, and ascended a few steps 
to what might be called the second landing. Here, however, 
there were no houses, and when I b^an to think of ascend- 
ing to the next floor, there was no stair to be foimd. I 
groped about in the dark, but as far as the right arm could 
reach, I felt nothing. There seemed to be a plank stretching 
across the chasm at my feet, and on this I ventured ; but 
after advancing a little, being unable to feel anything like a 
wall, I thought it most prudent to retrace my steps. I did 
so as cautiously as possible, and was about to descend when 
I heard the sound of human voices. After a little hesitation 
I resolved to make another attempt, and got so far on when 
I felt, as it was quite dark, that to proceed further iik'lkn 
erect position would be dangerous. I therefore got down on 
my hands and knees and moved along very slowly 'and 
cautiously till I reached the other end of the plunk, when I 
felt something like a stair, and, finding myself right in EQ|r 
conjectures, began to ascend. I fancied that the people above 
had heard my movements, for the sound of voices as of per- 
sons talking in a sort of whisper still reached me. Arrived 
at the top of the stair I knocked at what turned out to b&* 
the door, which was opened, and I observed at a glazUHl 
that the house was a third-class brothel, in whicli 1 found 
several young men and women. One of the young men 
said, with a self-condemned look, '^I am not. Sir, where I 
ought to be, and shall be glad to accept of one of your tracts." 
After a short and somewhat hopeful interview, I retraced my 
steps, getting along the narrow plank in the same way as before, 
and on reaching the first stair felt inexpressibly grateful to 
recognise a few rays of heaven's light, which enabled me to 
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descend in safety. When mentioning a few days after to one 
of the city missionaries where I had been visiting, he stood 
amazed, and said, " Be thankful that you escaped with your 
life, for some time ago one of our missionaries fell over that 
plank and injured his back, so that he afterwards died." 
This locality was infested with these wretched females. In 
the course of a single day's regular visitation I have met with 
about fifty of them, but never met with anything approaching 
improper language. Most of them were from countiy towns 
in England, a few from Scotland and Ireland, and even the 
Continent. 

LEEDS. 

In a few months Mr. Nasmith requested me to go to 
Leeds, as a Town Mission had been established there, and an 
agent was wanted. There I met with a cordial reception 
from the Kev. John Ely, the Kev. Dr. R. Winter Hamilton, 
Mr. John Wade, and others, who felt deeply interested in 
the social and religious welfare of the inhabitants. In 
the course of conversation one day with Mr. Ely on the 
moral condition of the people, he said, with characteristic 
fervour, "Do not lose sight of that unfortunate class of 
young women who live by prostitution. Perhaps you are 
not aware that there is an excellent Guai'dian Asylum in 
Leeds for the reception of those who feel wishful to abandon 
their present course." I soon met with such characters, not 
only in my own district, but when visiting in the lower 
parts of the town with the other missionaries. During 1839 
I succeeded in reclaiming, for a time at least, some twelve 
girls, assisted the missionary brethren in rescuing other ten, 
and with the generous and valuable assistance of Mr. Edward 
Baines, M.P. (father of the present M.P. for Leeds), was 
instrumental in closing several well-known improper houses. 

In on© sense I was fortunate in meeting with an intelligent 
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pei-son who had been for some time on the street, but had 
found her way to a i)enitentary ; was afterwards in I'espect- 
able service ; became a member of a Christian church, and 
had been for several years married. Hearing that I took an 
interest in reclaiming unfortunate females, she requested 
an interview, in the course of which she gave me (although 
painful to her feelings) a prudent yet accurate account of 
the general workings of the fearful system. This informa- 
tion I found of great value in my subsequent investigation 
of the subject. 

In common with others I had often read and heard a 
great many general statements as to the alleged number of 
fallen women ; such, for example, as " 80,000 " in London, 
" 4000 " in Liverpool, " 3000 " in Glasgow, &c. I re- 
solved to do what I could to obtain as accurate infor- 
mation as possible on the subject, and, accordingly, com- 
menced and visited, in course of the forenoon, almost every- 
house of ill-fame in Leeds. The following is a summary of 
what appeared in the Leeds Mercury , in January, 1840, but 
the calculations refer only to the <AiVc?-class houses : — 

Kumber of houses of ill-fame, as near as could be 

ascertained, 175 

dumber of harlots (an average of four in each 

house), 700 

Kumber of "bullies," or "fancy men," about 350 

Number of mistresses of such houses, 175 

Total living directly on prostitution, ... 1225 

Number of visits of men to each house weekly, ... 80 

The girls receive on an average 30s. weekly, £1050 

Robberies — 2s. 6d. from each visitor is a low 

average, .... ~ 1750 

Spent on drink, 2s. by each visitor, 1400 

Total for prostitution weekly, ... £4200 
C 
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BOCHDALB. 

In Mai'ch, 1840, in compliance witb an invitation, I re- 
moved to Rochdale and commenced missionary operations 
there. In Church Lane, a street infested with beer-shops, I 
found a large number of degraded females, most of whom 
lived in these licensed houses. The girls were seldom sober, 
and consequently so depraved, that it was almost impossible 
to make any favoui*able impression on their minds. There 
being no hospital in Rochdale for the reception of this 
wretched class, I have known them die from the effects of 
drink and disease in a few hours. 

The fii-st Sunday I went through this notorious Church 
Lane to distribute tracts, a mother unblushingly gave me 
to understand that two of her own daughters were living 
by the wages of iniquity, and had at one time attended the 
Sunday school. 

lu my missionary efforts, not only to reclaim fallen 
women, but to try and benefit the deserving poor, I found 
Mr. John Bright (now the Right Hon. M.P. for Birming- 
Lain) ever ready to lend, especially with his pui'se, a helping 
hand. It may be remarked, in passing, that a few days after 
my arrival in Rochdale, in 1840, I had a pleasant interview 
with !Mr. Briirht at his countinir-house. At that time I 
was employed by a Congi*egational church in the town, so 
that Mr. Blight's co-operation was all the more disinter- 
ested. On that occasion he remarked that I would find 
plenty of work in the pooi'er districts of the town; and 
where I met with cases of real distivss he should be glad to 
sup}>ly me with a little money to give temporary i*elief to 
really destitute persons. I soon found a number of 
such cases. As soon as Mr. Bright was satisfied that the 
case was a deserving one, ho at once, in the most unostenta- 
tious manner, iiirnislied the means of relief — the name of the 
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generous donor being concealed. At this time Mr. Bright 
also gave me a discretionary power to send any poor boy 
or girl to an excellent unsectarian school at his expense, and 
not a few children, whose parents could not or would not 
pay, were in this way educated. Mr. Jacob Bright, his 
venerable father, was likewise always willing to aid the 
destitute, and even the erring. He was as fine a specimen 
as could be met with of the " Israelite indeed, in whom 
is no guile." I have still a distinct recollection of being 
asked by him one morning to call on a family that I heard 
was not veiy deserving, and said so. The genial and 
esteemed Quaker quietly, but impressively, remarked, "I 
do not like to be imposed upon, but thou must remember 
when visiting the poor, that if a man is not as regular in his 
habits as he should be, he is not on that account to be 
allowed to starve — ^much less his wife and helpless innocent 
children." He then handed me, as he had often done before, 
3. sum of money to be given prudently to the poor, or to 
belp in sending some poor wanderer home. 

MANCHESTER. 

Duringmyresidence in Erochdalein 1840-1, and subsequently 
when employed for two years as a missionary for Messrs. John 
Bright & Brothers, I had frequent opportunities of visiting 
Manchester, where I conversed with several of the mission- 
aries. I also pei*sonally visited some of the more depraved 
parts of the city. The nimiber of prostitutes in Manchester 
was then stated to be about 1500, and a local medical gentle- 
man, occupying an influential position, and who had for 
many years given special attention to the subject, corroborated 
this statement. There is an excellent asylum in Manchester, 
and when I visited it there were fifty-two inmates. 

The following statement is quoted from page 8 of the 
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E,ev. Dr. Edgar's lecture on prostitution, delivered in London 
in 1841; but the proportion referred to as having been 
employed in factories strikes me as much too large : — 

By the census of 1831, the population of the township of 
Manchester amounted to 142,026 persons, of whom 67,845 
were males, and 74,181 females. In 1833 there existed, in 
the township of Manchester, 178 houses of ill-fame, inhabited 
by 718 females, who supported themselves entirely by prosti- 
tution, except 40, who occasionally worked. Rather more 
than three-fourths of the whole had been at some time 
employed in factories. Out of 70, who were separately 
interrogated on the point, 54 admitted that they had worked 
in factories; and no less than one half of those questioned 
were drunk at the time when this investigation took place, 
Tiz. — ^ten o'clock on a Sunday morning in June. The ages 
of these unhappy creatures -varied considerably : 13 years is 
the lowest mentioned, and four-dfths of the whole 718 were 
between the ages of 13 and 20. The number of public-houses 
where prostitutes are allowed to assemble was 41 ; no less 
than 55 retail brewers permitted dissolute characters to con- 
gregate on their premises, and the houses of accommodation 
amounted to 34. 

GLASGOW. 

Towards the close of 1841 J was appointed by the 
Directors of the Glasgow City Mission to visit one of the 
most depraved parts of the city, in which I found first, 
second, and third-class brothels. Stirling Street, which had 
long been notorious for improper houses, formed part of the 
district. At No. 8 not fewer than three flats, each containing 
six or seven apartments, were occupied by this disreputable 
class. " No. 8 " was known even in London by the sup- 
porters of such dens, as the " Three-decker." I occasionally 
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left tracts at the doors of those three houses, but felt it im- 
prudent to enter alone. In the same street I met with a 
number of poor but respectable people, who felt much 
annoyed, especially at night and on Sundays, with the in- 
mates and visitors of those houses. The Police Act respecting 
brothels was not so stringent at that time as it is now, 
but I resolved to try and rid the street of those pest houses, 
not only for the sake of the decent neighbours, but because it 
was a general thoroughfare on Sabbath for persons attending 
places of worship. By the valuable assistance of the 'Rev. 
Dr. Heugh, Sir James Anderson, then taking an active part 
in the civic affairs of the city, "William Campbell, of Tilli- ^. 
cliewan, backed by Henry Miller, then Chief Superintendent 
of Police, and one or two Glasgow papers, Stirling Street 
was in two or three years cleared of all its brothels — three 
second-class and one first — and the same houses are now 
occupied by respectable tradesmen. 

The Directors of the Glasgow Lock-Hospital readily granted 
me permission to visit its inmates once a week, from twelve 
to one o'clock. On one occasion I observed a good-looking 
young person, about seventeen years of age, apparently from 
the country, and who appeared from her dress to have come 
from a first-class brothel. At a subsequent visit she gave 
me the address of her friends, to whom I at once wrote. 
In reply they stated that they had not heard of her for 
ten weeks ; felt very anxious about her, and appointed a 
day to meet me in Glasgow. This simple-minded girl had 

been sent to the hospital by Mrs. H , the well-known 

mistress of the first-class brothel to which I have referred in 
Stirling Street. In a few days she was discharged from the 
hospital, and taken back like a slave by Mrs. H.'s house- 
keeper to her old quarters. 

In a day or two the girl's sister, a most respectable young 
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woman, from a village near K , fa Ayrshire, met me by 

appointment in Glasgow. We proceeded without delay to 
this gilded pandemonium for the purpose of trying to rescue 
the young woman. 1 rung the bell and inquii'ed for the 
girl, first using her own name and then her fictitious one, 
but the " lady's maid " assured me there was no such person 
there. I went direct to the Superiutendent of PoKce, who 
directed two detectives to accompany me to "No. 8." 
In a few minutes the miserable girl entered the room 
occupied by the sister, one of the detectives, and myself. 
The two sisters were deeply affected ; unable to speak ; with 
a scream they fondly clasped each other, and wept bitterly ! 
But I cannot, and shall not, attempt to describe the painful 
scene which seemed to move even the two detectives. As 
soon as the elder sister had somewhat recovered herself, she 
passionately exclaimed, " 0, Agnes, will you come home with 
me 1 " The young prodigal could not answer, but left the 
room to prepare for leaving. In the meantime Mrs. II. 
sent for one of the criminal officers, who returned in a few 
minutes, evidently, from whatever cause, in the best of 
humour. The so-called " lady's maid " came into the room 
in which we were waiting, and attempting to throw dust in 
my eyes, said, " I had mistaken the girl's name. The mis- 
tress has been very kind to her ; paid a guinea to get her 
into the hospital, and intended to send her home to her 
friends to-morrow." " O, yes," I replied, "you are certainly 
very kind, but your words remind me of what is said in the 
Bible about the ^lortion of those who do not speak the truth." 
The poor girl now re-entered the room and we departed. I 
have still a vivid recollection of the anxious, dejected look 
of the other ^yo or six inmates as we left the house. 
''Poor, miserable, unhappy creatures," I said to myself, 
" they belong to some sore-hearted father or mother." 



39 

The following is the substance of an interview which took 
place after the young woman was rescued, before I saw her 
leave for home with her sister by the railway : — " How long 
is it since you left home V " About ten weeks." " When 
did you come to Glasgow!" "Nine weeks ago." "Where 
did you spend the week before you came to Glasgow?' 

In K , twenty miles from this, and not far from my 

native village." How did you happen to come to this city?* 
" I was walking on the street with the girl I left home with 
in K., and she spoke to a person dressed like a lady, who 
invited me to visit a house in Glasgow, where I should not 
require to work, and her mistress would clothe me elegantly.** 
" Did you accompany this * lady ' to Glasgow ?' " No, but 
she took my address, sent letters pressing me to come, and 
when I reached Glasgow she met me at the coach-office, and 
conducted me to tJiat house in Stirling Street, where I was 
soon ruined ! " " How long were you at Mrs. H.'s, after 
telling her you were ill, before she sent you to the hospital % " 
" About two weeks." " Did she tell you to state to the 
doctor that you had been unwell for two weeks V The girl 
seemed startled at the question, and said, " O, no ! I was 
charged to say a day or two, for fear of bringing a bad name 
on the house." " About how many visitors, or * gentlemen,* 
as they are called, have you seen about the house in course 
of the afternoon and evening 1 " " O, Sir, I could not ex- 
actly say, but I have often observed five or six going away, 
and others entering." The poor girl wept bitterly as she 
answered this question. "Were there many visitors on 
Sunday T " Yes, I am ashamed of it; in general there were 
TTiore on that day than on any other during the week." " Was 
there much drinking in the house % " " Yes, sometimes there 
was a good deal, especially when certain gentlemen called 
and sent out for wine ; the mistress, I believe, occasionally 
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supplied the drink and charged well for it." " Were you al- 
lowed to pick visitors' pockets V " No — not in Mrs^ HJs ; a 
giii took £2 from a * gentleman,* but she was turned out of 
the house for it." " How much money is expected from a 
visitor?" <* About £1, but sometimes £2 is got, and even 
more than that." " How much of that money does the 
mistress get ?" " She claims one half of it, and then charges 
each girl £1 a week for board ; but she gets it all in the first 
instance, and after the girls have paid her high charge for the 
loan of dresses, trinkets, &c., they are generally in debt." 
'^ How many young women were there generally in the house?" 
*' Four or five, besides the mistress, the house-keeper, who 
met me in K , and 'lady's maid.'" "Did the house- 
keeper or procuress attend church ? " " Sometimes in the 
afternoon or evening. I was never out of the house till the 
servant took me to the hospital where I fortunately met 
you." "Had you any books to read?" "Yes, but they 
were light books, novels and such like." "Did you ever 
see a Bible or tracts there?" "I observed only a Psalm- 
book in one of the rooms, and tracts in the kitchen." " Did 
you feel at home or happy in that house ? " " No, no ! I never 
felt so miserable in my life, and often thought, in my quiet 
moments, of my dear sister, and what my kind mother said 
to us when upon her deathbed." 

In a few years the owner of this notorious house — which 
was for many years considered one of the first of the kind in 
Glasgow — died. I don't remember seeing her more than once. 
On the street she would have passed for a quiet, respectable, 
middle-aged woman. She had none of that bold depraved look 
so charactei'istic of the keepers of such houses, and had been, I 
was told, respectably connected. In her last illness she was 
attended by several oi the mistresses of similar houses in the 
neighbourhood, and the inmates of her now Satanic establish- 
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ment. Her conscience was ill at ease, and she did her best 
to stifle it by calling out for small but oft-repeated quanti- 
ties of brandy which kept her in a state of stupor, and in 
this state she expired ! 

EDINBURGH. 

In the course of my visits as a missionary in Glasgow, I 
was one day informed that a young woman, who resided with 
her parents in a respectable part of the city, had suddenly 
left home without leaving any explanation of the cause of 
her departure, or aiiy word which might be helpful in trac- 
ing out the direction she had taken. I found the mother 
in great distress, and sympathy for the poor woman, 
as a desire to rescue her child from a course of sin on 
which she might recklessly have entered, was induced to do 
my utmost for the recovery of the erring one. The girl was 
of tender age, handsome, and good-looking, with an education 
superior to what is generally found in one in her circum- 
stances. After pondering over the case, it occurred to me 
that perhaps she might have gone to Edinburgh, and, accord- 
ingly, that no time might be lost, I proceeded thither the 
same day, purposing to make out the whereabouts of some 
of the dens of infamy in that city into which females are 
entrapped, in the hope that possibly she might be found 
there. On reaching Edinburgh I called at the Police Office, 
and asked the Superintendent to oblige me by sending an 
officer in plain clothes with me to some of the higher class 
brothels. The request was at once complied with, and a 
number of the more likely houses in the New Town were 
visited, but the girl was not found. I then walked about 
the streets alone till a late hour, not expecting to meet the 
girl there, but by keeping my eyes upon the houses in certain 
localities, to observe what would be sufficient to distinguish 
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th/y^ of & qnaitionable chanctery and, luring tliem thus 
UiSitkefi out, I might know where to make inqidiies afier 
hf^ uffxt day. I waited and watched till I saw the lights dis- 
apA-^r -iric/^A-ively in various dwellings, indii^ating that the 
fX'/:ni/fxutH \.!xf\ retired to rest for the night ; but long after 
th'; majonty of the inhabitants had apparently gone to 
Hlrjmr>er arid rnosft of the houses were darkened, I noticed the 
window jj of two, off Princes Street, which were still lighted 
';j/ III a niiiujif:r Uj excite suspicion as to their character, 
w/»>;h wan ^oii firmed by the testimony of the night-watch- 
jhh.:,, arid these I resolved to visit. 

Strxt rnonjing, accordingly, about ten o*clock, I called at 
the VfjVuj: OlHce, and having procured the assistance of 
an exj/ri^-rjced officer, proceeded with him to the quaiters 
jjot^;d. if^rre we were shown into a large room, and on 
/'usking i()r tlie 'jienson whom we were in quest of, one 
af't/'i- anotfjor of the female lodgers (some six in all) 
\u(-A-('. \)V()\\<^]it before us. I ^had frequently seen the 
youn;^ wr^rnan, and as each girl came foiward, I at once 
n-j;|/:ctriilly, but firmly, said, " Xo, that is nob she." The 
re;i.son why we wanted her was not known, and we assumed 
tlic; air (){' uM'Ai who were not to be bafl3.ed or imposed upon 
in rcgjiid to th(; object of which we were in pursuit. At 
h;n;^lii it was j^rofessed that w^e had seen all the gii'ls ; but 
w(! }Jr(;(;t(;d to discredit the statement and insisted on some 
f»n(; additional being shown us, signifying that if necessary 
the looniH would bo searched. It was well we did so, for at 
last th(5 \)()()v <^irl whom we sought made her appearance^ 
Sh(^ r('(to;^'ni.s('(l nie immediately, and uttered an exclamation 
of surprise;. I wish(;d her to return home with me, but 
with (cars slu; dechired that she could not do so, and I thonght 
it prudent at the; time to leave her. I soon after came back, 
l)rini;iiig with me, in a small parcel, a copy of the New 
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Testament and of my pamphlet on prostitution, both of 
which I had just purchased at a bookseller's; and having 
asked to see her at the door, I handed her the packet, the 
contents of which, I said, might be useful to some of her 
companions. A stair led up from the entrance hall to the 
rooms above, and a number of the girls were leaning over 
the banister when I called, and on seeing me, and perhaps 
guessing the nature of my message, began to titter and giggle. 
This was in the forenoon. I then returned to Glasgow, 
where I acquainted the mother of the young woman with the 
result of my inqxdries. Having furnished her with a note to 
Mr. linton, the Chief Superintendent of Police, desii*ing him 
to send an officer with her to Mrs. M.'s notorious first-class 
brothel in E.ose Street, and to assist her in recovering her 
daughter, she proceeded the same afternoon to Edinburgh. 
Her daughter at once came away with her, and returned 
home. I had the pleasure some time after, on a Sabbath, in 
the interval between church service, of seeing her in com- 
pany with her mother, when she looked abashed and evi- 
dently felt deeply ashamed of the part she had acted. I 
have the satisfaction of adding that she afterwards left Scot- 
land and got married to a respectable young man, became 
the mother of a happy family, and I believe she has proved 
an ornament to the station which by nature she was fitted 
to adorn. How sadly might it have been otherwise but for 
her happy rescue from the physical and moral ruin in which 
she was so nearly engulphed 1 

In April, 1856, I was present at a Conference on the 
subject of prostitution, held in Edinburgh. Several magis- 
trates, clergymen, and other well-known and infiuential 
. citizens took part in the proceedings. As the result of this 
conference, a report was subsequently published which con- 




tained much valuable information on the evil, not only 
€is respected Edinburgh, but the United Kingdom, from 
which I quote the following : — *'Iiet us turn our attention," 
says the report, " to the Scottish metropolis, and enquire to 
what extent this evil prevails among ourselves. The 
statistics of Mr. Tait, as given in his work on Magdalenism 
(2nd ed., 1842), are the following :— In Edinburgh, 200 
brothels, with 600 prostitutes residing in them, and 200 
more residing either in private lodgings or in their own 
T-ooms, = 800 notoiious prostitutes. Then of sly and occa- 
sional prostitutes Mr. Tait calculates there may be about 
1160, made up of girls of sedentary employments, of ser- 
vants, and of widows or deserted wives. These, added to the 
800 previously mentioned, make the entire number of 1960. 
After careful inquiry, and an examination of the returns 
to our queries received from the missionaries in Edinburgh, 
we have been led to the conclusion that Mr. Tait's estimate 
is not far from the truth. Instead of 200 brothels, these 
returns give, indeed, only from 170 to 180 ; but then, as the 
missionaries have been exceedingly cautious, and have made 
ib their rule to number among such houses only those of 
whose character they were quite certairiy and as many of 
them are not easily detected, if we say there are at present 
200 brothels in Edinburgh, we are pretty sure that we are 
under the mark. Then instead of three being the average 
number of inmates in these houses, as Mr. Tait calculates, 
most of the missionaries make the average four, which we 
believe to be nearer the truth. The fallen females resident 
in brothels are thus raised from 600 to 800. In regard to 
the number of regular prostitutes who reside elsewhere, and 
also of the sly prostitutes, no certain statistics can be obtained; 
but we think we have heard enough to warrant tlie con- 
clusion, that if Dr. Tait*s estimate was accurate fifteen years 
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ago, it must be considerably enlarged, to give a fair repre- 
sentation of tlie evil as it now exists in this city." 

Referring to the foregoing Conference, the Rev. Dr. 
Guthrie in his well-known volume — " The Citv — its Sins 
and Sori'ows," thus writes : — Some of us are about to make 
a new effort for the reclamation of fallen woman, and the 
protection of such as^are willing, Magdalene-like, to bathe 
Christ^s feet with tears, and wash away their deep sins in 
His blood. As a preliminary step to this Christian enterprise^ 
we have procured accurate statistics of the extent of this great 
sin and sorrow of our large cities. Of them, I will say 
nothing more than this, that, while they were read, men held 
down their heads with shame, or held up their hands in 
horror, or burst out into expressions of deep indignation. 

By that ravening wolf that wastes our folds, I had seen one 
and another, and another, and another lamb plucked out of 
this very flock. I had seen the once fair and promising 
flowers that T had cultivated in this very garden cast forth, 
and, as vilest weeds, trodden in the mire of the public streets. 
I had seen the fall of a daughter, — ^that bitterest of domestic 
miseries, — blanch a mother^s head, and, still more terrible to 
look on, — turn a father's heart into stone. 1 had known how 
a mother, when we all were sleeping in peace, with weary 
foot and weeping eyes, had gone, Christ-like, up and dowa 
these streets — searchipg many a den of sin to seek and save- 
her lost one. I had seen enough to make a man exclaim, 
with Jeremiah, " Oh that my head were waters, and mine 
eyes a fountain of tears, that I might weep day and night 
for the daughter of my people !" But never, never had we 
so much as fancied the extent and horrors of this evil, the 
number of short-lived victims it devours, the bold daring, 
with which the accursed trade is pursued, the invisible nets 
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that are spread across the path of nnsospecting innocencey the 
fiendishly-ingenious methods which are plied to snare virtue, 
what masks of friendship are worn, what cunning arts of ap- 
parent kindness resorted to that vice may get the victims 
within her grasp, and drag them down to hell ! I do believe 
that were the viMany and iniquity that are working and 
festering here and elsewhere — in every such large city — laid 
bare befoi-e the eyes of public virtue, nothing would restrain 
its indiijnation. Men would take the law into their own 
hands. Men would be a law unto themselves ; and by what 
many might condemn as an illegal, but others would ap- 
plaud as a virtuous outbreak, they would sweep our cities 
clean of these panderers of vice and dens of iniquity, 

BRADFORD. 

On the 1st of March, 1850, the Bradford Town Mission 
was started; and I was appointed its general agent or super- 
intendent. In the part of the town to which I devoted at- 
tention there was a considerable number of houses of ill- 
fame, cliicfiy of the lower class. 

The Cliit^f Constable for Bradford stated, in his report of 
October 1st, 1851, that the number of known brothels 
within the borough was 42; the number of known prostitutes 
residing in them was 109; the number of prostitutes residing 
in 13 beerhouses in the borough, 21 — total, 130. I believe 
that the number of houses of ill-fame in Bradford, at that 
time, to be pretty correct; but from my own knowledge of the 
lower parts of the town, I have no hesitation in stating that 
the number of girls referred to as occupying these houses to 
be considerably under the mark. 

When visiting on a Sunday afternoon in one of the 
principal thoroughfares to a fashionable place of worship, 
I entered three bad houses, in one of which I found 
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twenty-one individuals, seven of whom were young 
women. A number of the visitors were decently dressed 
working men. My observations were respectfully listened 
to by both sexes. The majority of the girls were old 
Sunday scholars, and apparently from sixteen to twenty 
years of age. This brothel was situated near to the back 
entrance of a public house. In not a few of the public 
houses and beer-shops in Bradford bad women reside on the 
premises, and were seldom to be met with quite sober. In 
the course of a few weeks, in company with the venerable 
Dr. Godwin, Rev. Jonathan Glyde, Rev. W. F. Black, and 
John Priestman, I visited about forty of these dens of 
iniquity. In every house we met with civility, and the 
wretched inmates listened attentively to what was said. In 
almost every house old Sunday scholars were conversed with, 
all of whom frankly admitted that they found " the way of the 
transgressor to be hard." " This terrible evil," says the Brad- 
ford Town Mission repoi-t for 1852, "is painful to contemplate 
under any circumstances, but it is increased a hundred fold 
when its victims reside within the precincts of a public house 
or beernshop. Such places are sending hundreds of young 
people to perdition, and destroying the peace of many a 
happy domestic circle, and that, in not a few instances, under 
the shadow of our houses of prayer, and within the sound of 
the worship of God." 

In my visits to the inmates of the Bradford Poorhouse, 
I occasionally met with fallen women. One of those girls 
had attended a Sunday school for many years, and had 
followed a sinful course for four years. When on her 
deaSbh-bed she said to the matron, ^^The mistress of the 
brothel was everything to me when in health, but when 
tinwell I was turned out of doors without mercy, and the 
doctor said that I might have died any momenf On another 
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occasion she said to the matron, " O, was it not a wicked 
thing of me to pawn my Bible ? — may He forgive me for it f 
When I met with a young woman who expreesed a 
sincere desire to abandon her sinful course, every encourage- 
ment was given her to do so. The well-known and generous 
Titus Salt, now Sir Titus, and others, were ever ready with 
their purses to assist in sending such persons home to their 
parents or friends. 

CORK. 

In February, 1848, I visited Ireland, and spent several 
weeks in the city of Cork. Richard Dowdon, the late 
Mayor, kindly gave me a note of introduction to the officials 
of all the principal public institutions in the city, and thus 
rendered the visits not only more jileasant but useful. After 
calliug at the Police Office, the City Jail, the County Prison, 
the Union Workhouse, the Lunatic Asylum, and the 
FoundliDg Institution, I had a brief intei"view with the 
Catholic Bishop of Cork. The reverend gentleman received 
me very courteously, and cordially granted me peimission 
to visit St. Vincent's jVlagdalene Asylum. This institution 
is under the patrouage of the Bishop, and is entirely managed 
by the Sisters of Charity — a chass of ladies who visit the 
sick, relieve the poor, tkc. The Sister to whom I was 
introducecl, by an obliging priest, evidently took a deep 
interest in the restoration of imfortunate females, and 
a more intelligent lady I never conversed with on the sub- 
ject. Speaking of the causes of the evil, she referred par- 
ticularly to intemperance and love of dress, and spoke in 
strong terms against late dancing parties, some of which were 
occasionally held in the temperance rooms in the city. After 
leaving St. Vincent's, I visited the Cork Kefuge and Peni- 
tentiary. This institution is chiefly, if not wholly, supported 
bv I'rotostaiits. 
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Before leaving the city, Aldeiman Roche introduced me to 
a philanthropic gentleman, who furnished me with a valuable 
paper on the subject of prostitution. There is, perhaps, 
not one in the county more favourably situated for obtaining 
authentic information on this question. He thus writes: — 
** It appears by the census returns, taken by the con* 
stabulary in 1841, that the city of Cork contained within 
the borough bounds, a population, in round numbers, of 
80,000 persons, 35,000 of whom were males, and 45,000 
females. There were 85 regular brothels in the city, in 
-w^hich there were 356 public prostitutes. In addition to the 
356, there -are at least 100 which are termed "privateers," 
who have not yet turned out to the streets, but are living in 
private lodgings. The class of persons from whom prostitutes 
are supplied, are generally low dressmakers and servants ; 
maiiiu:^ collectors, who are sent very young to the streets for 
the purpose, have also furnished their quota; poverty, 
vicious habits, idleness, ambition for dress, together with the 
seductive arts of what are termed "procuresses," are the 
great causes of prostitution. A large number of procuresses 
abounds in this city, without any visible means of subsistence 
but that of betraying innocent virtue into the hands of vile 
seducers ; and, for which services, they are generally amply 
remunerated by their employers, who feel no remorse for the 
miseries they entail upon their innocent victims, but rather 
glory in their shame, and publicly boast of their triumphs- 
In many instances sisters reside together, and mutually sup- 
port their parents and relatives by the wages of prostitution. 
Individuals have also been known to tender their daughters 
and other relatives to brothel-keepers for money. A man 
named M., residing at C, in 1841, voluntarily offered his 
daughter for £3. 

" There is scarcely an instance in which virtuous females^^rst 
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resorted to the streets, but were almost invariably previously 
seduced ; they afterwards, for some time, continued what is 
termed ' privateers/ but eventually become degraded and 
turn to the streets. Prostitutes are not received into the 
superior brothels, except upon a sort of recommendation from 
another of the same class. If it is known that any of them had 
been on the streets, they are never afterwardsreceived into these 
houses. They pay their mistress about 8s. a week for their 
board ; their surplus earnings are appropriated to their own 
use. Some of them are known to have saved money, and 
the keeper of one brothel is at this moment supposed to be 
possessed of a sum exceeding £500. The age of prosti- 
tutes in this city varies from sixteen to thirty years ; 
although one individual, seduced at the age of eleven, turned 
to the streets immediately after, has continued so since, and 
is now twenty-five years of age. Few, however, if any of 
them, reach the prescribed term of human existence. Vio- 
lent deaths, disease, and constitutions prematurely worn out 
generally consign them to an early grave. 

" It is not very likely that this evil will finally disappear 
from our globe until the arrival of that period when " the 
earth shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord as the waters 
cover the sea." To prevent it as far as possible is a laudable 
undertaking, but as it is a monster evil it will require the 
united efforts of all sects and parties to grapple with it. 
Asylums are calculated to effect much individual good ; 
but they cannot, by possibility, strike at the root of the 
evil. An Act of Parliament is, therefore, the only hope 
left ; and in order to legislate with any probability of 
success, the origin of the evil must be traced out, and, 
when discovered, a very stringent clause should be intro- 
duced to beor upon it. Kow, it cannot be denied that 
man is the gi'cat j-ource from whence the misery conse- 
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quent upon prosiitution flows. In fact, tliere cannot be 
prostitution except when he consents, and therefore the law 
should be directly levelled against him, and whenever con- 
victed of seducing a female, a portion of his property (if any, 
otherwise imprisonment,) should be appropriated to her 
maintenance, if found deserving of it, or given as a donation 
to an Asylum. A clause should also be introduced autho- 
rising the transportation of any person convicted of procuring 
virtuous females for the purposes of prostitution. Many 
other clauses should of course be introduced in order to 
the Act being rendered beneflcial and advantageous to the 
purposes intended." 

When in Dublin in 1842, 1 visited, in company with the 
Rev. "William Robertson, Superintendent of the City Mission, 
a number of the more depraved parts of the Irish metropolis. 
In a back street in the neighbourhood of the Barracks, there 
were, it was said, some 200 of these wretched girls, and over 
the door of one of the dens I observed the words " old hell " 
regularly painted as the sign. Mr. Robertson informed me 
that from information which could be relied on, there were 
about 1700 prostitutes in Dublin. The Rev. Dr. Edgar, in 
his lecture on prostitution in 1841, stated that the number 
of prostitutes living in brothels in Belfast was 236. 

I have also investigated the subject, less or more, in Edin- 
burgh, Liverpool, York, Hull, Newcastle-on-Tyne, Dublin, 
Aberdeen, Inverness, Greenock, Paisley, Kilmarnock, as well 
as in a number of smaller towns in England and Scotland. I 
have visited hundreds of brothels, and conversed with thou- 
sands of the wretched inmates of these dens of iniquity, and 
generally did so between the hours of eleven in the forenoon, 
and of two to three in the afternoon. I never called at 
such houses at night except in case of urgency, and then 
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in companj with a public officer in plain dothes. Daring alt 
these visits I never received, with but one slight exception, 
anything like insulting language from the owners or inmates 
of improper houses. As a matter of prudence I seldom if ever 
entered into conversation with fallen women on the street 
with the view of reclaiming them. More harm, perhaps, 
than good has resulted from conversing with this class on the 
public thoroughfare, especially after dusk. 

WTiilst engaged as a city missionary in Glasgow I visited 
for some time the Magdalene Institution, and for several 
years the Central police oflSce, and the Lock Hospital weekly 
which enabled me to form a more correct idea of the system. 
I wish it to be distinctlv understood that the rules which 
regulate the nefarious s}-stem in London are substantially the 
same in Lee«-ls, Manchester, Edinburgh, Glasgow, Dublin,. 
Cork, »tc. 



PROSTITUTION-ITS CAUSES. 

Apart from the drinking system, which I believe to be the 
most prolific source of prostitution in Britain, the following 
may be stated as among the principal causes by which young 
females are led astray : — 1st, One-fourth from being servants 
in inns, public houses, and beer-shops where they have been 
seduced by men frequenting such places of temptation. 2d, 
One-fourth from the intermixture of the sexes in factories, pub- 
lic works, warehouses, &c, 3d, Nearly a fourth by procuresses^ 
or females who visit country towns, feeing-markets, and 
other places, for the purpose of decoying good-looking girls. 
4th, The remaining fourth may be divided into three classes 
— First, such as have been driven to this miserable course 
by destitution, arising from want of employment ; second, 
such as are indolent and possessing bad temper^, leave 
respectable situations ; third, those who are driven to that 
fearful course by young men seducing them by false pro- 
mises; and some have been induced by their mothers to 
become harlots for a livelihood. Not a few, I am sorry 
to add, who were excellent servants in respectable families, 
hiive been seduced by sons, yea, sometimes by vile mastera 
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These famish some of the most lamentable cases. 

In addition to the chief causes referred to, there are a 
number of secondary causes, such as — Over-crowding of dwel- 
lings for the working-classes, and especially lodging-houses;* 
parents turning children hastily from under their roof; 

* In Glasgow, by means of the new Improvement Act, a number of the 
worst of these houses have been removed, but of other parts of the city 
it can yet be truly said, as a writer in Dr. Cleland's Statistics of Glasgow 
has expressed it, *^ Thieving and prostitution constituted the main source 
■oi the revenue of this population." 
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daaghters disagreeing ^th stepmotheis (whore I have often 
found the faults about equal on both sides) ; obeoene books 
and prints, with certain pictorial journals and sensational 
novels : loose conyersation; lore of dress ; irresolar hours ; 
singing saloons,"^ and many of the theatres^ 

• Th.e followiiig is quoted from the first editkA of "^Exposure'* : — In 
compaay with a friend (eariy in 1S43> I visited sereral GUssow Singing 
Saloonjw or places of ' harmless amnsemenl' sooDed. The fiiai we went 

to was the . It is seated for about 20O pe<^ile — ' admiaBkn free ' — 

h-zz in a few —ir.zies a waiter cills tor your * order/ We stated tint we did 

not :ii*r 5TiriT:ic?cs liquors, anvi offerted money ; be said, ''TTe don't charge 

anyt'-.'nr. c-: exy^ct every person to drink." In a short time two other 

wiiTers called out, *' Your order, gentlemen ;" a fourth said, "'Yon musi 

dT-iru.. or I ^h^ send master to you.** Master came, and said 

"Whj. wLit's ihe matter here?" I replied, **We did not observe 

az.jThi::r en. your bill about waiters compelling visitors to drink. TYe 

hive or fred to pay them, but, having * no n^7!«?ati\>«,' they appear to 

be afriii to take it." He said. ** We expect every person to drink wiM> 

cczics here ; if not, we chiirge sixpence.*' There were about 150 persons 

rre^nt when we left, and a number entering. The cc»nipany was chiefly 

o:z:7':^«:i :: ^irf hcu.se clerks. Several youths, about sixteen years of 

ar=- ■s'rre enjryinz a pint of ale ani cigar. We were astonished to see a 

fi:hfr. "SB-ith tw.-* interfiling daughters about ten and twelve years of age. 

I: is n-TT-i ;n the bilh th_it "" no laLiy is all-^we*.; to e-t.r without a gentle- 

:r. "acr ill u.t observe the lawbrokru. bu: I s.\w a number of fops 
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ci:::ir ix 2Lrzi-in-irtn with harlots, from second-class houses, some of whom 
I hj.d net In the Lock Hospital, and when visiting the thieves' depart- 
i^e-t in the FLije Oince en Sabbath. The ivrfomiince consisted of 
can;iz« ijil sin^in^;. A female sang cue song, whi,h, frv^ni her immodest 
zesT^ires. :Mu>fi. several cf her own sex to look ashame^i: but the gentlemen 
Icuil" che^rei her. an i she gave the song a second time, with the 
ccjecti.nac.e :~ * .irc ni:re snan:e.essly. 

rhe>T "im-j^i-.in: j " are j.irried en to a greater ci::n: in all large towns 
in ZnglinL 71- re Ts^i-5 3, vi'cli,' h.v.se in n.y district in Leeds, where 
zenerillj :r:ni nftj t: :. hnnired n.:n ;vn i w^n.en a^senible^i. on Sabbath 
g-r- - - - - — _ '-^g^ r:«. m. ^"i:h an crg-.ui. The ,-c'-::var.y elected achaimian, 
w- ; .:_"-. :'i: l vfr^e .r t^:- c: ^VAtts' cr Wtslvys Hymns every quarter 
cf an h::ir. •=-l::h they ■^J.ng >ti.n iing. wi:h their h;.:s c:f — the intervals 
c: thi^ :h-5-hen:;ni nirckerv c: worslnr beln:: svent in smoking and 
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As I have already said, however, the mpin cause of this 
evil in the United Kingdom is the drinking system. 

Dr. William Tait, for many years surgeon to the Edin- 
burgh Police Establishment, in his work on Magdalenism, 
frequently refers to this point. In his chapter on " The 
Dissipation of Prostitutes,^* the Doctor makes the following 
observations : — " Before the causes of intemperance in prosti- 
tutes can be fully comprehended, it is necessary to take a 
more extended view of the subject, and look, first, to the 
sources whence these unfcJrtunate creatures are drawn. It 
will be shown, when speaking of the causes of prostitution, 
that its ranks are supplied, in some measure, from those who 
have been trained from infancy to drinking — who imbibed 
with their mother's milk the desire for intoxicating liquora, 
and unconsciously formed a habit which their riper years only 
confirmed, and rendered more inveterate. A second-class 
who have recourse to a life of prostitution consists of those 
who have been brought up under a good moral and religious 

training, &c A third class is composed of those 

who have first formed the habit of intemperance, and subse- 
quently resorted to a life of prostitution in order to procure 
the means of satiating their desires for stimulating liquors. 
The first of these drink to excess, in order to gratify a 
constant uneasy feeling of ^eir nature, and which, from hav- 
ing become a habit with uiem, they cannot resist any more 
than they can resist the cravings of hunger and thirst. The , 
second have recourse to strong liquors to drown remorse and . '" 
shame, and expel from their mind all uneasy feelings regard- 
ing their awful situation. The menial agony which many 
of them experience in their sober moments is so afflicting and 
intolerable, that they are glad to intoxicate themselves in 

* Magdalenism : An Inquiry into the Extent, Causes^ and Consequences 
of Prostitution in Edinburgh. By TVilliam Tait, Surgeon. 2d. Ed., pp. 360. 
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order to obtain a moment's ease. .... The remedy 
of intoxication is again prescribed by their companions in 
misfortune and associates in wickedness, as the only cure for 
low spirits. The first month of their wicked life of prostitu- 
tion is thus spent in continued drunkenness ; and the habits 
of dissipation is formed before they arrive at a sense of their 
miserable situation. . . One of these poor girls who came 
under the author^s charge on a sick bed, and who had been 
brought up by parents who set her the best example, confessed 
to him, with tears in her eyes, that she found it impossible to 
follow this wicked life, or speak to a gentleman on the street, 
without being under the influence of ardent spirits ; that she 
spent the first six months of that life in perpetual dissipation; 
and that, by the time she first came to her senses, she found 
it utterly impossible to desist from tasting liquors. 

" From whatever cause the habit of intemperance arises, it 
may be said the evil is all but universal amongst prostitutes. 
Some of the dames at the head of the most resnectable brothels, 
do not allow their girls to drink to excess, the usual allowance 
being only two or three glasses of spirits a day, the conse- 
quence of which is, that very few gii'ls, who have been for 
any considerable time on the street, will continue long on 
such spare allowance, and oftener prefer a house of an inferior 
description, where they may revel and dissipate at pleasure. 
No sacrifice is counted too great, so that they may obtain 

spirituous liquors Their money is easily gained, 

and it is as willingly and readily spent ; and it may be 
said to be all spent on drink. . . Their clamour for 
drink is incessant ; and every artifice is had recourse to in 
order to obtain it. However objectionable and immoral the 
life is which they lead, there can be no doubt that it is 
rendered much more wicked, hateful, and miserable, in con- 
sequence of intemperance." 
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Dr. Tait, in discussing " The Causes of Prostitution" 
devotes a chapter of. five pages to " Intemperance." I 
shall transcribe only a few sentences : — " The habit of intem- 
perance is one of the greatest evils that can befal either man 
or woman. If it is not the cause, it is almost invariably 
associated with every species of crime. There are few causes 
of prostitution more prevalent, and none more powerful than 
inebriety. The history of the greatest number of abandoned 
women furnishes lamentable proof of its injurious tendency. 
Many prostitutes, it is true, were not habitual drunkards 
before surrendering themselves to a life of licentiousness ; but 
comparatively few have yielded to the entreaties of their first 
seducer without being previously brought imder the influence 
of intoxicating liquors. Most of the married females in the 
lower, and all belonging to the genteel, ranks of society, who 
have become prostitutes, had previously contracted habits of 
intemperance." 

In the 4tli section, entitled, " The Consequences of Prosti- 
tution,^* p. 219, Dr. Tait again refers to the drunken habits 
of fallen women, in the following pointed terms : — " Many 
of the unhappy beings pass days without tasting victuals, 
every penny which they can procure being spent on ardent 
spirits. Their desire for intoxicating liquors is, in many 
instances, much more powerful than that for food, and is 
always first indulged. Some might live a week without 
participating in an ordinary meal; but none pass a day 
without drinking whisky." 

Dr. Tait afterwards considers ^Thefnean^s to he adopted 
for tlie suppression of prostitution,* The first point to 
which he alludes, at p. 273, is * Attention to tlie causes of 
prostitution, an indispensable step to improvement* Under 
this division the writer once more calls attention to the 
ravages of HIhe drinking system. " Intemperance," says he, 
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at p. 283, " is an evil which is even more serious in its con- 
sequences than prostitution. A temperate prostitute is a. 
far more enviable character than a dissipated woman who is 
not a prostitute. . . To avert the evU consequences of 
intemperance, among which prostitution is one, it is necessary 
that there should be a thorough change in the tasting and 
treating customs of the present day. People of influence and 
fashion must begin to show their kindness to their friends iu 
a diflferent manner than by administering to them wine and 
cake, which is only a stepping-stone to greater excesses. 
Whenever the higher ranks begin to manifest their detesta- 
tion of all drinking usages, their servants, and the working 
classes of society, will soon follow their example." 

Dr. Tait concludes his painfully-interesting volume with 
the following sensible observations : — " Without in the least 
undervaluing the advantages of religious and other kinds of 
instruction, it may be safely affirmed, that although there- 
were a church and a school situated at the entrance to every 
brothel, prostitution would still exist. No single measure 
will suffice to put a stop to it. If good be done at all, it will 
be by the adoption of a multiplicity of means, among which,, 
the removal of the causes will form the most important and 
successful." 

The lamented and highly-esteemed Dr. James Miller, 
Professor of Surgery in the University of Edinburgh, in his 
pamphlet — " Prostitution — its Cause and Cure " — thus- 
writes — "A woman that drinks will do anything," is too true 
a proverb; and its interpretation is easy. The alcoholics, 
habitually, or even only occasionally in excess, — and to a 
young healthy woman very little proves truly excessive, — 
stimulate the animal passion, while lowering the moral con- 
trol ; at the same time reason is perverted and obscured, 
while imagination burns brightly ; and so, partly through 
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lust, but mainlj bj yielding, in hot and hasty inconsiderate- 
nesB, to the pressure of entreaties^ the nature and tendency 
of which she has neither time nor temper to determine, she 
fisklls an easy prey. The seducer knows right well the value 
of the " refreshment," even when undrugged, with which he 
plies his victim. 

By and by the unfortunate grows a hardened prostitute ; 
and then, what made her so, keeps her so. Remorse has 
often been busy in her breast, and conscience would fain 
speak honestly. Both must be silenced ; and drink is found 
a ready remedy. Its constant use begins, not in vicious 
craving for its stimulus, but in earnest, agonizing tJiirst for 
its narcotic power. The body could do without the one, 
but the racked mind may scarce exist without the other. 
Drink then becomes necessary to maintain the prostitution, 
and prostitution must be continued to provide the drink. 
Terrible reciprocity ! " Our decided impression is," says Dr. 
Sanger, " that not one per cent, of the prostitutes in New 
York practise their calling without partaking of intoxicating 
drinks;" and hear the weighty words of a poor London 
Magdalene, — " No girls could lead tlie life we do without gin /" 

Dr. Miller, when referring to the male sex, remarks : — 
Pull many a man is led captive to the impure embi'ace of tho 
harlot, who would have stood firm against the temptation, 
had it not been for the previous act of intempeiunce, wliich, 
while it stimulated lus animal desire, obscured his reason, 
and depressed his moral power. 

Dr. Parent Duchatelet, a distingui^ed medical gentleman 
in Paris, in his well-known work on " Prostitution in the city 
of Paris," in pointing out the " Peculiar Defects of Prosti- 
tutes," alludes to intemperance in the following terms : — 
The love of strong liquors may be placed at the head of 
these defects ; it may be considered as general, although in 
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different degrees. They early acquire this habit, from a 
desire to prevent reflection ; and they insensibly accustom 
themselves to it, until the practice becomes so strong as to 
preclude all chance of returning to a better state, and finishes 
by plunging them into the lowest state of brutality. . . . 
How wretched must be the state of an unfortunate, obliged, 
during the same day, to drink to excess with two or three 
individuals ! Women of a superior class, knowing how in- 
jurious such excesses would prove to their interests, rarely 
intoxicate themselves, but they consume an immense quantity 
of punch, the favourite liquor of all prostitutes, and also 
champagne. It is not, then, without cause that I attribute 
to excessive drinking the particular bell-like sound of voice 
which is met with in some prostitutes. 

In ISGO the Eev. Dr. Alexander Wallace, Glasgow, spent 
some time in Paris and visited many of the more degi'uded 
parts of that city. In an article in the Scottish Review^ he 
writes as follows : — Drinking and licentiousness, the con- 
nection between the wine-shop and the maison de tolerance 
(house of ill-fame), are truly appalling. Wine and women, 
drinking and debauchery, are plainly seen to be the great end 
for which thousands of the Parisian workmen live. They 
drink heavily at wine and brandy — they are soaked with 
them ; but they drink with an ultimate object in view — their 
home, in short, is the wine shop and the brothel. 

The Rev. William Be van, Liverpool, in a Lecture delivered 
in the Music Hall there, in June, 1843, observes : — 
Habits of inebriatio7i have a very visible connexion with 
female deterioration. Intoxicating drinks are einployed by 
the seducer. Intoxicatincr drinks are the stimulants of the 
debauchee. Intoxicatin£c drinks arc clamoured for in the 
haunts of uncleanness. Intoxicating drinks are the beverages 
of their unhappy visitants. Drunkenness and prostitution 
are twin abominations. 
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The Rev. Dr. James Morison, Glasgow, in a tractate 
issued in 1854, says — Now, it seems to be an accredited 
fjEkct in humanity, that in the use of intoxicating drinks 
there is, to many, an incentiAe to other criminal in- 
dulgences, and a way prepared for the heart being captured 
by temptation when the sentinel of reason is off its guard. 
The miserable daughters of immodesty, who haunt and in- 
fest our streets, are almost all devotees of Bacchus. They 
find that the use of strong liquors is an indispensable pre- 
paration for their deeds of darkness and obscenity. They 
have also, in general, learned enough of human nature to 
know that they can most readily entangle in their snares 
those who have previously prostrated the rnan and aroused 
the animal within them by the use of intoxicants. 

The able writer already quoted from, in the Westminster 
Beview, says : — The following, though in a work of fiction, 
is a faithful picture of the feelings of thousands of these poor 
wretches : — " And now listen to me, Esther. You loatlie 
the life you lead, else you would not speak of it as you do. 
Come home with me ; and to-mon'ow I will see if some honest 
way of living cannot be found for you. Come home, I say.' 
* I tell you, I cannot. I could not lead a virtuous life if 
I would. I should only disgrace you. If you will know all,' 
said she as he seemed inclined to urge her, ' I must have 
drink. Such as live like me, could not bear life without 
drink. It's the only thing to keep us from suicide. If we 
did not drink, we could not stand the memory of what we 
have been, and the thought of what we are, for a day. If I 
go without food and without shelter I must have my dram. 
Oh 1 you don't know what awful nights I have had in piison 
for want of it,' said she, shuddering, and glaring roimd with 
terrified eyes, as if dreading to see some spiritual creature 
-with dim form, near her." 
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Mr. Thomas Beggs, author of a Prize Essay on Juvenilo 
Delinquency, thus writes in the Temperance Record, London, 
of February, 1870: — We are quite aware that there is much of 
prostitution which cannot be traced to the active agency of 
intemperance, but the larger amount of it is caused or aggra- 
vated by the habits of diinking. We do not speak so much ol 
what takes place in Alhambras, music-halls, dancing-saloons, 
and gin-palaces, as of that which is going on silently and 
quietly, and which does not obtrude itself on the gaze. It 
would be a long and tedious history to trace the causes of 
prostitution, but it is a necessary work before legislation can 
do anything, and before a proper scope can be given to 
voluntary effort. We do not mean that the whole or the 
majority of the girls who fall into the snares of the tempter are 
under the influences of strong liquor at the moment of tempta- 
tion, although there can be no doubt of the fact that such 
liquors, plied freely in houses of questionable entertainment, 
are very often the means employed to throw a weak girl off 
her guard. What we mean is this, that the drinking habits 
of parents deprive girls of that education at home which 
would implant virtuous inclinations and resolves, and they 
leave home to seek their place in the world without being 
fortified by that instruction which would prove a safeguard 
in moments of periL . . 

The most general cause of vice in the young of both sexes 
is the neglect and intemperance of parents. Diinking is 
associated with all the fashionable follies and amusements of 
the day, and strong drinks are used as agents by both the 
seducer and the procuress. While under the excitement of 
drink, the youth of our country become an easy prey to the 
tempter. In the face, then, of an evil of such magnitude, we 
enforce the importance of attention to the drinking system, 
and earnestly desire that those who seek by reasonable and 
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Christian means to abate prostitution, — and which abate- 
ment will not be effected, however beneficent such a work 
may be, bj attempts to raise the fallen, but by cutting off the 
supplies — should inquire into the relations between intem- 
perance and the worst features of that' evil. Tliey will i^er- 
ceive that^ as an essential means to a groat end, they must 
promote the Temperance Reformation. 

In a letter, of date Jan. 26, 1843, addi-esscd to myself 
by the late Mr. Wm. Brebner, for several years Governor of 
Glasgow Prisons, he states: — In reference to the proposL 
tion that * prostitution would never be suppi-essed to any 
extent) so long as intemperance continued/ I am of the same 
opinion, as have I ever been. Indeed, thci*e cannot, I think, 
be any doubt but that the evil influence of intemperance upon 
the morals of the community contributes largely to cause 
prostitution. It unquestionably inflames the passions, blunts 
the moral sense, weakens the power of self-control, and 
renders its votaries the easy prey of every bad habit and 
licentious practice. Hence we find, that, with but few 
exceptions, intimacies between the sexes formed in public 
houses generally result in the seduction of the female, who 
eventually, when deserted by her betrayer, • becomes the 
bold and unblushing prostitute — widening, by her pestiferous 
example, the circle of crime, and spreading contagion around 
her. Drinking almost always, es2>ecially in towns, is a con- 
comitant of unchaste practices ; — the one generates the other, 
and, like cause and effect, are ever found in alliance, render- 
ing its unfortunate subjects still more degraded — more Con- 
firmed in bad habits — less able to resist temptation, and 
making their recovery almost hopeless. 

In the summer of 1854, at the request of a respectable 
family in Lancashire, I hunted out an unfortunate daughter 
whom I found in a notorious second-class brothel in Brunswick 
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Street, Glasgow. This vile den was not unfrequently visited, I 
believe, by one whose name I often observed in the public 
prints, but whose memory, like that of the wicked, " shall 
rot." In company with another friend I had a short inter- 
view with the young woman outside the door of the brothel. 
The parents were anxious for her return home. On handing 
her a note I had received from her mother, she at once 
recognised the writing, saying, as the tears streamed down 
her cheeks, **0h, I love my mother." In course of con- 
versation, she remarked, " One .thing makes me afraid to go 
home : I am fond of drink ; my constitution is broken up ; 
many a day I never taste food, and then I fly to the whisky 1 
Teetotalism is practised in my father's house, and I am 
afraid I could not live without drink.*' At a subsequent 
interview with this unhappy creature, smiting her breast, 
she said, " I have not a minute's peace in my present way of 
living, but I cannot bear to think of sitting face to face, at 
the same table, with my two brothers and sisters ; " and, 
with a wild look, added, ''I must remain where I am, and 
they must just put me down as lost." 

The following observations appeared in the first edition of 
my "Exposure," published twenty-eight years ago: — No 
parent, who looks to the safety of his daughter, should allow 
her to engage as a servant in an inn or public house. It is 
almost impossible for young females to escape the snares 
which are laid for them by those who frequent such houses. 
Being obliged to keep late hours, they not unfrequently 
apply to intoxicating liquors, it may be moderately, for the 
purpose of raising their spirits, and thus become an easy prey 
to gentlemen whom I have known to visit public houses, 
for several weeks, for the very end of seducing a good-looking 
girl. In Leeds I met two orphan sisters, living in a second 
class brothel, aged seventeen and nineteen years respectively, 
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•who were seduced by men frequenting the public house where* 
they were servants. 

I have stated that one-fourth of the girls have been, 
servants in inns and public houses, where they were seduced 
by those frequenting such places ; but the fact is, the re- 
maining three-fourths betake themselves to drink before 
turning out to the street. A mother, residing in Leeds, 
gave her two daughters intoxicating liquors in order to pre- 
pare them for an officer and a sea captain. The youngest 
daughter, fourteen years of age, wept bitterly, which pro- 
duced such an effect upon the captain's mind, that, instead 
of seducing the child, he gave her half a sovereign ; but the 
unnatural mother, being determined upon her daughter's 
ruin, made an engagement with a more hardened villain, who 
accomplished the girl's ruin. The mother soon after died 
in a most miserable condition, and, according to the last 
account I heard of the two sisters, they were keeping a house 
of ill-fame. I once visited, for about six months, an orphan, 
fifteen years of age, then in an hospital. Her only sister 
had got her intoxicated, and then a monster, in human form, 
accomplished his fiendish purpose. 

In the eourse of missionary work I met with the following 
painful case : — The girl's father was a public servant, and 
one evening a gentleman sent him out of town on business ; 
this person beiag aware that the mother was in the countiy, 
then went a second time to the house, and after getting 
the innocent daughter partly intoxicated, accomplished her 
ruin. He remained until early in the morning, and when 
he left gave the girl two guineas as a compensation for her 
destroyed virtue. The mother came home next day, and 
finding her once blooming child out of order, with plenty of 
money, inquired how she got it. The girl burst into 
tears, and told her what had happened. The mother soon 
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died, and the daughter went farther astray. I always found 
her grateful for a visit, and seemingly anxious to hear ahout 
Christ. Having attended a Sabbath school, she had a good 
knowledge of many parts of the Bible. When conversing 
one day, she said, *' Oh, if I had but attended to the in- 
structions of my kind Sabbath school teacher, I should not 
have been in such an awful condition as this. Oh, sir, do 
you think I shall get better ? I should like to do so, that I 
might lead a different life ; but I fear death is approaching { 
I cannot move that poor hand ! Will you take hold of it I 
Lord Jesus, have mercy upon me, for I am a poor sinner. O 
pray for me, for I cannot pray for myself ! " She had been 
a good-looking person, but what a change in about two years ! 
She died at the age of twenty-two, a victim to that dreadful 
malady which curses the victims of this vice. The whole 
surface of her body was covered with ulcere, which sent forth 
such effluvia that it was impossible for even the medical 
attendants to remain many minutes at tlie bed-side. 

About three yeara ago [i.e. 1840] Elizabeth Gardner, 

eighteen years of age, left C and came to Glasgow. She 

was shortly after that led astray, and two years ago was ad- 
mitted into the Magdalene Institution, and dismissed some 
two months ago : but having no friends in town she " could not 
starve (she said) and had to take to the street." She sent for 
me, and requested me to write to her father, and inquire if he 
would allow Ler to return home. I did so, but receiving no 
answer, and finding that she was anxious to get away from 
her old companions, I 2)i"ocured a few necessary articles of 
clothing, and had her sent home Vi/ the coach ; but, strange 
to say, he would not allow his daughter to enter the house, 
and, although for several hours exposed to a severe storm, 
her stepmother bolted the door against her, about 10 o'clock. 
A poor %> oman a neighbour, took j^ity on the unfoiiiunate 
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creature, and gave her shelter for the night. Next morning 
she requested a note to me as an evidence that she had been 
liome, but he could not be troubled writing, and gave her the 
letter I sent him. Next day she walked back to Glasgow, a 
distance of 20 miles, and called upon me with the letter, ex- 
pressing a desire to get employment ; but returned, I believe, 
reluctantly, to her former sinful course. 

A few months after, when visiting the Police Office on 
Sabbath, the 12th March, the turnkey opened the door of the 
" dead house," and there I observed poor Gardner's lifeless 
body ! After leaving the Office I went to tbo brothel where 
the deceased lodged, and met four females, who informed me 
that a private soldier of the regiment in Hamilton barracks 
had been going about the house during the week, and given 
the inmates at least one bottle of spirits every night ; but on 
Saturday afternoon he sent the mistress to A 's spii it- 
cellar for three bottles of whisky, which were consimied by 
the deceased and other four females, from five to six 
o'clock ! A man who resides in the same court stated to 
me that he passed the house on the previous evening about 
twelve o'clock, and saw no appearance of any person ; bu 
returning in about five minutes, he observed the corpse of 
the deceased, which was not quite cold, and likewise heard 
the master of the bad house exclaim, " what's that ! — she's 
gone !" There was a post-mortem examination, and the 
medical gentlemen informed me that she died of " congestion 
of the brain or turgidity of the blood-vessels, occasioned by 
intoxication, cold, &c., and that there was a pint and a half 
of liquid in the stomach, which consisted chiefly of ale, porter, 
and alcohol." I wrote the father the day after, but he paid 
no attention to the letter. Captain Miller, Head of the 
Police, granted me liberty to inter the body, and her remains 
were laid in the narrow house appointed for all living. 
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Were it not for the intoxicating draught, neither of the 
parties could continue in their deeds of darkness. The 
mistress and bully have acknowledged this : often have the 
poor girls said to me, while the tears trickled down their 
pallid cheeks, " Ah, sir, we never could go on in our 
miserable course, were it not for intoxicating liquors. It is 
the last thing at night, and generally the fii-st thing in 
the morning." Banish intemperance, then, and prostitution 
would, to a great extent, be unknown amongst us. 

The following is a brief extract from my pamphlet entitled 
" Moral Statistics of Glasgow," published twenty-one years 
ago : — When visiting and distributing tracts one day in 
Inverness, in January, 1848, I conversed with three 
sisters ; the youngest was recovering from fever, and 
all the three were unfortunate females. In a second 
house, I met two sisters who were following a similar course. 
In another hovel, a mother had lived a harlot for a con- 
siderable number of years; the joiners entered the house with 
her coffin while I conversed with her three daughtei^, all of 
whom are following the same downward career of their late 
mother. It is only a few months ago since a fourth daughter 
died a loathsome victim at Aberdeen ! These wretched sisters 
told me, in the most explicit teims, that drink had not only 
been the cause of their seduction, but it was also partaken of 
daily, to enable them to persevere in their course of wicked- 
ness. " Drink, drink ! " said they, " and nothing but drink 
has brought us to this state of shame and degradation.'^ 
Hundreds of this miserable class, in other parts of the United 
Kingdom, have made similar statements to me. 

My attention was first directed to factories as a cause of 
prostitution from an interview Iliad in Leeds, in 1838, with 
the late J. Keado, Esq., author of one or two useful religious 
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works. In course of conversation, Mr. Reade said, — "I 
have been a member of the Committee of the Leeds Guardiian 
Society for upwards of twenty years, and I verily believe 
that nearly one-half of the unfortunate females who have 
been questioned by me, when applying for admission, were 
seduced from the intermixture of the sexes in factories, and 
not a few cases where girls were seduced duiing working 
hours. I have often said that masters professing to be 
Christians were very much to blame in this matter." There 
is much truth in the good man's statement on this point. 
I have met with several affecting cases of the kind not only 
in England but in Scotland. Some of the workrooms in the 
warehouses of Glasgow, where young females are extensively 
employed, are hotbeds of uncleanness. 

Passing over the other causes enumerated, as leading to 
prostitution, I cannot help referring to that base class of 
procuresses who prowl about for the purpose of entrapping 
unsuspecting young women. At page 39 I have narrated 
one affecting case relating to Glasgow. The following one 
appeared in the annual report of the Leeds Town Mission 
for 1841, about twelve months after I left that town. 
The missionary — ^a venerable Wesleyan Methodist — and I 
often visited together in the depraved part of the town to 
which he refers, and his earnest kind words were always 
listened to with attention. 

The case of " S. W" ought to teach parents not to treat 
hastily or harshly any of their children, especially the female 
members of the family. 

*• S. W., (says the report) a young female about 
sixteen years of age, left service and returned to her father's 

house, in the village of , 14 miles from Leeds. He 

being a poor man, and having a family, found it hard to 
support her. This caused him to use unkind words. 
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telling her that she must get another place, as he could 
not keep her. Ignorant of what was before her, she left 
his house and came to Leeds, thinking that she would 
find no difficulty in obtaining a situation. Being with- 
out money or friends, she wandered about the streeta 
till night, when a woman met her, and asked "if she 
was a stranger, or had any friends in town.'* She 
answered in the negative, and said she was a stranger. 
* Well,* said the other, * if you will come along with me I 
will take you to a place where you will have good lodgings, 
and they will put you in a way to get a good living.* Over- 
joyed at the news, she followed her perfidious guide, first 

into Boot and Shoe Yard, and then into Yard, where 

she was placed in the hands of that notorious woman. Thus, 
in one day, a poor defenceless child left her parents* house, 
walked a long journey, traversed the streets, and at night 
found herself within one of the filthiest brothels in town. 
The first question was, * have you any money? 'No.* — 
' Then what have you to pawn V * Nothing but a silk 
handkerchief.* ' Come, then, hand it over.' This was soon 
pawned by the servant, but no ticket was produced. Next 
morning she was again asked, * Well, what have you to pawn 
to-day 1 Come, hand over your shawl.* That was taken 
also. — Towards night it was said, * Come, you must get 
drunky and give your mind to it, for you must begin your 
trade to-night.* She was obliged to do as she was bidden, 
and next morning found her ruined ! 

" She was extremely distressed ; sometimes she thought 
of finding her way home, and on her knees beg pardon; but 
again conscience smote her, and her heart seemed ready to 
break and sink in despair. She walked up and down the 
yard distracted, and was about to throw herself into the 
river, to end her shame. It was then that the good womau 
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who lived in the cottage, in the same yard in which the 
missionaTy held his meetings, providentially looked out at 
her window, and saw the poor girl slowly moving towards 
the door. Her profuse tears silently told her distress. She 
opened the door and said, ' Come in, unfortunate creature— 
lihou hast not been long accustomed to such a life as this.' 
The woman informed the missionaiy, he wrote to the parents, 
and her mother came and took her home." 




PROSTITUTION-ITS EXTENT. 

The following is a statement of the extent to which the 

system of Prostitution prevailed in the City of Glasgow in 

1842 :— 

Number of houses of ill-fame, as near as could be 
ascertained, 450 

Number of harlots— four on an average in each house, ... 1800 
Number of bullies, or *' fancy men," three on an average 

in each house, 1350 

Number of "mistresses" of such houses, 450 

Total living directly by prostitution, ... 3600 

Number of male Vbitors to each house weekly, 80 

Number of weekly visits to the 450 brothels, 36,000 

The girls re^^eive, on an average. Is. from each visitor, 
making a weekly income for the 450 brothels of £1800 

The visitors lose, on an average, 2s. 6d. from robbery — 
this is a low estimate, — ^making a weekly sum for the 
36,000 visits of 4500 

Each visitor gives, on an average, 2s. for drink, making a 
weekly sum of 3600 

Total amount expended, directly, in support of prostitu- 
tion weekly, £9900 

Total sum expended annually, £514,800 

Number of girls who die annually (six years being their average 

life-time), three hundred ! 

This table includes, as nearly as possible, the total number 
of infamous houses in Glasgow, but the calculations, let it be 
observed, refer exclusively to the third or lowest class brothels. 
One item in the table to which I devoted much attention, is 
that referring to the number of prostitutes. I personally 
visited a large number of the brothels throughout the city, 
and obtained important information from others well qualified 
to speak on the subject. 
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At page 35 of the Rev. Dr. Wardlaw's Lectures on Prosti- 
tution, the Doctor quotes as follows from Dr. Hannay, Pro- 
fessor of Medicine in the Andersonian University, and for 
about 20 years surgeon to the Lock-Hospital : — " From the 
proportion received into the Lock-Hospital, Dr. Hannay (the 
able surgeon to that institution) says he is induced to believe 
that 1600 will bound the number who exclusively and openly 
.abandon themselves to this vicious course of life in the city 
of Glasgow." Dr. Hannay made a similar statement, as to 
the number of harlots, to myself, and referred in strong terms 
to (quoting his own words) " Drink, Dress, and the Glasgow 
Eair," as chief causes of prostitution. 

' It was not, I believe, till after the foregoing table, in 1842, 
was made up that I received a copy of a paper on the subject 
by Mr. Henry Miller, Chief Superintendent of the Glasgow 
Police. Mr. Miller's return was made in reply to queries 
addressed to him by Dr. Cleland, the careful and painstaking 
statician, and is dated, "Police Chambers, Glasgow, 21st 
August, 1840." The following are a few brief extmcts : — 
" Inclosed I send you a return of the number of houses of bad 
fame in the city, and of the females who live in and frequent 
the same. As they are under the surveillance of the police, 
and as a record of the names of the keepers of such houses 
is kept in the office, you may rely on the return as correct. 
It is a well known fact, that young thieves are harboured 
by them, and encouraged in their nefarious traffic. I may 
also mention here, that from forty to fifty strolling prostitutes 
are brought into the office every night from the streets of the 
city, and not a few of them seem to look for no other home. 

" The following return embraces tJie number of houses of 
had fame in the City of Glasgow^ showing tJie number kept by 
males andby females, and tlie number of females who live in 
and frequent the same ; — Number of houses of bad ff.me kept 
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by males, 49 ; nnmber of females who live in or frequent the 
same, 34^0 ; number of houses of bad fame kept by females^ 
155 3 number of females who live in or frequent the same, 
1129 ; total number of houses of bad fame, 204 ; total num- 
ber of females who live in or frequent the same, 1475. 

" The average age at which women become prostitutes- 
is from fifteen to twenty. — The average duration of 
women continuing prostitutes is, I think, about five years. 
The most common termination of the career of prosti- 
tutes is by death, and this is to be accounted for by the- 
extremely dissolute life they lead. For the most part 
they live in a state of great personal filthiness — they 
have most wretched homes — they are scarcely ever in 
bed till far in the morning — they get no wholesome diet — 
and they are constantly drinking the worst description of 
spirituous liquors. In addition to these evils they are ex- 
posed to disease in its worst forms ; and from their dissolute- 
habits, when disease overtakes them, a cure is scarcely 
possible. — Tlic great majority of prostitutes appear to entertain 
no sense of religion whatever. Many cases, however, occur 
of females brought to the office in a state of insensibility from 
poison, or from having attempted to drown themselves, and 
on being questioned as to their motives, the uniform 
answer is, — ^ I am tired of life — I am very unhappy — 
allow me to die.' " 

At the end of Mr. Miller's paper. Dr. Cleland says : — 
" In submitting the foregoing interesting particulars. Dr.. 
Cleland trusts that no over fastidious critic will think that 
he has overstepped the bounds of delicacy, his great object 
being to expose vice, and to contribute his mite towards the 
reformation of youthful delinquents. The wretched condition 
of tlicse unfortunate females calls loudly for interference on 
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In 1849 the Moral Statistics of Glasgow was published. I 
spent about twelve months in collecting materials for that 
little publication. Amongst other subjects I devoted some 
attention to that of prostitution, and at page 46, made 
the following statement : — " Taking the recent increase of 
population into account, it is my belief that the number of 
unfortunate females at present is not less than from 2000 to- 
2100." I may be mistaken, and have no desire whatever to 
dogmatise, far less to exaggerate on the subject, yet it is my 
opinion that, if the matter were as thoroughly investigated 
in Glasgow as it has been for several years in Liverpool, it 
will be found that the number of harlots in 1870 is about 2000. 
I am well aware that it is difficult to obtain accurate informa- 
tion as to the number of houses of ill-fame and those who live 
in or frequent them. In my list of brothels in 1842, I in- 
cluded not a few public houses, the back parts of which wenj 
fitted up as concealed boxes, which were regularly used for 
improper purposes, and that, too, at times, in course of the 
day. Most of these infamous dens, I am glad to observe, 
have been rooted out by the New Improvement Act, but 
the city, in spite of the praiseworthy efforts of certain 
magistrates, is not yet rid of public houses and spmt shopa 
whose chief frequenters are harlots and their followers. It 
is not so long since the city magistrates very properly 
refused the license to certain well-known houses resorted 
to by prostitutes, but the Justices of the Peace actually 
over-ruled this decision. The result is that those houses, 
continue to be visited occasionally by troops of second 
and third-class harlots, and not unfrequently too, in broad 
day light. Such proceedings on the part of the Justices 
furnish little encouragement to police officials, their subor- 
dinates, or other well disposed citizens, who try to suppress- 
this great social wrong. These remarks, however, do not 
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apply to all the Justices of the Peace. There are not a few 
of their number who are ever ready to vote against a license 
being granted to the class of houses to which I have referred. 

When investigating this great evil in different parts of 
the United Kingdom, I have often been impressed with the 
fact that a large number of fallen girls were without fiither 
or mother. In October, 1848, 1 visited the Glasgow Lock- 
Hospital, and conversed, in presence of the Matron, with each 
of the inmates — 29 in alL Four were unable to read; 19 of 
the remaining 25 had been connected with Sunday Schools, 
1 3 of them having been in attendance for a period of £r6m. 
2 to 6 years; 20 were from 15 to 20 years of age, 8 from 
20 to 25, and one had reached her 29th year. Fifteen had 
neither father nor mother, and two only had both parents 
alive. Well might Coleridge write so touchingly — 
" Keen blows the blast upon the moulting dove.** 

This fact has been pointedly refeired to in several of the 
annual i'eports of the Glasgow Magdalene Institution, and 
in that of December, 1870, it is said: — "Of the 104 cases 
admitted, 40 were full orphans; 27 were fatherless; and 25 
were motherless — in all 92, leaving only 12 who had both 
l)arents alive. These details fully corroborate what was 
stated in last report, ' that the state of orphanage seems to 
be the most prolific source of prostitution, and that in the 
great majority of cases the fall from virtue has taken place at 
a very tender age.' It cannot too often be repeated that in a 
Christian community like ours somethinsf more should be 
done to care for and shield the orphan before she becomes 
a mac(dalene." 

The ob33rvations which follow, apjieared for the most part 
in the first edition of my '^ Exposure," and are equally 
a]>plicable to the vile system at the present day. I might 
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easily adduce many painful cases illustrative of the appalling 
number of visitors to each house weekly, and the amount of 
money expended; but, on the score of prudence, forbear. 
This can be said of England as well as Scotland. 

The girls in third-class houses all turn out to the street, 
and when they meet a simpleton, lead him, not to where 
they lodge, for in many cases they sleep on the floor, but to a 
house kept and fitted up for the purpose, often with several 
beds in the same apartment. These houses are crowded with 
country people on the market-day, and on Saturday with 
town's people, from eight o'clock until three or four o'clock 
on Sabbath morning. Besides the drink, girls expect a 
shilling from the visitor, and the mistress claims one-half ; 
but they depend more upon robbery. They try to rob every 
man with whom they associate — and when inexperienced, 
get a regular training for it. I was the means of rescu- 
ing a girl in Leeds, who was kept for training " fresh 
girls " to be expert in picking pockets. "When a girl robs a 
man, and requires assistance, the "bully" immediately inter- 
feres, when the poor victim is glad to escape with his life, 
and, for the sake of his character, dare not bring it before 
the public. One evening I observed a girl shaking several 
bank notes before two bullies, under a gas lamp in High 
Street, Glasgow, and heard her say, " I have done the 
country jockey." "Workmen often lose the whole of their 
"wages in those houses on Saturday night. 

Magistrates are aware that the appearance of prostitutes 
at police courts, charged with crime, is of common occurrence. 
I met a girl in Leeds, only eighteen years of age, who had 
been criminally compaitted thirty-one times, and another in 
Rochdale was sent to Manchester prison forty-four different 
times. I also conversed with about six hundred fallen 
women when visiting the thieves' department of the Glasgow 
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Police Office, in 1842, on Sabbatih aftemoonSy but had not 
time to visit the whole of the female prisoners. 

Mr. Henry Miller, Chief Superintendent of the Glasgow 
Police, stated that " a large proportion of the robberies from 
the person, committed in Glasgow, take place in houses of 
ill-fame, or by prostitutes, amounting in 1840, to £2268.'' 
Mr. William Brebner, Gk>vemor of the Glasgow Prison, 
said, that during the year 1841, not fewer than 669 
prostitutes were committed for thefb and other offences. 
The Matron of the same prison gave it, as her opiQion, 
that out of 1157 female prisoners, 771 were harlots. 

Dr. William Tait, referring to Edinburgh, says: — 
"Kobbery is another consequence of prostitution. The 
extent to which this crime is carried on is very great. Let 
the records of the Justiciary Courts be consulted, and it will 
be found that nearly one-third of those who are convicted 
of robberies and larcencies belong to the class of prostitutes." 

In Sej)tember, 1848, the Cii'cuit Court of Justiciary was 
held in Glasgow. T was present at most of the trials, and 
shortly after tlie Court closed, I spent several days in visiting 
and conversing with 78 of the 88 who were tried, — 48 of 
whom were males, and 30 females. A large number of the 
women had been harlots, and most of them " habit and repute" 
thieves and robbers. I am supported on this important 
point by the writer in the Westminster Review, who says : — 
" It is notorious that nearly all prostitutes except the highest 
class arc either thieves themselves, or are connected with 
and supporters of professional thieves. It is calculated, by 
tliose most conversant with police courts, that more than one 
half of tliose convicted of larceny are prostitutes or their 
associates." 

It may, however, be remarked, that robbery is not gene- 
rally allowed in the first and second-class houses ; but if the 
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visitor appears to be a "passing stranger," lie is certain 
to get his pocket picked, if it can be accomplished. The girls 
are chai-ged not to rob a " regular visitor," except when he 
is intoxicated , and in such cases they often extract part of the 
contents of his pui*se, in addition to the " present." 

I recollect assisting to rescue a girl about seventeen 
years of age, whose mother held a respectable situation in 
Lord 's house. I wrote the mother, but she being un- 
well, his Lordship answered the letter, stating that he was 
" willing to pay for the unfortunate girl so long as she re- 
mained in the Asylum. " He did so, and sent a donation to the 
institution, per the late Wm. Beckett, M.P. for Leeds. This 
girl informed me that she saw her mistress take ^10 from a 
sailor's pocket while he slept. Another young man from the 
country entered the same house that week, and when he left 
found himself minus £35. Another man, about the same 
time, was robbed of £200 in a different house : his case was 
brought before the Magistrates. — When visiting the Glas- 
gow Police Office on a Sabbath afternoon, there were two 
prostitutes in separate cells ; one of them had robbed a gentle- 
man of £80, the other had pilfered twenty-nine sovereigns 
from a respectable-looking man from the country. The latter 
appeared rather surprised when she told him to go home to 
his family, asserting that she had never seen the old — ^— 
before. He sat down upon a form and commenced crying, 
not for his sin, but because he had lost his money, and did 
not know what to say to his unsuspecting wife. — Some 
months ago, when a medical gentleman was leaving Glasgow 
on his way to Ayrshire, he was accosted by a harlot, and 
after he left her, was mortified to find that she had taken 
his pocket-book, which contained upwards of one hundred 
pounds. 

Bullies, Of *' fancy men,* are chiefly supported by second 
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and are, in general, very ignorant. Several "wbo keep first-class 
houses in Glasgow cannot sign their names. In each of the 
houses they claim half of what the girls receive in "presents,** 
and charge high for board : XI weekly in first-class houses ; 
and 14s. in second houses. The girls have also to pay for 
the loan of dresses, and when they have money, which is 
seldom, it is spent on drink, fruit, trinkets, theatres, street 
musicians, &c. In first-class brothels it is quite common for 
the girls to receive from £1 to £5 from visitors, and in 
second-rate sinks of pollution, five shillings is expected. 

I have stated that two shillings are spent on drink on an 
average by each visitor, but the fact is, only one-half of that 
sum is spent while he is present The mistress receives the 
money, and pretends to go or send out for the intoxicating 
liquor (except where public houses are regular brothels), and 
it is an imderstood law, that she retains one-half of the 
sum for what they call in England " wack brass," and in 
Scotland "the good-will of the house." Drinking is also 
very common in first and second-class houses. Some mis- 
tresses send out for it^ and others sell it in the house at a 
great profit; but regular visitors are aware of this, and 
generally cause it to be brought in. One day several gentle- 
men drove up to a first-class house in my mission district 
in Glasgow, in a carriage with four horses, and had along 
with them a basket filled with bottles. 

The reason why I have referred so minutely to the expense 
of prostitution is, for the purpose of startling the public mind 
and arousing attention to a thorough investigation of the 
subject. It is an easy matter to get people to assent to the 
alleged number of unfortunate females; for example — 
"80,000 in London;" "4000 in Liverpool;" "3000 in 
Glasgow ; " — but it is very difficult to convince them of the 
amount of money that is spent in their support ; and, for 
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tliis reason, I have not taken into aooonnt the lai^ sami 
expended in first and second-dafls brothels, although it is mj 
firm conviction, that double the Aim stated is spent annnall^ 
upon this class, which loves ** darkness rather than light" 

It may be remarked in passing, that Dr. Sanger, in hii 
'' History of Prostitution," estimated the number of pros- 
titutes in New York, in 1858, at from 5000 to 6000, the 
population then being about 700,000, 

Mr. J. B. Talbot, London, author of a pamphlet^ entitled 
the " Miseries of Prostitution," thus writes : — " In a recent 

examination of a man named D , before the Court of 

Bankruptcy, Birmingham, the bankrupt stated (and had 
entered the expenses in his schedule), that he was constantly 
in the habit of visiting brothels, in one of which he ex- 
pended in one night the enormous sum of £40 for champagne 
only ; and that, among numerous items of a most ex- 
travagant nature, there appeared one of £2,000 a-year for a 
kept mistress. Mr. Smith, solicitor for the bankrupt, stated 
publicly, that * if the examination be pursued, parties now 
living in happiness with their families may be brought before 
this court for examination, and disclosures made which 
must inevitably ruin their domestic peace. Some men in 
this town, respectable in their stations, must have their 
names brought before the world as visitors of a brothel, and 
associates of one whose immorality cannot be doubted.* " 

The Editor of the Times in a leading article of June 22, 
1854, refers to one department, that of the base system of 
charges resorted to in the higher class brothels. He thus writes: 
" A case was tried on Tuesday before Chief Justice Jervis, 
which must have excited the greatest disgust in every man 
of ordinary feeling. When cases of this kind are brought 
before the Courts, we generally abstain from comment, 
simply because we would not give more publicity than 
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necessary to details already too well calculated to excite a 
prurient imagination, and to stimulate the laggard passions 
of exhausted debauchees. If for once we break silence, it i»» 
because in the present instance vice of the grossest kind is 
presented before the mind in a manner so strangely prosaic 
that even profligacy must; we should imagine, shrink back 
from the compte rendu — from the debits and credits — ^from 
the journal and ledger of the brothel. We are perfectly 
aware that nothing we can hope to say will altogether 
prevent the indulgence in vice of this kind. Still we should 
hope that there is such an amount of proper feeling left in 
Englishmen, that they must needs experience something of 
nausea and disgust at the business like manner in which the 
preparations for such excesses are carried on by the pander 
who makes a trade of them. Surely the mind of a man, 
however profligate, must revolt at the idea of entering a mere 
warehouse of brutal passion, in which women are bought and 
sold like cattle in Smithfield market 

" The thing has attained the diniensions of a regular trade. 
Some vill ain — general ly a foreigner — chooses a proper situation 
for an establishment of this kind ; he has his agents and his 
correspondents abroad; he directs them to look out, generally 
in France or Belgium, for such young women as are best 
adapted to his purpose, and that purpose is nothing less than 
to make his protit out of their prostitution. Such a person 
was the defendant in the case tried the day before yesterday 
in the Common Pleas. His name is Marmaysee, and he 
carries on his infamous business in Newman Street, Oxford 
Street. The girls imported by him are, from the moment 
they are consigned to him, completely within his power. In 
B, strange country, ignorant of the language and of the 
customs of the place, unable to find their way from one 
street to another, they are entirely at his mercy. 




"His method (^dealingwiththflmappean tobethu:— In 
the first place, they are bound to pay him so mucli a-week 
for board and lodging. Then, they nmst give up one half 
of all the monej they reoeive &om ^e visitors of tiie house. 
Then, any article of dothing th^ may desire, or .of vhich 
they may stand in absolute need—any pnrohase ihej may 
-wish to malco, must pass absolutely throngh his hands. All 
theee items of espenditnre are defrayed from the moiety <^ 
the receipts vhich the nnfortunate girls, ostensibly, ar& 
allowed to consider their own. It is scarcely necessary to 
say that, with so many opportmuties for running up a bUl 
agaiust the inmates, Marmaysee had but seldom occasion to 
hand over to them a balance of any kind. The young 
woman Hegiahal — the plaintiff in the recent action — pre- 
fevred a claim for £70. The defendant met the claim by a 
system of set-oSs. Evory time a girl in the establishment 
rode out in a carriage she was charged 5b. ; a bath — the use 
of a towel was made the occasion for a charge in the same 
way; and in this manner the keeper of the brothel 
endeavoured to cut down the claim of the wretched 
prostitute whom he was fieecing to a, mere trifle. The 
accounts, such as they were, appeared to have been kept 
with a certain pretension to regularity. Every Sunday 
morning the pander and the prostitutes balanced their 
accounts. So many visitors had been introduced to each 
inmate during the week ; so much was for them, so much 
for the proprietor. The costs of living had been so much,, 
di'ess and extra so much, balance 80 much, 'errors excepted.' 

" What can a man bo made of who would voluntarily go 
and wallow in such filth ? "With what face can he return to 
his home, or present himself in the society of persons of 
conduct and respectability, when fresh from scenes of such 
pollution! It would he idle for us to dwell any longer 
upon such a point." 
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It may be that some loose person sliall treat my plain state- 
ments, in this section, with ribaldry, but he must bear in 
mind, that children are starving in consequence — ^the widow 
is deprived of her hard-earned money for lodgings — ^the 
master's till is robbed — ^the honourable merchant meets 
with bad debts — the father is perplexed about his son — ^the 
mother is grieved about her once affectionate daughter, and 
the matron is ^.nxiously awaiting the arrival of a member of 
the family — what if an unfaithful husband! It has long 
been on record, that " fools make a mock at sin." 
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OFFICIAL REPOKTS FOR 1870. 

EKOIiAND. 

I have been favonred with the following oommumcatdons 
from tLe chief officials of the respective Police Establish- 
ments in London, liverpool, Manchester, Leeds, Birming- 
ham, Edinburgh, Glasgow, Dundee, and Greenock. The 
Right Hon. C. P. Fortescue, M.P., Secretary of State for 
Ireland, has also forwarded to me a statement respecting 
Dublin, Cork, and Belfast. 

Colonel Fraser, C.B., Commissioner of the City Police^ 
London, forwards by his chief clerk, th6 following: — "26 
Old Jewry, London, 24th May, 1870. — ^SiR, — ^I am directed 
by the Commissioner of the City Police to acknowledge the 
receipt of your communication of the 21st inst., and in reply 
to forward you the accompanying return of the number of 
brothels in the city, and of the prostitutes who were resident 
in the city on a specified day in each of the last five years. 

*'Many prostitutes visit the city for the purpose of plying 
their calling, who reside and use brothels in surrounding dis- 
tricts. — I am, Sir, your obedient servant, — Robert Cousins, 
Chief Clerk." 

Number of " Number of Prostitutes 

Brothels. resident in the City. 

1866 8 11 

1867 6 43 

1868 4 22 

1869 4 17 

1870 3 18 

Colonel Henderson, C.B., Chief Commissioner of the 
Metropolitan Police, sajrs : — "Colonel Henderson presents his 
compliments to Mr. Wm. Logan, and begs to transmit for 



87 

his infbnnatioii, ■with reference to Mr, L.'s letter of the 
21st inst., the enclosed Abstract Return of the number of 
brothels and prostitotes in each diviflion of the Metropolittm 
Polioe.— 4 Whitehall Place, 8.W., 25th May, 1870." 
METROPOLITAN POLICE. 
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It appeare from Colonel Henderson's retnm that, witliin the 
Metropolitan Police District, in 1 870, the nnmber of brothels 
or places where proelitates are kept, lodge, reaort, Ac, iras (too 
tfunuand onehiauired and nineteen, while tiie munber of 
proBtitates was ne Uumuandfiee hundred imd^een. 
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The late Sir Bidiazd Mayne^ Chief Commiiwioner of the 
Metropolitaa Police, famiahed I>r. Acton with the nmnber 
of brothds and proat itut ea in the metrt^lia for 1857, which 
waa aa fbllowa ^—Bioihela, 2825 ; proatitatea, 8600. In 1841 
SirBidiard Majne atated the number of brothek in the 
metropolitan distdct to be 3325, and that of proatitotes 
9409. 

Major Greig, C.B., Head CoDatable, liverpool, famishes 
the fallowing through the chief soperintendent : — '' Liverpooi 
Conatabiilaiy Force, Central Police Office, May 17, 1870.— 
SiB« — ^I Ani directed bj Major Grei^ C.B., Head Constable, to 
acknowledge your letto: of yesterday's date, and in reply here- 
with forward two oopiea of the Head Constable's reports 
for the last two years (1868 and 1869). The facta con- 
tained in them speak for themselYea. — ^It must be remembered 
tiiat liverpool, like all large seaport towns, is subjected to 
exceptional conditions. The seamen frequenting the port, 
the large section of floating population, the immense tide 
of emigration which sets in every year at thia time, the 
annual excorsionistB from the mannfactoring districts, who, 
for iAuee or four months yisit, in thousands, oar town, ducks, 
BMid river — all these are so many causes of demoralisation. 
These no doubt account to a great extent for the large 
number of brotheb and prostitutes. Intemperance, especially 
in parents, idleness, lore of dress, want of proper early 
training and care, and poverty — these are doubtless amongst 
the causes which tend to prostitution. — ^I am. Sir, your 
obedient servant, — Besjamis Bide, Chief Superintendent." 

Upwards of twenty years ago, I called at the Central 
Police Office, Liverpool, and was cordially received by Mr. 
Whitty, the then respected Chief of the Police Force. The 
annual police reports were then remarkably well got up, but 
those for the last three years with which Major Greig has 
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favoured me, including one for 1870, appear to have been 
still further improved, and contain several clearly arranged 
tables full of important information to the social reformer. 

I quote the following from the report for 1869 : — 
"Table No. 8 gives the number of houses of bad character 
within the area of the Borough. Houses, the receivers of 
stolen goods, 26 ; public-houses, 145 (principally prostitutes 
with a sprinkling of thieves); beer-houses 34; coffee-shops 
43; and 18 other suspected houses, the resort of thieves 
juid prostitutes — 916 brothels and houses of ill-fame. The 
total of this table gives 1182 houses of bad character 
within the Borough. 

"Table No. 11 gives the number of brothels and prostitutes 
known to the Police, also a comparative statement for ten 
years. 132 brothels are kept by males, and 688 by females, 
making a total of 820, an increase of 31 over last year. 
There were 16 brothel keepers indicted for keeping disorderly 
houses. There are 2249 prostitutes, being an increase of 
30. There is some difficulty experienced in arriving at a 
strictly accurate return of these places and persons, owing 
to their frequent removals. 

"Table No. 12 gives the number of prostitutes taken into 
custody and summarily convicted for being disorderly in the 
streets, also the number of times the same person has been 
in custody — 1867 prostitutes were apprehended 4405 times.'* 
Major Greig has just favoured me with a copy of his 
«nntial report of October 15, 1870, from which I extract 
the following : — 

" Table No. 1 1 gives the number of brothels and prosti- 
tates known to the police, with a comparative statement 
for ten years. I cannot report favourably under this head. 
The number of brothels kept by men, is 167; kept by 
females, 663 — total, 830. Houses of accommodation, 68 ; 
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houses where prostitutes lodge, not brothels, 66. Number 
of prostitutes, 2450. 

"Table No. 12 gives the number of prostitutes taken into 
custody and summarily convicted for being disorderly in the 
streets, also the number of times the same person had been 
in custody. 471 had never been in custody before j 1,489 
were old offenders; 1,960 were taken into custody; and 
4,104 the number of times." 

Mr. W. Henry Palin, Chief Constable, Manchester, 
says : — " Chief Constable's Office, Town Hall, Manchester, 
18th May, 1870. — Sir, — In reply to yours of the 17th inst., 
I have much pleasure in forwarding you a copy of my last 
annual report ; in page 6 of which you will find the parti- 
culars you require. — I am, Sir, your obedient servant, — W- 
Henry Palin, Chief Constable." 

I find at page 6 of Mr. Palin's Peport, under the head- 
ing, " Number of houses of bad character," the " Resort 
of thieves and prostitutes," the following : — Public houses, 
74 ; beer-shops, 121 ; coffee-shops, 21 ; other suspected 
houses, 139, — total, 355; brothels and houses of ill-fame, 
249 ; number of prostitutes, 768. 

Mr. James Wetherell, Chief Constable, Leeds, says : — 
" Chief Constable's Office, Town Hall, Leeds, 20th May, 
1870. — Sir, — ^In reply to your letter of the 17th inst., I 
have enclosed you a copy of my last annual report in which you 
will find the number of prostitutes and brothels in Leeds — 
the population is about 260,000. As to the causes of 
prostitution they are many and various, but I am of opinion 
that intemperance and want of early moral training, to- 
gether with the allurements of sensational amusements, 
are among the chief causes of the evil, — I am, Sir, your 
obedient sei-vant, James Wetherell, Chief Constable." 

At page 9 of Mr. Wetherell's Report I find under 
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the heading, '^Number of houses of bad character," the 
'^Besort of thieves and prostitutes," the foUowing: — Public 
hooaes, 80; coifee shops, 3; other suspected houses, 16. — 
total 99. Brothels and houses of ill-fame, 80 ; other houses 
of bad character, 12— total, 92. 

Not finding anything in Mr. Wetherell's Report as to 
the number of prostitutes in Leeds, I addressed a second 
note to him, to which I received the following reply, dated, 
25th July, 1870:— "Dear Sir,— With reference to the 
paUic bouses, coifee shops, and other suspected houses, they 
were frequented by prostitutes, but could not be used for 
undisguised purposes of prostitution like common brotheb. 
In April of the present year, the number of prostitutes 
found in one night in Leeds (exclusive of some who were 
daased under the head of known thieves) was 242, rather leiis 
than the number for the year ending the 29th Sept., 1860." 

Mr. G. Glossop, Chief Superintendent of the Birming- 
ham Police, says : — " Borough of Birmingham, Police Office, 
19tli May, 1870. — Dear Sib, — In answer to your note of 
the 17th, I beg to inform you that we have only 207 
rqpsfcered brothels and 231 prostitutes ; but I have reason 
to believe that this is not near the correct number. Our 
population now is about 300,000. The causes of prosdrunon 
in a large town like this are the miscellaneous mixing together 
of flexes in various employments and places of amusement ; 
In additian to the usual source of drink, bad education, and 
tnining. — ^Faithfully yours, G. Glossop, Chief Supt" 

SCOTLASI>. 

Mr. Thomas Linton, Head Superintendent of the Zdin- 
bmgh PoHoe, says ; — "Police Chambers, Icth May, 1570. — 
DxMM Sib, — ^There are about 45 known brothels in Kdrnhcr^ 
but I am unable to give you the number of prusuuiLea. I 
Imwe no doubt that intemperance u a cause of prosSLCaQoo, 
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and that prostitutes are generally given to that vice. — I am, 
Dear Sir, faithfully yours, T. Linton." 

The editor of an Edinburgh newspaper, writing on the 
subject in 1867, says: — It is difficult to procure accurate 
statistics of the number of prostitutes in Edinburgh. There 
are more than one hundred brothels that are well-known to 
the police, and each of these houses on the average will 
{shelter five women. It will be quite safe to assume that 
til ere are fifty houses of the same kind not yet exsictly under 
the eye of the police, and in each of these houses there will 
be at least four women. Then there is a large number of 
stray women who are not attached to any particular house. 

Mr. Alexander M*Call, Chief Constable for the City of 
Glasgow, has favoured me with the following communication : 
— "Chief Constable's Office, City of Glasgow, 23rd December, 
1870. — Dea-R Sir, — You have addressed to me several 
queries in regard to prostitution and the number of brothels 
and prostitutes in the city. 

" There has not been any census taken of either since the 
year 1849, and the return then made was as follows : — 

Number of brothels within the Muncipality, 211 

Total, 211 

Number of prostitutes found in brothels, 538 

,, ,, on the streets, 509 

Total, 1047 

"Bearing in mind the large increase of population during 
the last 21 years, which cannot amount to less than 160,000, 
I am satisfied the increase in the number of brothels and 
prostitutes has not been in the ratio of the population. As 
regards the number of brothels, I am certain they have not 
increased at all. 

" Another feature is observable to those who, like myself. 
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Bave had a practical or oiHcial knowledge of such places 
and persons during the period referred to, that there arc now 
no such extensive hrothels as were then, and the business i» 
conducted with less ostentation and attractiveness to the 
outside world. The women do not now parado our public 
thoroughfares in broad day light, dressed in their tawdry 
finery, to the same extent, nor in that way hold out tlio 
same allurements to the thoughtless youth of tho city. 

" During the present year, the magistrates in tho police 
ooarts have more stringently enforced the provisions of the 
Police Act against such women prowling about, and tho 
consequence is, that our streets present a very different 
aspect. Betwixt tho 1st January, and 31st October last, 
1205 of these women were tried before the police courts. Ife 
'will be understood, in making up tho foregoing number, tho 
same person may figure two, three, or more times. 

" Moreover, I know from official returns that the clearing 
of the streets of these women has had a very material eff^rct 
in diminishing the number of the thefts from the [lersons of 
men. 

" You ask me whether I consider * intemperance to be a 
cause of prostitution, and if so, alx)ut to what extent.' 

'' That intemperance is a cause, and a very great cause, of 
prostitution, both in the male and the female, I have not 
the slightest doubt whatever, but it would Ix; mere speculation 
for me to make an attempt to assess the extent of either the 
cause or effect, — I am, Dear Sir, yours truly, A. M^Call, 
Chief Constable." 

Mr. D. Mackay, Superintendent of the Dundee Police^ 
sajs: — "Police Chambers, Dundee, 0th January, 1871, — 
IhBAB Sm, — I herewith send you the information desired. 
Number of prostitutes known i^} the Police within the 
Burgh of Dundee, 274 ; number of brothels, 2-L There 
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can be no doubt whatever, that inteinpeituice is a fruitful 
source of prostitution, and crime of every description. — I 
um, Dear Sir, yoiu's truly, D. Mackay." 

Mr. D. Dewar, Superintendent of the Greenock Police, in 
a letter of December 7, 1870, says : — " Dear Sir, — I cannot 
give you a correct estimate of the number of brothels or 
prostitutes in the town, as no computation has been made 
of them for many years. I take the liberty of enclosing 
herein for your information copy of a letter sent by me to 
one of our magistrates in January last, with accompanying 
returns in regard to prostitution. I have no doubt that 
drunkenness has much to do with the great evil. — ^Yours 
truly, D. Dewar, Superintendent." 

The following is an extract from the letter referred to : — 
" Previous to the passing of * The Greenock Police and Im- 
provement Act, 1865,' in which the greater part of *The 
General Police and Improvement (Scotland) Act, 1862,' is 
incorporated, we had no power in our Local Police Act to 
reach offenders of the class included in the enclosed returns, 
and, as a consequence, prostitutes thronged our streets at all 
hours of the night, and congregated in considerable numbers 
in brothels. The new powers were energetically exercised, 
and as a result, shortly afterwards, prostitutes seldom 
a])peared on the streets late at night, and there was a 
marked decrease in the number of disorderly cases. 

" They did not assemble in one house or brothel, and as a 
consequence had not the physical ability which they 
frequently exercised before of robbing and maltreating their 
dupes. There has been a marked decrease in the number of 
cases of assault and robbery since 1865. 

"Prostitution still exists to a large extent in our midst, 
but it is neither so flagrant nor so offensive as it was previous 
to November, 1865." 
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IRELAND. 

The Riglib Hon. C. P. Fortescue, M.P., Secretary of State 
for Ireland, sends the following : — 

" Irish Office, Great Queen Street, London, 7th July, 1870. 
— ^Deab Sir, — ^Mr. Fortescue desires me to acknowledge the 
receipt of your letter of the 26 th ult., and to forward here- 
"with the only statistical infonnation which the Irish 
Croyemment possesses on the subject to which your letter 
refers. — ^Yours feithfully, Henry M. Cruise. 

''Memorandum for Henry M. Cruise, Esq., — ^The statistics 
Mr. Logan asks for have been published every year since 
1863, in Judicial and Criminal Statistics of Ireland. 

" The latest figures for 1868 ai'e as follows : — 

Prostitutes known IIouscs of 

to the Police. Ill-fame. 

Dublin, 982 132 

Cork, 148 13 

Belfast, 367 123 

" It is right to mention that the statistics of Prostitution 
in England and Wales, published in the English Judicial 
and Criminal Statistics, have been considered unsatisfactory, 
and for that reason are not to be continued for 1869 ; and 
the Irish Statistics above quoted are considered not to be 
flatisfactory, and their collection is also to iSe discontinued. 

** The Police Returns do not disclose any opinion of the 
Authorities as to the Causes of prostitution, and it is not 
usual to elicit such opinions for the information of private 
persons, so that Mr. Logan's request at B. cannot be com- 
plied idth.— W. , 28th June, 1870." 




PROSTITUTION-ITS RESULTS. 

During the last five and twenty years or more, I have not 
only continued to give much attention to the subject, but 
have also read almost every thing that has been published 
on it in this country. It would be an easy matter to fill 
many pages with the result of these inquiries, but I feel as 
if a better purpose would be served by chiefly re-producing 
the substance of my own observations prior to 1843. 

ON FEMALES. 

In referring to the results of this evil on unhappy females 
the first thing that strikes me is, their short career — six 
years being their average life-time, after having given them- 
selves up to a course of prostitution. This will appear more 
sti'iking when we reflect on the early age at which they 
commence that course. Most of them are from fourteen to 
twenty-two years of age. Within the last eight months 
[i.e, in 1842] I have met five girls at one of our hospitals in 
Glasgow in a diseased state, at the tender ages respectively 
of thirteen, twelve, eleven, nine, and eight years ! The 
mother of the latter was in the hospital in the same con- 
dition. The revered Dr. Wardlaw when referring in his 
Lectures to the case of this girl of eight years, thus in- 
dignantly writes : — " Who is there who is not ready to join 
in driving from the society of human beings, with ' curses 
loud and deep,' the infamous miscreant who could be guilty 
of this unnatural violation?" I may also state, that I 
frequently observed in Leeds two twin sisters, orphans, who 
had been on the street for eighteen months, and were only 
eighteen years of age. 

The editor of the London City Mission Magazine, in an 
article on Greenwich, states : — '* We heard, on undoubted 
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evidence, of the case of a woman who, when expostulated 
with for her sin in keeping a bad house, and the feelings of 
a parent referred to as a motive to induce her to abandon 
her evil practices, replied, * But all parents do not feel as you 
do, for a mother came to me the other day, and asked me 
to take her three girls into my house. Their ages were 9, 
11, and 13/ These girls are still to be seen almost every 
night walking up and down London Street. They have 
been thus engaged now for about twelve months. Our 
missionaries met with very many cases of youthful depravity 
so great as to fill them with horror and shame.** 

It is a sad fact, that about eight prostitutes out of every ten 
are going about in a diseased condition ; and I could produce 
the testimony of medical men of high standing in the pro- 
fession, in different parts of the country to corroborate this. 
Keflect for a moment upon its fearful consequences on 
yirtuous unsuspecting wives and innocent children ! A 
short time ago I saw a yoimg mother present her first child 
for medical advice at an hospital After Dr. H. had put a 
few questions to her, he said, " Poor innocent child, it has 
already lost one of its eyes from the disease ! " There,*' said 
he, pointing to the infant, in other respects, lovely, "is proof, 
with a witness, of children suffering for the sin of the 
&thers!" The child's face presented a most affecting 
iq)ectacle, and the medical gentleman appeared to entertain 
little hope of its recovery. 

The girls are always exposed to night air, the worst kind 
of liquor, wet clothes, many of them are barefooted, and, 
in general do not get to bed before two or three o'clock in 
the morning ; and those that are great drunkards have often 
to sleep for nights together on stairs. 

In addition to these hardships, fallen women suffer 
much harsh treatment from their mistresses, except duxm% 
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the few weeks they continue popular with the visitors, but 
they generally try to get quit of them when unable, from 
disease, to " turn out for a living." I have known young 
females turned out from the higher class houses, almost in a 
state of nudity. One young woman was turned out by her 
mistress, and being in an imfit condition for benefitting any 
of the other brothel-keepers, they " had no room for Mrs. 

's refuse." She, however, got into an empty house ; but 

there being no Lock-hospital in that town, and having none 
to look after her, she soon became so diseased and 
miserable, that no person could remain in the house, and 
at last she entreated a few old associates to smother her, — 
** O ! women, smother me ; I cannot bear this — do smother 
me ! " and they did smother her. I have visited several of 
these unhappy creatures, in Glasgow and elsewhere, in such 
a putiid condition, that they have, in the height of suffering, 
begged to be deprived of life. 

Girls soon come down from first-class houses to the second, 
then to the third, then doion to the situation of a servant in 
one of these houses, and, finally, to the grave ! The mistress 
of a second-class house in Leeds sent one morning to a 
christian lady who sometimes visited bad houses along with 
me, to inquire " If the Scotch Missionary would be so kind 
as send home a poor girl ;" but it was self-interest which 
moved her. Her servant, who had set out, four years 
before, in a first-class house, had ruptured a blood vessel in 
course of the night ; and, being of no more use to her, she 
took this means of getting quit of the poor girl. I sent her 
home to Hull, where she soon died in the Infirmary. She 
belonged to a respectable family. 

I have often met with cases in England and Scotland, illus- 
trative of the foil wing passage from a new work entitled '^ Chris- 
tus Consolator : The Pulpit in Kelation to Social Life," by the 
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Rev. Dr. A. Macleod, Birkenhead. The Doctor thus writes : 
*^ Take one illustration more. Take one who may be a sister 
to such a boy — ^but who, as often as otherwise, is the fallen 
child of worthy parents in the country. The want of cloth- 
ing which she can call her own — so small a thing compar- 
atively as that — ^is often the chain which binds her to a life 
of which she is long ago tired. There was nothing in all 
negro slavery more atrocious than the methods by which 
girls in her condition are terrified by their want of clothing 
into continuance in a life of shame. When they enter the 
infamous dens which traffic in their shame, they are sup- 
plied with dresses which they ai*e never allowed to look upon 
as their own, and with trinkets which they are given to 
understand are stolen property; and by a hundred ugly 
phrases they are made to feel that escape with these clothes 
on their backs, and trinkets about their persons, would not 
only be tlieft from their taskmasters, but, in some hidden 
way, complicity in robberies which have been committed by 
others. Prisoners have escaped from Bastilles, but from 
bondage like this there seems to be almost no possibility of 
€3cape. What is required, therefoi^e, in true Christian work 
is * to set at liberty them that are bruised.'" 

Again, reflect how unfortunate females are abused by their 
supporters. I havjB stated that eighty men visit each third- 
class house weekly. This, at first sight, may appear a large 
number, but I am convinced of the truth of it, though prudence 
prevents me from giving full paiiiiculars ; but I will refer to 
tv/o cases, which prove that " eighty " visitors to each third- 
class house, weekly, is not overstated. The first is that of a 
girl only fifteen years of age, whom I met in June, 1839. 
She had travelled from Edinburgh to Leeds after a soldier, 
who left her there. Although all means were tried to 
induce her to return home, yet, being a stupid girl, she 
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kept me rimnmg after her for a few mouths, during -wliicli 
time ahe waa in a wretcfied condition from disease. It wb» 
not until sfter Edward Baines, M.P. for Leeds, succeeded in 
closing two of the houses where she lodged, that she com- 
plied. I engaged to pay her passage to Hull, hy railway, 
and then she was to sail by steamer, to Leith, where her 
father had promised to laeet her. She came down to the 
train, but waa a few minutes too late. Bather than allow hei' 
to return to the bad house, she was admitted iiito the Pro- 
bationary Peniteutiary, until the next boat sailed for Leith. 
When in the penitentiary, she van taken very imwell, and 
the surgeon had but little hope of her recovery. She often ex- 
pressed gratitude at being rescued; and stated several timea 
to the matron, that the Saturday (one of tlie market days in 
Leeds) before the Scotch missionary got her into the institu- 
tion, she herself had eleven visitors. The mistress she 
lodged with was a cruel woman. The girl waa sent home to 
Leith as soon as she recovered. 

The second case is that of a girl, seventeen years of age, 
who was enticed by another young woman, when cominghome 
from the factory, to go to a part of tLo town which the Leeds 
Magistrates called "thesinkof iniquity." She was landed in 
a house of ill-fame, kept by a man,— -about as surly and 
savage looking a character as ever I met, but at heart 
a coward. It was on Tuesday, the other market day for 
country people. This monster saw she waa a " fresh girl ; " 
the house was very throng, and, from hla harsh treatment, 
he had few girls. He gave her three glasses of spirits, then 
she was taken up stairs, and after having had ten or 
twelve visitors, she did what she could to get over the 
window. He heard the noise, came up staire, and threatened 
to take her life if she did not keep quiet, and she waa actually 
compelled to receive other visitors that evening. The girl cried. 
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bitterly when she related her case, and could give her oath on 
the subject. — She also was returned to her friends. I had no 
reason whatever to doubt the truth of her statement, and could 
bring forward other cases of as revolting a nature that have 
occurred in Glasgow. 

I remember conversing with a female, nineteen years of age, 
who came to Glasgow for a situation, but was taken by an old 
acquaintance to a second-class brothel off Bell Street. She 
informed me, while the tears rolled down her pale cheeks, 
that she had seen from eight to ten visitors at the house in 
course of a single Sunday, and above twenty additional in 
tlie evening. Several respectable families who lived on the 
same floor and above a second-class house, have also assured 
me that the number referred to do visit on Sabbath. 

But distressing though these statements are, the half has 

not been told. No other sin produces such deadening effects 

upon the mind — ^it 

*"*" Hardens a* within 
And petrifies the feeHngs.** 

Few days pass without the girls quarrelling with each other, 
and their language is often blasphemous. The inmates of 
first and second-class houses are, however, very anxious to 
keep on good terms with the neighbours, and many a quiet 
person has been led astray by their complacent manners. 
' They are very free with intoxicating liquors, in order to 
prevent complaints being made to the police when their 
visitors get disorderly. 

In death their mental arvguish %% inexpressible. — ^When 
I recollect many of their death-beds, and reflect upon their 
dying yells, — "I am lost ! I am lost ! No mercy for me !" — 
the heart sickens at the thought of thousands passing eveiy 
year into eternity, in a country called Christian, without any 
thing like zealous effort being put forth to direct them to Him 
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who allowed a Magdalene ^' to wash his feet with tears, and 
to wipe them with the hairs of her head." 

I shall refer to one case only ; it is that of a woman, above 
forty years of age, who kept brothels ftnr twenty years. She 
was in the habit of saying to her girls, ^' Come, put on a 
good fire ; it will prepare me for the fire people say I am 
to get in helL'' I attended her for six weeks, and sometimes 
happened to call when a notorious quack was dressing her 
sores: the shin bone was quite bare — the muscles being 
destroyed by disease. The first time I called, she interrupted 
me and said, ^' Oh, sir ! I have just been taking an account 
of how matters stand betwixt God and my soul : after 
weighing every thing exactly, I see hell opening, and I am 
dropping into it ! " At this time she was keeping two 
brothels, and I have seen her receiving the wages of iniquity 
when listening to the truths of God's word! She was 
afraid to die, anxious for a visit, but loath to part with the 
gain. I told her one day that she was as sui*e of perdition 
as if she were in it, if she continued to keep open the bad 
houses, and that this would be my last visit, if she did not 
shut them up. Next day I found both houses closed. I 
called for the last time on a Saturday night. The house was 
crowded with visitors. At the head of the bed stood her 
two sisters ; one of them kept a public-house, the other a 
brothel : at the foot of the bed stood four mistresses, smoking 
long pipes ; and at the side of the bed there were five 
or six unfortunate females, some of whom had been decoyed 
by the dying woman. I remained from 10 p.m. till near 
midnight, improving the strange, solemn event, and then 
engaged in prayer ; but if ever the ear of mercy appeared to 
be closed, it was at that moment : It seemed as if a voice 
said, ** Let them that are filthy be filthy still ! " 

The Rev. Dr. Timothy Dwight, of America, has left upon 
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record tho following solemn utterances: — "Into these de- 
plorable mansions the polluted female, cast off by mankind 
as an outlaw from human society, shorn even from the side 
of natural affection end parental mercy, betrayed by the 
villany of a second Judas, and hurried by shame, remorse, 
and anguish, enters never to escape. Here, from the first 
moment, she closes her eyes upon friends, kindness, and 
compassion ; takes her final farewell of earthly comfort ; and 
sees, with a dying eye, the last glimmerings of hope go out 
in eternal night. Here she bids an everlasting adieu to the 
Sabbath, the house, and the word of Grod. To her the calls 
of mercy are made no more. To her the voice of the 
Redeemer sounds no more. The spirit of truth cannot be 
supposed to enter the haunts of sin and death ; nor to shed 
the dew of life upon these voluntary victims of corruption 
by whom they are inhabited. Immortal life here becomes 
extinct. Hither the * hope^ of heaven ^ never comes, that 
comes to all:* and the wretched throng, embosomed by these 
baleful walls, enter upon their perdition on this side of the 
gi^ave." 

Dr. William Acton, London, in his half-guinea volume 
ou Prostitution, says: — The woman, the castle of whose 
modesty offered stoutest resistance to the storm of the 
seducer, often becomes in time the most abiding stronghold 
of vice. Saturated with misery and drink, perhaps then 
crime and disease, dead long in heart, and barely willing to 
live on in the flesh — ceasing to look upward, ceasing to strike 
outward, she will passively drift down the stream into that 
listless state of moral insensibility in which so many pass 
from this world into the presence of then* Judge. 

Dr. Acton, whose impressive and striking words, I have 
just quoted, was present at the Social Science gathering in 
Liverpool, in 1858. In one of the sections a paper was 




lead by Mr. Nathaniel Caine on Prostitution. ^Tlie Riglit 
Hon. Lord John RuBsell occupied ibe chair. At the close 
of Mr. Caiiie'a paper a. diseuaaion follov.ed, in which Dr. 
Acton and several others took pfcrt. The following an- 
the Doctor's closing words: — "With a large number it 
[prostitution] was an occupation or trade j and aa a trade 
they must take cai-e it did not become a nuisance. They 
could do no more ; nod particulaily when they knew that 
a woman only remained in this condition a few years, 
and then became amalgamated with society. And it was a 
question whether they Ehould not, during the time ehe was 
a prostitute, ameliorate her condition as much aa possible." 

Dr. Acton in his work on Prostitution, advocates 
similar views to those alluded to by him in Liverpool aa to 
harlots only remaining a faw years in their present con- 
dition, and thou hecoming " miialganiated icilh eaciety." 

This theory of Dr, Acton is, in my opinion, absurd ; it 
Beema to me — to quote the late Profeaaor James Miller 
in the Edinburgh Medical Journal, when answering another 
medical writer's views — ■ "nonsense, absolute and un- 
mitigated." 

In i-eply to Dr. Acton, I adduce the following terae and 
truthful passage by the Eev. Dr. Wardlaw at page G7 of 
his Lectures on Prostitution : — "The answer and the re!:.son 
are one. It is — the affecting and fearful consideration, — 
that to this lowmt. grade, in all ils hon-ora, the entire system 
tends. Tes ; — I repeat it, and press it on your serious 
attention, — l/ie tendency is all dovxnioards. The case is, in 
this respect, uniqiie. Even in thievery there may be an 
advance. The boy, of the lowest grade, who, by his inferior 
practice, comes to be a dexterous pickpocket, or & clever 
abstracter of the contents of a till, may in time rise to the 
envied, though imveniahle, celebiity of a Bai-rington, He 
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who first pilfers a penny from a shop, if he gets forward in 

the arts of villainy, may find his way to the thousands of a 

bank. — But in the present case, rising is a thing unknown. 

It cannot be. It iajJl descent. The young woman, who 

begins her shameless career in a low brothel, and amongst 

the refuse of the other sex, does not rise from the lower to 

the higher, and push her way upward, till she become the 

mistress of a peer. — Mark me: — ^let me not be misunderstood : 

let me not be supposed to say this, as if I conceived the 

guilt would, in that case, be the less. Far be the thought ! 

It would be the very same in the rising as it is in the sinking 

soale. I am speaking at present, not of the morality, but of 

the misery of the case. And again I say — the tendency is 

all downward. Gentlemen in high life may think lightly of 

their gallantries. They do things genteelly. They seduce 

in style ; and they keep in style. They conceive themselves 

to lay under a kind of obligation the females whom they 

honour with their preference. And alas ! the poor females, 

in the vanity of their hearts, often think so too. But the 

honour is infamy ; the flattery is niin. Not only is the sin 

the same in the highest as in the lowest, — but soon the 

poor victim, who has yielded to the temptation, comes to 

know what I mean by the tendency downward. Whether 

seduced in private, or beguiled into one of the. superior 

receptacles of infamy, it is seldom long ere satiety and the 

passion for change throw her oS, She is turned mercilessly 

adrift. Her seducer has gained his end, and thinks no 

more of her. Another, and another, have taken her place. 

But oh ! it is chilling to the heart to think of the downward 

career, of whose beginning that seducer has been the guilty 

cause. Surely, did his selfish and heartless voluptuousness 

allow him for a moment to trace it, — had he one warm drop 

of sensibilitv remaining in his heart's blood — he could not 



but recoil and sicken at tho thought. It. is all down — down 
— rapidly down ; — down fi-oni stage to stage, till it terniiiiatea 
in some such scene of squalid wret<:hecbiess as the one just 
depicted." 

I remember well the profound irnpi-efision the delivery of 
this producer! i5]>on the large, influential, and intelligent 
audience in West George Street Chapel. On that occasion 
one of these poor girla came up to me near the chapel en- 
trance, and timidlj', but reapeatfuUy, said, " la there not to 
be a lecture hi-rc to-night J" " Yea," I replied, " but it is to 
males only." ■' I whs told that it wus to be about us poor 
girls," After a word of explauation, she said, in an impres- 
sive, mournful tone of Toica, aa she turned hurriedly away, 
"The Lord knows that snch poor creatures as we have as 
much need nf lectures as those going iu tiiere to hear Dr. 
Wardiaw." 

Tlie follcwing earnest T/ords are from the pen of t!ie 
writer already quoted from, in tho Westminster Review: — 
Then comes the lust sad scene of aJl, when drink, disease, 
and starvation have laid her on her death-bed. On a 
wretched pallet in a filthy garret, with no conipaDions b\it 
the ruffians, drunkards, anil harlots with whom she had cast 
in her lot ; amid brutal curaes, ribald language, and dmukeii 
lauglitev ; witlL a past — which, even were there no future, 
■would iie dreadful to contemplate — laying its weight of des- 
pair \ipon her soul ; with a prospective beyond the grave 
wliich the little she retains of her early religion lights up for 
her with the lurid light of hell, — this poor daughter of 
humanity terminates a life, of which, if tho sin has been 
grievous and the weakness lamentable, tho expiation has 
been fearfully tremendous. 

The original MS, (says the same writer in tlie West- 
minster) from which the following lines are taken, was dis- 
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ctnrc twl br the mcdicsJ man who attended her on her deitli* 
Iwd, amcn^ the papers <^ a poor penitent prosdinte, who 
died of want in a gaiiet in GLLsg->w : — 

TKBSES lOK ST g OM ? ' I0 5g 17 ms I 5HOtXD HATZ 0301 

The wretched rictim of a quck decay. 

Bdiered frcm life; on luimbje led of cIav, 

The lait and calr refine frvra mj voea^ 

A lore-hHt, rained itmale, I reposeL 

From the sad Loot I linccei to his c!;azisj> 

And feE, half forced, in the decefrer's arzL?, 

To tliat. w!:oie airfd veil bSdes every fi;i:t, 

Sheltcziag zcy sof^erinzs in this weloocne Ts::h. — 

THko pampered, starred, abandoaed, «- in ^r::.«:^ 

Jfjf tAou'jkt* Win rarhci m t^'.rrikj n-yt ?> r.itv i : 

'Soc OKiId rtjected cQ<is<rici:ee claira thr iwircr 

To claim the respite cf one serioos boTir. 

I da;^ TAn k<k to what I was l^fcve : 

yty sccl shrank lock, and wished to be so mrre. 

Of eye cjadannted, and of touch ici^iure^ 

Old ere of age — w<yni out wkea scarce mature; 

DaiJy debased to -tirie z:t cIsztiss, 

Of forced €r;ovme=>t in =.5ected lust ; 

Corercd with gr^iit, iiifectioa, debt, and wi^t — 

Mr hcoae a brctheL and the streess mx has:.!. 

For aeren lorz years of infamy Fre pined 

And fondled, loathed, aiid preyed npon ma'-.kf: 1 : 

Till the fcH eccrse of sin and vice gone tbiv-;:.!, 

Hj shattered fabric failed at tventy-two. 

OS XAIX3. 

In noticing the Kesults of Proetitation npon M&Iesy it is 
painful to tLiiJ^ en the number of mere \3>il^ that present iLexii- 
selves at the public disp^iksarics for medical adiiee. I L^ve 
seen numbers apT.Iying who confessed that they had cikucl^ 
the disease twelve, eighteen, and twenty-four months b^tit;^ 
some of them not at all ashamed to acknowledge it. 

Tbiid-daas houses are chiefly frequented by persons bout 



108 

the conntrjy mechanics, apprentices, soldiers, and sailors. 
I have often been struck with the fact, that harlots who 
reside in the neighbourhood of the shipping in Glasgow, and 
the barracks, are more depraved not only physically but 
morally. This is equally true of other seaports and where the 
military are stationed • The Rev. Dr. John Harris, late of 
New College, London, referring to sailors in his Prize Essay — 
"Britannia" — says: — On coming to shore the sailor ex- 
hibits the spectacle of a helpless victim, bound hand and 
foot, and passed from the ship to the crimp, from the crimp 
to the long-room, from the long-room to the brothel, and 
from the brothel to a ship again — watched and guarded at 
every stage, and his fetters unrelaxed — ^glad to escape, though 
with injured health, and the loss of all his earnings, to take 
refuge amidst the perils of the sea from the greater perils of 
the land. 

Second-class brothels are chiefly supported by men in busi- 
ness, clerks, warehousemen, shopmen, &c, I had little idea 
of the number of respectable-looking men who frequented this 
class of disreputable houses till the fact was forced on my at- 
tention, when one of the agents of the Glasgow Citv Mission, 

occasionally, as the writer has done, to watch them. 

It is generally stated that second-class houses in Glasgow 
are better supported when the College is open. I know for 
a certainty that a number of one class of students, whose 
studies ought to teach them better than expose themselves 
to disease, do frequent such houses, and make a boast of it too; 
but to the honour of the Medical Professors, such characters 
fall to a great extent in their estimation, and are not 
respected by the more gentlemanly portion of their fellow- 
students, I regret to state that another class of students, 
some of whom are a disgrace to sacred studies, have been 
observed leaving houses, which their Professors refer to as 
the " way to hell, leading down to the chambers of death. *' 
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It is this class of houses especially, in which young men 
find their temptation to pilfer their mastera' property. 
Having visited prisons for many years, I have been aston- 
ished, when conversing with intjresting-looking youths, to 
find so many of them acknowledge, that had it not been to 
keep their standing with other companions, visiting bad 
houses, they should never have occupied such a disgraceful 
position. I visited for several months a man thirty-five 
years of age, who once held a commercial situation worth 
£500 a-year, but was dying in the poorhouse from secondary 
syphilis. " I have seen my folly," said he, " but I fear it is 
too late. Had it not been intemperance and bad company 
I should never have been in a place like this, but it is 
better than I deserve." 

The Rev. Dr. Wardlaw, referring to young men and the 
close connection of embezzlement and robbery with harlotry, 
justly remarks, at page 69 of his "Lectures on Prostitution": 
" He [the young man] hesitates ; he turns away ; he looks 
back ; he blushes for his very virtue ; they follow up their 
advantage ; he yields ; and he is lost. — It is to be feared, 
that the number of young men, of whom this, or something 
like this, is the history, is far from being small. And 
especially is this the fate of many who come, in boyhood 
and youth, from the comparative inexperience of the country. 
For these, both abandoned men and abandoned women are 
on the look-out ; who throw their toils around them, in such 
artful ways, that to escape from their meshes would be a 
kind of moral miracle. — And thus the number midtiplies of 
those whom the necessary expenses of one sin drive to the 
commission of others; whom incontinence tempts to dis- 
honesty ; who from the shop or the warehouse abstract the 
hire and the presents of the kept mistress or the brothel ; 
who from the cash drawn during the day provide for the 
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sensual pleasures of the night; or who, if pursuing those 
pleasures in a higher grade, practise their swindlings on a 
larger scale, — and perhaps at length, getting desperate, draw 
fictitious bills, and, with the proceeds, flee their country. 
And while thus, in such a vaiiety of ways, the prevalence 
of prostitution cherishes, as in a hot-bed, theft, and fraud, 
and embezzlement, and lying and forgery, — it spreads, wide 
-and more wide, the general debasement of moral principle, 
and hebetude of religious sensibilities." 

First-class houses are supported by noblemen, wealthy 
merchants, military ojficers, sea captains, and gentlemen who 
move in the higher circles of society. In proof of this I 
could easily furnish a stai'tling list of names and cases, but 
shall refer to two only. A Marquis, notorious for his 
delinquency, actually drove up to a brothel in my mission 
district in Glasgow, in open day light, and attracted such a 
crowd that the police had to interfere. About the same 
time a sea captain visited another house of ill-fame towards 
the west end of the city. A regular visitor, not being 
aware that any persons occupied the room, went in, and his 
unexpected appearance produced such an effect on the 
captain's mind, that he was seized with convulsions, which 
terminated almost instantaneously in death. This is not a 
solitary case in Glasgow, and not of unfrequent occurrence 
wherever the Holy One is thus defied. 

ON FAMILIES. 

Most cheerfully would I pass over the E-esults of Prostitu- 
tion upon Families, if I could conscientiously do so. 

The following question has often been put to me : — 
"Whether are brothels chiefly supported by young men or 
married men 1 As it is an important question, I have made 
many inquiries at girls after they were rescued, but more 
particularly at the most respectable medical gentlemen, 
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and it is their (pinion, that a greater numher of married men 
presented thenLselves for medical advice. When visiting s 
prison some months ago, I observed three gocd-looking girls^ 
in separate cells, about fourteen years of age, with their hair 
neatly shed, hanging over their shoulders. I inquired if their 
ease was peculiar, for they appeared ucaccustcmed to such a 
placcL The turnkeys reply was, " An c^ gentleman with gold 
spectacles had to do with them the other night in tLe Green: 
they have taken a favourite watch from him, which belongs to 
his old son: and the father Las come Lere several times, 
stating; if they tell Lim where the watch is, iLey slill be sez 
at libertv, bat tLev will not inform him. Vesterlav after- 
noon he requested me to try and get tiiem to cciifess. as he 
did not wish to bring them before the ilazistnites, but I 
told him very sharply that it was not my bn-iii'^iii.'' I ^hall 
never forget their anxious koks — ^and macn more anxioos 
were the hearts of their iriothers. 

But why mention iLis delicxite case 1 lij iLz.sw^T L% tLiX 
if there was less false deliau^y on tl-^r nojcc-:, anl were is. 
introduced in ivi yr^jit^r }jl2Lce. a-i it 13 in tie vacr^rd vol^iniie^ 
no £ither durst e::Lfrr decoy chiLiren to a p'l-'jlL? sre^^n, or 
drag them to pri-on to frighten tLem to conf.^sa i'-o-Tt a 
wratch Icet umier soch disgraceful circnnisnances 1 

On this delicate bnt in-oet ap-pallLi^ point I driji-j^ hirln 
transcribing tLe following lines bjthe jnoL-riorL? writer alreadv 
referred to in xLf: W^Mmin^Ur lieKx^.^s: : — "TLe TT:r.fl^i.» 
trho frequents abanrione-i women, doe^* not aix-.:_T- tr^nri^e 
himself to £u.c2i; tLe Infection which he draws fr'^ci rhsxi he 
may pass on to the modest and undegen-in^ 3Iarr5eii men— 
the fact is as n:.itorMWS a^ it Li grlevouii — are:^ in ii-Ti=.\€ri< 
instances, regular freqnentew of brotLeLiu and by r^j^ 
sy^,hilis is introrinn^ into the bottom of Cstcndlra : arnl the 
moat vTTOTota women, awl ih#»r tcujat inncoisns rf.r.:-i 
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tliia way beconie the victims. How frequent in al] ranks, 
tlieae sad cases are, none but medical men ciiu iaform us ; 
and, -we believe, tliey will be among the last to iinierrato 
the extensive rjmifieations of this deplorable mischief." 
Hear what the Poet Cowper says on this point ; — 

What ia there in the rale of life 

Half so delightful aa a wife, 

When friendship, love, and peace eovulFiii-j 

To stamp the marriaae bond divine ? i 

The Btreara. of pure and gennioo love 

Derives its current froni above ; 

And earth s. second Eden shows, 

Where'er the healing water flows : 

But ah, if from, the dikes and drains 

Of sensual nature's Eeverish veins, I 

Luet, like a lawloBS headstrong tiooil, 

Impregnated with ooKe and mud, 

UeseBSdJi);^ fast on every aide 

Oqcb mingles with the aacrad tide, 

Farewell the soul-enlivening scene ! 

Tho baoka that wore a smiling gieeii. 

With rank defilement overspread. 

Bewail their ttowery beauties dead ; 

The stream polluted, dark, and dull, 

Diffused into a Stygian pool, 

Through life's last melancholy years 

la fed with ever-llowing tears, 

Camplainta supply the zephyr's part, 

And sighs that heave a breaking heart. 

The Rev. Dr. Norman Macleod, Glasgow, in bis sermon 
entitled " ^Va^ and Judgment," preached ia October, 1870, 
befoi-e the Queen, and published by command of Her 
Majesty — refeixing to the national sins of the ptesent day, 
Haid, — " Bnt while, as a nation, we have to thank God, without 
Pharisaical pride, for what we are, yet, alas ! when we come 
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to the sins of indiWdiLils and of sxrietv, tLer^ is mno}: xo 
bomble cs^ In spite of an amount of genuine ChrisTiiniij", 
both as a fkiith and as a life, to be found in our counirr. 
greater, I firmly believe, than in any other on earch. let it 
be confessed thit there are i%h*y too n;anT evidences of 
widDcdness amoncr i^Il cLiii«s. There are tO'^ maziv sizns of 
it in the seltish and ir.oriiinate strivir.g aner wealth, and teat 
love of monev ^rhich makes it a root •..: all evil, and ca -s^e^ 
many to ' fall into temjitaticn. ard a snare, and into f»:i?Iish 
and btirtfiil lusts w:.i:h dr-^wn men in »Ie5truet:«:n :* — in a 
base sensnalitv which Lardlv conceal^ itselt in srite of a 
wholesome public opinion, and which threatens t«> destroy 
* the old domestic morals of the land :' — in the intenir^rance 
and debaucherv of m^nv : — in the culr^ble neslect c-f the 
thousands growing i:p in brutal ignorance of their duty to 
God and man.'^ 

The Rev. Dr. Dwight, referring to the demr-ralisin^ re^ 
suits of this e%-ii «>n the nation, says : — ^ S»»n the orc^tLe! 
raises its polluted wails : and becomes a seminary cf Satin, 
where crimes are pro^-ide^i. tauzht. p-rrpet rated, multit-lie*! 
without number, and levond degree : and to a great extent 
concealed from the public eye. To one of these ca\-ems o: 
darkness and death, another succeeds, and another: until 
the city, anj ultirii^tely the whole land, Upo:>mes one vast 
SodoDL T/yst to every thought of reformation, and to everr 
feeling of consoienoe; an aitoniJihTf^en* and a himiag :y 
mamkiTid ; a reprobate of heaven : it invokes npr-n iLe 
heads of its pr.rrid inJiabitants a ne-sr t^rmpest of fre and 
brimstone. Moral.?. life, and hope. t.> *-ich a community, 
have expired- They hreathc indee»j. and nio%-e and a*:^ : 
and to the careless eye apj^ar as living beings. B«i the life 
is merely a counterfeit. They are only a host of moving 
corpses; an as^cbly of the dead, destined to no fcttire 

H 
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resurrection. Disturbed and reckless spectres, they haunt 
the surface of the earth in material forms, filling the sober 
and contemplative mind with alarm and horror ; until they 
finally disappear, and hurry through the gloomy mansions of 
the grave to everlasting woe.*' 

In reference to the results of this great evil on the com- 
munity I quote the following suggestive thoughts of the Rev. 
Dr. Wardlaw : — Men may indeed think lightly of it; but they 
only think lightly because they think igliorantly, inconsider- 
ately, or selfishly. By all historically recorded experience 
we are borne out in the assertion, that the prevalerf<?e of 
this vice tends, in a variety of ways, to the deterioration of 
national character, — and to the consequent exposure of 
the nations among whom it jibounds to weakness, decline, 
and fall. — I believe it will be found, thtft an average of the 
general state of morals, in different countries, might be 
pretty fairly struck, by simply ascertaining the degree in 
which this particular vice prevails ; the average of national 
virtue augmenting as this diminishes, and diminishing as* 
this augments. In this view, the suppression of it, by every 
legitimate means, becomes a matter of interest to patriotism 
as wxll as to piety and benevolence ; — to the friends of public 
as well as of privtite character; of national as well as of 
personal well-being ; to the soundly-principled and con- 
scientious magistrate, as well as to the minister of Christ. 




PROSTITUTION-ITS REMEDIES, 

As I have endeavoured to furnish an idea of the regular 
working of the odious system of prostitution, I shall now 
proceed to point out what can be done to prevent and, as 
far as possible, to suppress it. 

In the opening words of this section, in the first edition of 
my " Exposure " it htt skid—" Petition both Houses of Par- 
liament on the subject. But, it may be asked. What can 
ParKiiment do ? First, enact a law that would give magis- 
trate s the power to punish procuresses. Second, enact one 
for indicting kngwn houses of ill-fame." 

THE PROCURESS. 

I. Let Procuresses be punished by the strony wm ofilie Law, 
— If among the various dark features of prostitution there is 
one blacker and more infamous than the others, it is thali 
which is to be found in the system tof entrapping girls at 
" buchts " or . feeing-markets, the termini of railway 
stations, <kc., m ord^r that they may be consigned to 
the brothel. The chief agents by whom this system is 
'<5arried on are termed procuresses. They are generally 
females about middle age and old harlots, who put on the 
garb and aspect of quiet respectable married women, but 
occasionally dress as servant girls, and attend the market 
" imder pretence of wishing to engage a young girl as a 
domestic servant. Having looked about them for a suitable 
victim, of attractive face and apparently unsophisticated, 
they stealthily throw themselves in her way, and having 
ascertained that she is in quest of a situation, offer to employ 
her j at the same time agreeing to give her larger i^ges than 
she had calculated on receiving. The terms are tempting, 
an engagement is effected, and the girl, congrattflating herself 
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on Ler good fortune, aL'c:()iiipa.iiiesherBiistross as sbo supposes 
to her future liom»\ (Jiire is taken for Bome days to keep (ip 
the delusion. la tiinie cases she is not immedittely taken to 
a brothel, which WiHild too suddenly undeceive her, hut she 
is coaducted to wh;it seems a decent house, ovdinarily-well 
fiimished, and where her duties are light, and she has plenty 
of time on hei' lianiU. The mistress is very kind to her, 
makes her a sort of companion, and pccsisionally treats her 
to a glass of wine oi- something sti^onger when the mistress 
heraelfis taking a little — which she often does — to "^asiat 
digestion" or to i'eliere and strengthen her according to 
"medical advice." This system continues for a week or ten 
days, during which the girl acquii-es false confidence in her 
new mistress, lias her mora! sensibilities somewhat blunted, 
and probably has hrgun to experience a liking for an 
occasional drop of li.juoi-. 

A change of ciivurastances then occnis : some new 
(in-angement reqniics that the servant should be trans- 
ferred to another house, anil this time she is i-emoved to 
a real brotheh Still, however, the deception is in a great 
measure maintained. She continues nominally to iill the 
post of a domestic but hna little to do ; and meantime every 
opportunity is taken to familiarise lier with the taste of diiuk 
and to induce a giddy and thoughtless state of mind. At length 
the hour of her ruin is fl.ved • some jiatron of the house — 
often a wealthy nicrehant, or some other monied viUain — 
is invited ; at the [H'ospect of meeting ivith a "fresh girl" 
he readily comes ; and his \ictim having been indnced to 
partake of liquor which has probably been drugged, there 
is little obstacle in the way, and the fiendish puipoae is 
accomplished. No farther attempt is made to conceal from 
her the character of the house of which she has become an 
inm.ite ; she finds hev.sclf in a position from wbioh escape 
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appears almost impossible ; and however painful may be the 
struggle, however mingled may be the feelings with which 
she yields to what would seem her fate, with the sense of 
shame which makes her shrink from encountering the faces 
of friends and former acquaintances, apprehensive as to the 
reception she might meet from relatives, desirous to flee, but 
too fearful or too powerless perhaps to make the endeavour, 
she submits, although reluctantly, to the sad alternative. 

As far back as 1838, I often observed a bold, ill-looking 
woman, who had lost her arms in a factory, standing at the 
Leeds and Selby Railway Station, when the trains came in, 
for the purpose of entrapping young girls from the country. 
She kept an improper house herself, and when she had no 
room for " fresh girls," they were sent off to a higher class 
brothel, in a fashionable part of the town, for supplying 
which she received so much a head. Such characters may 
still be seen at the terminus of many of our railway 
stations. 

Whilst engaged for about four years as one of the agents 
of the Glasgow City Mission, I frequently visited, on a 
Wednesday, the " buchts," or feeing market, off Gallowgate. 
At this place a considerable number of young women, chiefly 
from the country, assembled in search of situations. I have 
often observed procuresses moving about amongst the un- 
suspecting young women, whom I sometimes prevented 
from closing an engagement. Early in 1842 I met a girl, 
fifteen years of age, who came from Lanark to the " buchts " 
for a situation, where a procuress made up to her, engaged 
her as a servant, and afterwards conducted her to that old 
den in Stirling Street, to which I have so plainly referred at 
page 36. In a short time she was turned out of this 
higher class house; I met her in a "third" and sent her 
home. About the same time I met an orphan, sixteen 
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years <tf age, n-ho came fi-om the country to this feeing 
ntarket. A female, attired as a servant, accosted Iter and 
said, " T am leaving hit plaoe, and I think tou may get it if 
joa. like ; it's a very good one, but I have met with a better 
one." The simple girl followed the procuress, and^caa taken 
to » well-known second-class Lrothel in King Street, aad 
that very nii^ht a gentitman, so called, was put into the same 
room, and something like rape — not an nufretjuent occnirenca 
in such places — was committed. Shortly after I found this 
orphan, in a miserablo condition, in one of our hospitals. 
Other cases, which have come tmder my own observation, 
equally revolting, in other parts of the country, might be 
recorded, but I forbear. 

The veneral.)le Clarkson, in his note at page 15, referriu" 
to remedial measures, remarks :—" But to get rid of the 
evil is the question, I fear that till men ai-e made morally 
better than they are at present, or till they h.ive some more 
serioos notious of religion, they irill still go on in the old 
course — but yet I think Pai'liament «ih da something in the 
■way of checking the evil, and uo !v:o bftler m^iisures can 1« 
suggested to them, than the JirU and eefotid projiosed by 
yourself."' The first parliamenfciry meiisare to which Thomas 
Clarkson refei^ is that of a law to punish procuresses. 
Since ISiS some improvements have been made in the law 
in reference to this detestable class and tlieir supporters, 

PROU THE VTESTJUSSTKR EEVIEW. 

The following observ.i lions are by the writer foi-merly 
quoted in the Wfihniiielt-r /^fciVir;— '■ 3Iost of the higher 
class of bwthels .iiv supplieil by means of regularly-employed 
and highly-jiaid proairesses. whose occupation it is to entice 
to their houses feniiile servants and governesses applying in 
answer to advenisements, and young ni'meu — freijuently 
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young ladies — who come up to London for employment, and 
do not know where to fix their lodgings. Sometimes by 
cajolery, sometimes by force, sometimes by drugs, they are 
kept close prisoners till their ruin is effected ; when they 
are handed over to the brothel keepers, and their place 

supplied by fresh victims 

" On one point all parties are agreed, and the law has ratified 
the decision of the public — namely, That traders in prostitu- 
tion — those who make it their occupation to collect and entrap 
victims for the lust of others — shall be punished with whole- 
some severity. On the unpardonable, unredeemed infamy of 
this trade, all men are unanimous. To those who carry it on no 
mercy should be shown. The common law having been found 
insufficient to meet crimes of this sort, a very concise and 
peremptory Act of Parliament was passed in the last session 
[1850], by which it is provided, 'that if any person shall, 
by false pretences, false representations, or other fraudulent 
means, procure any woman or child under the age of twenty 
one years, to have illicit carnal connexion with any man, 
such person shall be guilty of a misdemeanour, and shall, 
being duly convicted thereof, suffer imprisonment for a term 
not exceeding two years, with hard labour.' All that is 
needed to give full effect to this enactment is, that public 
opinion shall be thoroughly enlisted in its behalf; that the 
police authorities shall give instructions to their detective 
agents to keep a watchful eye upon the procurers and 
procuresses (whose persons will soon become known to them) 
who make it their business to haunt and waylay young girls 
on their first arrival from the country, and entrap them into 
houses of ill-fame under pretence of providing them with 
lodgings; and who frequent, for the same purpose, the 
registration offices for servants out of place ; that the police 
should have authority, stio periculoy and under due restric- 
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tions, to enter, without notice, any houses which they know 
to be used for improper purposes, in order to be at hand to 
rescue those girls (whose number we know to be considerable) 
who are anxious to make their escape as soon as they find 
out the true character of the place into which they have 
been inveigled, but who are prevented, by force or fraud, 
from doing so; and finally, that the judge should, in all 
cases, inflict the highest penalty the law awards. By this 
means it would soon be understood that this mode of 
pandering to the passions of the depraved was an enormity 
which society would not tolerate, and it would speedily be 
reduced within very narrow limits ; for though the gains of 
these creatures are often so immense that fines have no effect 
upon them, yet imprisonment, with hard labour, would have 
a very different result. Moreover, it must never be for- 
gotten that law, when steadily enforced, has an immense 
influence in fonning public opinion; and that any act 
regularly visited with a disgraceful pimishment will soon 
come to he looked upon as disgraceful, both to the actors and 
the abettors." 

THE PROCURESS IN LONDON. 

The following case which will give an idea of the dia- 
bolical practices resorted to by procuresses in London, appears 
in a pamphlet, published in 1844, entitled, " Remedies for 
the Wrongs of Women : " — ** A widower, in the fruit trade, 
residing in one of the lanes leading out of Thames Street, 
had a daughter, a good-looking girl about seventeen years of 
age, who had resided from infancy with her grandmother in 
Norfolk. For some trifling domestic reason she felt hereelf 
unhappy, and was desirous to be with her father, and came 
to London for that purpose. She arrived by waggon in 
Bishopsgate Street, about nine o'clock in the evening, and 
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proceeded in search of her father^s residence; but being 
unacquainted with London she did not succeed in finding it; 
and was met on the opposite side of London Bridge by two 
respectable-looking females, who spoke to her, and, learning 
the particulars of her situation, offered to take her home 
and conduct her to her father the next morning. The poor 
innocent girl, who was simple and unassuming, was thankful 
for their kindness, and, suspecting no harm, went home with 
them. When she awoke the next morning, however, she 
found that her clothes and the little money she had with 
her had been removed, and they made excuses for detaining 
her until an old man was introduced to her, by whom she 
was violated. In the evening another person was introduced 
to her, and this was repeated until in a day or two she be- 
came seriously ill. She was forced, notwithstanding, to 
continue the course imposed upon her, nor could it be 
naiTated what they compelled the poor gii'l to submit to. 
The progress of the disease, however, was so rapid that she 
soon ceased to answer their purpose, and was sent to 
Bartholomev/'s Hospital, where she died in a few days ; the 
whole time from her leaving her grandmother until her 
death, being somewhat less than three weeks. This incident 
becoming known to a few benevolent individuals, gave rise 
to the formation of ' The London Society for the Protection 
of Young Females.' 

" It will hardly be believed that a ti'ansaction so horrifying 
could occur. in a civilized country; and we imagine that 
England is the only one in which it could have taken place, 
without, at all events, a severe punishment being the certain 
result of its discovery. But such transactions are by no 
means of unfrequent occurrence in this country. The only 
thing peculiar in this case, was the rapid death of the child. 
It generally takes, on the average, from three to five years to 
complete their destruction." 
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Mr. J. B. Talbot, Secretary to the " London Society for 
the Protection of Young Females," at page 17 of his 
pamphlet on the *' Miseries of Prostitution," says, — *' This 
Society indicted a brothel-keeper, answered in a condition to 
prove that she allowed an individual a considerable salary, 
together with his travelling expenses, for supplying her 
house with young females. This he did chiefly by going 
into the country and hiring them, frequently with the 
consent of their parents, under pretence of procuring for 
them some respectable service or occupation in London. On 
their arrival in town they were taken to the house of the 
brothel-keeper, where their ruin was effected. The Society 
also states that a woman, residing in Great Titchfleld Street, 
was the ostensible proprietress of six infamous houses in 
various districts of the metropolis. This person, in connexion 
with other means of providing her houses with victims, 
established an agency on the road between Slough and 
"Windsor, on the line of the Great Western Railway. She 
hired and frimished a house, and placed her own sister in it, 
with instructions to engage servants from that neighbourhood, 
for her principal establishment, which was in Great Titch- 
fleld Street. At length the whole diabolical plot was 
discovered, and brought under the notice of the magistrates 
of Eton, from whose inquiries it appeared that the young 
women were sent from Slough to the house in Titchfleld 
Street, in which girls of the first class were kept, where 
their ruin was effected : after a time they y^ere sent to 
another house of a lower grade; and from one house to 
another, until soon after leaving their parents' roofs, they 
found themselves in the lowest walks of vice and misery. 
It is generally understood that very considerable sums, 
even from £20 to £100, are frequently given for the oppor- 
tunity of violating these helpless victims." 
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Mr. Talbot has given mucli time and attention to this 
sabject in the metropolis, and has been instrumental in rescu- 
ing not a few fallen females of tender age. 

Dr. William W. Sanger, of Xew York, has published a 
volume of 085 pages, entitled *• The History of Prostitution : 
its Extent, Causes, and Effects throughout the World." The 
following case, respecting the British metropolis, is quoted 
from page 313 : — "In the London Times of July, 1855, an 
incident is thus related by a corresi>ondent : — * 1 was standing 

on a railway platform at , with a friend waiting for a 

train, when two ladies came into the station. I was 
acquainted with one of them, the younger, well. She told 
me she was going to London, leaving l>een fortunate enough 
to get a liberal eng-agement as governess in the family of the 
lady under whose charge she then was, and who had even 
taken the trouble to come into the countrv to see her and 
her friends, to ascertain that she was likelt/ in all respects to 
suit. The train coming in sight, the fares were paid, the 
elder lady paying both. I saw them into the carriage, and 
the door being closed, I l>owed to them and rejoined mv 
friend, who happ>fned to be a London man about town, 

* Well, I will say/ said he, with a laugh, * you country 
gentlemen are pretty indejjendent of public opinion. You 
are not ashamed of your little transactions being known !' 

* What do you mean ? ' I a.sked. * \Miy, I mean your talk- 
ing to that girl and her dwenna on an o^^en platform.' * Why, 

that is Miss , an intimate friend of ours.' 'Well, 

then, I can tell you,' haid the Londoner to me, coolly, ' her 

friend is Madam , onfi of the most note<l procuresseii in 

I/>ndon, and she hfus got hold of a new victim, if she is a 
victim, and no mistake.' I saw there was not a minute to 
lose ; I ru-shed to the guard of the train, and got him to wait 
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a moment, I then hiuTietl to the can-iiige-iloor wliere tlie 

ladies were. ' Jfiss , you must got out ; that person is an 

unfit compauion fni- you. Madam , we know who yon 

ure.' That -was one viL-tim rescueil, fcut how many are lost 1 ' " 

The Rev. Win. Bevan, of Liverpool, writes : — " Proouvesses. 
Avigihintsijrvelliince would bring to light the majority of cases 
in which abandoned women, or tlieir male confederates, 
allure fresh prey from the path of i-ectitude. Legal provision 
for their discovery and pntiiahment, would imgjosn a checl{ 
upon the practice, and liherate many a helpless girl at the 
very outset of the course into which she has been drawn, who 
now pursues it to the end, because she knows not where to 
look for the means of escape from the snare of tlie fowler." 

Dr. Duchatelet, of Paris, ia his work, on Pixistitutiou, 
speaks of procurcsaes as "those abouiiuable womeu whose 
triwle it is to coi-rnpt youth, Everyivhere these wretches 
seek them, exhibiting in tlie pursuit of their infernal art, 
the most romarkable address. . . . There are other 
distinctions to be made in this dcgi'aded pai't of the 
population, and, first, the procuresses, as their business, is, 
wliile bargitining with maid-servanta, for old clothes, to 
give tliem pernicious advice, and make appointiuunta for 
them, of which they reap the benefit." 

BY BR. TAIT, EDINBURGH. 

Dr. Tiiit, refen-ing to procuresses in Bdiaburgh, says, — 
'■ Having spent a gi'eat propurtion of their days in scenes of 
the utmost wicketbiess, and seen all the vicissitudes of their 
])rofessiou, tliey are consequently veraant in all the partiouIai'S 
I'elating to it, and prove useful assistants and admonitors of 
those who have newly opened an establishment on their own 
account. Most of the genteel brothels have one of these 
debased character attached to flieui ; and bj- her instructions 
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the keeper is in a great measure guided. Besides acting as 
housekeepers, part of their business is to seek out nice-looking 
girls as lodgers ; and, in order to do this successfully, they 
have generally a number of agents in different parts of the 
town employed to ferret out such servants, sewei'S, or unpro- 
tected females, as they imagine will answer their purpose. 
Those thus engaged are small shopkeepers, green-wives, 
washing and mangle- women, and some of those who keep 
public lodgings, who have many opportunities of meeting 
with strangers who come to their houses for a night's protec- 
tion, and of advising them to brothels as servants." 

In the " Report on Female Prostitution," published by 
an influential committee in Edinburgh, in 1857, — from 
which I quote at page 43, — I find the following striking 
communication respecting procuresses : — " Advertisements 
are often resorted to for the same purpose. On this sub- 
ject we have corresponded with Mr. Gray, the proprietor 
of the North British Advertiser, and in reply to some 
inquiries which we addressed to him, he has favoured us 
with the following letter, which, with his permission, we 
insert : — " Fdirihurgh, 5th December, — Sir, In reply to yours 
of the 27th ult, it is quite certain that multitudes of adver- 
tisements are constantly appearing in the papers in Scotland, 
as well as in England, the sole objects of which are cheating, 
swindling, and imposition in every conceivable shape, whilst 
others, pretty nearly as common, are intended to entrap 
young women. * Governess wanted,' is a common title to 
these — * a strictly moral and religious character indispensable ; 
and when answered, along with the real name and address 
of the applicants, a very respectable-looking clergyman-like 
man calls on the parties,, makes very many inquiries, but 
gives no name nor address, and then shapes his after course 
as circumstances may determine. It is absolutely impossible 
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to detect, these advertisements from anything within them- 
selves; they reach us by post with ample pre-payments 
inclosed, and their nature is only discovered at some future 
time by the merest chance, and more commonly never. 
Hence the necessity for the insertion, from time to time, of 
some such notice as the following : — * Young ladies cannot 
be too cautious in treating with parties who advertise for 
governesses, ajs many advertisements professedly for gover- 
nesses and other young females are of a suspicious 
character, although in general so worded as to justify the 
supposition that the vacant situations are in the highest 
degree respectable. Yoimg ladies, in fact, should never 
trust themselves to act alone with reference to these 
advertisements. They should correspond with respect to 
them under the advice and guidance of a person or persons, 
well experienced in the ways of the world, and not otherwise.' 
" P,S, — I have reason to think that Scotland is regularly 
and systematically travelled for the purpose of entrapping 
females/' 

RY THE REV DR. WARDLAW. 

I shall dismiss the question of procuresses with the 
following earnest words of the Rev. Dr. Wardlaw : — " And 
in speaking of the guilt of the general system, and of all the 
countenance that is given to it, I know not that I can have 
a more appropriate occasion for noticing a class of persons, 
whom one cannot but regard as the very impersonations of 
Satanic malignity, — the most loathsome of the emissaries of 
hell. I refer to those persons — to be found in connection, 
I believe, with both the higher and the lower description of 
brothels, though more especially with the former — ^who go 
under the name of procurers and procuresses. The designa- 
tion is quite sufficient to show their hellish vocation. Such 
it literally and emphatically is. They are agents of the 
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Tempter. They watch for innocence. Night and day they 
are on the look-out for such virgin virtue as, by any art of in- 
sinuating aflfability and kindness, and of false representations 
and alluring promises, they can contrive to decoy to those 
retreats of impurity, where, in utter ignorance and simple- 
hearted unsuspiciousness of what awaits them, they are 
handed over to the company of some wretch, experienced in 
the wiles of seduction ; — a wretch, who gives his orders for 
virgin innocence, as he doea for his haunch of venison or any 
other dainty article in his bill of fare ;~a wretch, to whom 
it gives not the concern of a moment what it may cost to 
others, provided he have but his hour of choice pleasure ; — 
a wretch, who has made female natm^e his study, with no 
other view than that of detecting its weaker points, and 
working upon them for.^jks destruction, — and who, by artfully 
devised conversation, all, though at first imperceptibly, 
tending one way, — by flattery, by hollow promises, by entic- 
ing blandishments, by wine, by force, or by a combination 
of them all, — all alike accursed — effects his nefarious 

purpose. O ! one's blood boils over, to think of the 

agents of a system so monstrous.! And yet these procurers 
and procuresses have been known to frequent the very 
house of God, in pursuit of their diabolical ends, — on the 
scent for their prey. 

"The following paragraphs, without comment, will give 
you quite enough of it; — and I should be sorry to think, that 
there was one individual within these walls, on whose mind 
the impression produced by the reading of them was any 
other than one of unmingled and unmitigated detestation, 
followed by the irrepressible desire, that not private means 
alone, — nor alone the united moral efforts of Christian 
benevolence, but the strong and punitive arm of the law, 
were made effectively to reach, and thoroughly to put down, 
a system of such atrocious infamy." 
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Passing over tie extracts here refeiTod to by Dr.Wardkiv, 
I quote his closing worcia : — "Gentlemen 1" — " Gestle- 
HE.v ! " — " and musi we indeed iise the name in such an 
association! I can hardly bring mjaelf to titter it. It is 
one of the disgraces and curses of modern society, that such 
paragons of heardeaa and lawless infamy should bear the 
deaignation ; — men, comiinfed with whom the thief who 
piclca "their own poctets, and whom they would curse and 
kick into the kehuel, or order to tho watch-house, ia a 
pattern of honour, and respectability, and worth ! — Pardon 
the biiiat of honest indignation ; — you cannot wonder at its 
foi-cini; an utterance, aifer what I have jiist read, to you. — 
Aud if we are shocked at the atrocity of such an occupation, 
what are we to think of the guilt of those for whose grati- 
fication it ia instituted and maintained ! — aud what of the 
guilt of tlie wlole system of prostitution, which thus 
accumuktea upon us as we advance I — -and what of the 
coiisequent guilt of all who, with their eyes open to its 
hoiToi'R, contribute in anyway to ita continuance, or e\ea 
iinl to do their utmost for its euppreasiou 1 " 

THE SEDUCER, 

II, Flace tite Supporters of BroOieU on tJie same Level 
in Society vAth Fallen Women. — I shall now direct special 
attention to the seducer. In the first edition of " Ex- 
posure," on this pointt it ia said — " The supporters of 
bi-othels ought to be placed on the same footing in society 
with prostitutes. Why not shun the seducer as well as the 
seduced % Why show less symjiathy to the weaker than to 
the stronger vessel T Is it because the sin is gi'eater in the 
one case than in the other J The sacred recoi-d lepresents 
her house as ' the iwy to hell,' but ' whoremongers shall have 
their part in the lake which humeth with fire and brimstone.' 
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Let their names be brought to light, that respectable people 
may know whom to shun. When conversing one day with 
a clergyman about unfortunate females, he said, very sharply, 
* If one of those girls should attack me, I would certainly 
knock her dov/n.' I asked, 'Would you knock down a 
human supporter of such characters if he accosted you on the 
street X But he gave no satisfactory answer. Similar feel- 
ings exist in the minds of many well-disposed people; but 
although the appearance and conversation of prostitutes are 
most repulsive, it ought to be remembered that they have 
lost their character; friends have deserted them; no res- 
pectable person will employ them ; and the terror of return- 
ing to a demon mistress without money is the reason why 
many turn out to the street, and not, I believe, from a 
desire to follow the hopeless course. There are a number 
of gentleme)i in Glasgow (several of whom I could name) 
who boast in telling how many good-looking girls they have 
seduced. To such I would say in the language of the 
Scottish Bard — 

* Is there in human fonn that bears a heart — 
A wretch ! a villain ! lost to love and truth ? 
That can with studied, sly, ensnaring art, 
Betray sweet Jenny^s unsuspecting youth ? 
Curse on his perjured arts ! ' 

" The following painful case may be cited as an illustration 
of what sometimes takes place amongst servants in respectable 
families. It is only a short time since I met a young 
woman who left her native village, about twenty miles north 
of Glasgow. She had been employed as a domestic in one 
of our fashionable West-end houses, and had received a good 
plain education. A young gentleman in the house, under 
solemn promise of marriage, seduced her; she became dis- 
eased; did not know what was the matter with her; and 

I 
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when medical advice was sought, it was too late. On the 
day before she died, I had an interview with her, and promised 
to write her father, which seemed to please her. Shortly 
after I had parted with this modest, good-looking girl of 
eighteen, she became suddenly worse and expired in the course 
of the night. I had the melancholy duty of informing the 
father not only of her fall, and her illness, but also of her 
death. The girl had only been a short time from home." 

Timothy Dwight, LL.D., late President of Yale College, 
America — ^whose writings are so well-known and appreciated 
in this country — ^in his discourses on the Seventh Com- 
mandment, has the following searching passage, which ap- 
peared in my last edition: — Seduction, in its very nature, 
involves fraud of the worst kind. It is probably always 
accomplished by means of the most solemn promises, and 
often with oaths still more solemn. Both the promises and 
oaths however are violated in a manner supremely pro- 
fligate and shameful. The object to which they are directed, 
is base, malignant, and treacherous, in the extreme ; and the 
manner in which it is prosecuted, is marked with the same 
treachery and baseness. He who can coolly adopt it, has 
put off the character of a man, and put on that of a fiend ; 
and, with the spirit of a fiend alone, he pursues and ac- 
complishes the infernal purpose. The ruin sought and 
achieved is immense. It is not the filching of property ; it 
is not the burning of a house ; it is not the deprivation of 
liberty; it is not the destruction of life. The seducer 
plunders the wretched victim of character, morals, happiness, 
hope, and heaven ; enthrals her in the eternal bondage of 
sin; consumes her beyond the grave in endless fire; and 
murders her soul with an ever-living death. With the same 
comprehensive and terrible malignity he destroys himself; 
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calls down upon his own head the vengeance of that Almighty 
Hand which will suffer no sinner to escape ; and awakens 
the teiTors of that undying conscience, which will enhance 
even the agonies of perdition. All this is perpetrated, in the 
meantime, under strong professions of peculiar affection j 
with the persuasive language of tenderness, and with the 
smiles of gentleness and complacency. For the seducer 
'* Can snule, and smile, and be a villain." 

BY THE REV. GEORGE GILFILLAN. 

The Rev. George Gilfillan, Dundee, has kindly favoured 
me with the following pointed observations : — 

If there be a character on earth more deserving than any 
or all others of being plunged into a furnace of indignation — 
seven times heated — ^it is the seducer. For such victims of 
unfortunate passion as Dante describes in Francesca and her 
lover, who were both aUke guilty, who fell together, when they 
came to the one perilous passage in the romance, and when 

** That day they read no more," 

pity and sorrow are conjoined with blame, and we almost 
question the justice of the eternal punishment they are sub- 
jected to by the poet for that momentary transgression. 
But, woe ! woe ! to the deliberate villain who has long 
looked upon a beautiful and innocent female with a gaze, in 
which the desire of herself and the desire of her destruction are 
intimately and inseparably blended ; who turns round and 
round about her, as a wasp does about some blooming flower 
or rich ripe fruit, till the moment shall arrive to fasten upon 
and devour, after having first defiled it ; who not in the 
excess of passion or in the drunkenness of lust, but with 
the most cool calculation arranges his webs of deceit and 
adjusts his machinery of ruin ; who, as it was said of Julius 
Caesar, that he came with sobriety to the destruction of his 
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country, cornea with a pulse that never beata, and. a nei-ve 
that never ti'erables, to perpetrate the foulest wrong he can 
to a fellow-creatHre ; and who so far fi-om Ijeing able to plead 
ignorance of the eonssqnencea of seduction, has in all pro- 
bability ti-ained himself for Lis crime by mingling often and 
long with those wretched wrecks called wnfortunate females 
whom he has found aednced by men like himaelf, yet pro- 
ceeds unappalled to dr.iw others towards the same divrb rocks. 
Such a miscreant, if we do not incline to surrender to the 
fate of devils, it is because he has proved himself worse than 
they, and we may say far more ti'uly of him than Blaii', 
tlie Pott, says of the suicide— 

" Tlic common Jamued ainii his sDcL=ty, 
And look upon themselvca a3 fienila leas foiiL" 

But can there be a fiercer bell than we can conceive in a 
seducer, afttr long years, meeting with tlie woman ho has 
deflowered, on the street, and seeing for the soft and 
beauteous eyes, that once looked love into his — hollow orbs 
whei'o hunger has come and where death is fast following; 
for the rosy cheek with the blush of innocence not yet 
faded from it — tlie pallov of decay ; for the sweet ringing 
laugh — the wild shriek, of false mirth or the breast-shatteiing 
cough of consumption ; for the simple dress — the tiwdry 
rags of what was once a fashionable dishabille, won by the 
wages and worn to tattera in the service of sin— recognising 
her, while Lis conscience cries oiit, " Behold the work I have 
wrought '" — Aer look of astonishment and hideous rage 
pi-oclaimmg that she too has lecognized him, and that '.he 
would, if she duist, tear luin limb fiom limb, and cpecnlh 
n[u-oot th'tt tongue, whidi b} its glozing fihthotds ind 
poisoned honey dew had bionght hci to i shimeful calhng, 
nameless diseises an exily death, and, if Oodsgi ice present 
not, a fate beyond — moi-e merciful certainly than liis — -ii he 
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repent not, but at which the imagination shudders, and the 
lieart recoils 1 

FROM THE SPECTATOR. 

The following important communication is from TJie 
Spectator, conducted by Addison, and occurs in' No. 274, 
Monday, January, 14, 1711-12. 

All you, who think the city ne'er can thrive 
Till every cuckold-maker's flay'd alive, 
Attend. Pope. 

I have upon several occasions (that have occiured since 
I fii*sfc took into my thoughts the present state of fornication) 
weighed with myself in behalf of guilty females, the impulses 
of flesh and blood, together with the arts and gallantries of 
crafty men; and reflect with some scorn that most part of 
what we in our youth think gay and polite, is nothing else 
but a habit of indulging a pruriency that way. It will cost 
some labour to bring people to so lively a sense of this, as to 
recover the manly modesty in the behaviour of my men 
readers, and the bashful grace in the faces of my women ; 
but in all cases which come into debate, there are certain 
things previously to be done before we can have a true light 
into the subject matter : therefore it will, in the first place, 
be necessary to consider the impotent wenchers and indus- 
trious hags, who are supplied with, and are constantly 
supplying, new sacrifices to the devil of lust. You are to 
know, then, if you are so happy as not to know it already, 
that the great havoc which is made in the habitations of 
beauty and innocence, is committed by such as can only lay 
waste and not enjoy the soil. When you observe the present 
state of vice and virtue, the offenders are such as one would 
think should have no impulse to what they are pursuing ; 
as in business, you see sometimes fools pretend to be knaves^ 
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so in pleasure, you will find old men set up for wenchers. 
This latter sort of men are the great basis and fund of 
iniquity in the kind we are speaking of; you shall have an 
old rich man often receive scrawls from the several quarters 
of the town, with descriptions of the new wares in their 
hands, if he will please to send word when he will be waited 
on. This interview is contrived, and the innocent is brought 
to such indecencies, as from time to time banish shame and 
raise desire. With these preparatives the hags break their 
wards by little and little, until they are brought to lose all 
apprehensions of what shall befal them in the possession of 
younger men. 

This is the most ordinary method of bringing beauty 
and poverty into the possession of the town : but the 
particular cases of kind keepers, skilful pimps, and all others 
who drive a separate trade, and are not in the general society 
or commerce of sin, will require distinct consideration. At 
the same time that we are thus severe on the abandoned, we 
are to represent the case of others with that mitigation as 
the cii'cumstances demand. Calling names does no good ; 
to speak worse of anything than it deserves, does only take 
off from the credit of the accuser, and has implicitly the force 
of an apology in the behalf of the person accused. We shall, 
therefore, according as the circumstances differ, vary our 
appellations of these criminals : those who offend only against 
themselves, and are not scandals to society, but, out of de- 
ference to the sober part of the world, have so much good left 
in them as to be ashamed, must not be huddled in the common 
word due to the worst of women ; but regard is to be had to 
their circumstances when they fell, to the uneasy perplexity 
under which they lived under senseless and severe parents, 
to the importunity of poverty, to the violence of a passion 
in its beginning well grounded, and all other alleviations 
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which make unhappy women resign the characteristic of their 
sex, modesty. To do otherwise than thus, would be to act 
like a pedantic Stoic, who thinks all crimes alike^ and not 
like an impartial Spectator, who looks upon them with all 
the circumstances that diminish or enhance the guilt. I 
am in hopes, if this subject be well pursued, women will 
hereafter from their infancy be treated with an eye to their 
future state in the world ; and not have their tempers made 
too untractable from an improper sourness and pride, or too 
complying from familiarity or forwardness contracted at 
their own houses. After these hints on this subject, I shall 
end this paper with the following genuine letter ; and desire 
all who think they may be concerned in future speculations 
on this subject, to send in what they have to say for 
themselves for some incidents in their lives, in order to have 
proper allowances made for their conduct. 

"Mr. Spectator, Jan. 5, 1711-12. 

"The subject of your yesterday's paper is of so great 
importance, that the thorough handling of it may be so very 
useful to the preservation of many an innocent young creature, 
that T think every one is obliged to furnish you with what 
lights he can to expose the pernicious arts and practices of 
those unnatural women called bawds. In order to this, the 
enclosed is sent you, which is verbatim the copy of a letter 
written by a bawd of figure in this town to a noble lord. 
I have concealed the names of both, my intention being not 
to expose their persons, but the thing: — I am. Sir, your 
humble Servant." 

" My Lord, — I having a great esteem for your honour, 
and a better opinion of you than of any of the quality, 
makes me acquaint you of an affair that I hope will oblige 
you to know. I have a niece that came to town about a 
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fortnight ago. Her parents being lately dead, sho came to 
me, espeeting to have found me in so good a condition aa to 
set lier ugin. a milliaer'a shop. Her father gave fourscore 
poaiid with her for five years: her time is out, and she is 
not sixteen; aa pretty a black gentlewoman as ever yoa 
saw; a littJe woman, which I know your lordship likes; 
ivell shaped, and aa fine a complexion for i-ed and white as 
ever I saw ; I doubt not but your lordship will bo of the 
same opinion. She designs to go down about a month heuce, 
except 1 cau provide for her, which I cannot at present. 
Her father was one with whom all he liad died with him, 
so there is four children left tleatitute ; so if your lordship 
thinks proper to make an apjiointment where I shall wait 
on yoit with roy niece, by a line or two, I stay for your 
answer ; for I have no place fitted np since I left my house, 
fit to entertain your honour. I told her she should go with 
me to see a gentleman, a very good friend of mine ; so I 
desire you to take no notice of my letter, by reason she i^ 
ignorant of the ways of the town. My lord, I desire if you 
meet us to come alone ; for upon my woi-d and lionour you 
are the first that I ever mentioned her to. — So I remain, — 
Your lordship's most humble Servant to command. 
"I beg of you to burn it when you've read it." — T. 

FBOU THE TIMES. 

The editor of the Timet, in a leader, of October, 1847, 
on the Law of Seduction, thus writes : — The state of 
the law relating to the seduction of women is a disgrace 
to the age. We defy any one to read the report of a police 
case in our papsr of Saturday last, without feeling indig- 
nant beyond measure at the defectiveness of s. system that 
allows the perpetrator of a series of acts in which selfishness, 
heartlessness, and meanness seem disgustingly combined, to 
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escape without any legal punishment. We have scarcely 
patience to recapitulate the base and unfeeling acts charged 
against one William Henry Kavanagh, of Brent^^^l^d Hall, 
Essex, and apparently not denied by him. He seems to 
have formed a design to effect the ruin of the daughter of a 
respectable tradesman, and to have earned out his infamous 
scheme with the most consummate artifice. He is said to 
have taken lodgings near the house of the father of his 
intended victim, in order that he might lose no opportunity 
of securing his prey, and at length, by a promise of marriage, 
to have accomplished his purpose. Having, as it appears, 
lured the unfortunate girl from the parental roof, the seducer 
kept her for a while in lodgings, and then abandoned her 
in a manner remarkable for its extreme cunning and almost 
inconceivable shabbiness. After having meanly absconded 
from her whom he had so cruelly injured, Mr. William 
Henry Kavanagh endeavoured to break off the connection 
at the expense of a paltry sum of five pounds, which he sent 
enclosed in a letter full of falsehood, and making a sort of 
whinning appeal for sympathy with his pretended poverty. 
In order to give effect to this wretched piece of parsimonious 
imposture he had caused his communication to be posted at 
Dover, and had intimated his intention of at once flying to 
France, so that the chance of finding him for the purpose of 
demanding redress might appear desperate. Fortunately the 
poor girl, on discovering that she was abandoned, returned 
to her afflicted parent, when the five-pound note furnished a 
clue by which the seducer was traced, and the fraud he had 
attempted to practise was discovered. He had not been to 
Dover, nor was he in any pecuniaiy difficulty, but was living 
at a London hotel, and was proved to be in possession of 
large resources. He tlierefore had not the excuse of poverty 
for deserting his victim, nor for the almost incredible shabbi- 
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ness of sending her a five-pound note as the price of her 
sacrifice. We hardly know what part of this man's conduct 
contributes most to the feeling of loathing with which we 
regard the offence, or complication of offences, he seems to 
have committed. We perceive in his character, as it 
appears in the report, nothing but unredeemed sensuality, 
without even one spark of that sort of compunction which 
frequently leads the worst of libertines to evince a readiness 
to act generously in a pecuniary sense to those whom no 
money can repay for the injury they have suffered. 

Notwithstanding, however, the facts we have stated, and 
which were detailed at the police court, the magistrate had 
no power to de^l with the case ; and what seems to have been 
one of the most enormous instances of moral depravity we 
ever had to record was pronounced to be quite beyond the 
scope of legal punishment. Though there had been fraud in 
its worst shape, and used for the most cruel purpose; 
though a father had been deprived of what he valued more 
than every piece of property his house might contain, the 
perpetrator of all this wrong was necessarily dismissed, with 
an intimation that though he had acted basely, he had done 
nothing in the eye of the law to expose him to punishment. 
From the penalties of the crime of abduction he had escaped, 
because the girl happened to be nineteen years of age, instead 
of under sixteen ; and the seducer, who is described as a 
man about forty, could not therefore be detained on a charge 
which, from the disparity of years between the parties, would 
have been morally, though not legally, sustainable. The 
ordinary remedy, poor and inadequate as it is, that parents 
have usually been held entitled to forthe seduction of their 
daughters has, we suppose, been forfeited in this case, if the 
rule laid down by Mr. Justice Wilde, on a trial a few months 
ago, is to be received as a precedent. It will be remembered 
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that the learned Judge declared a right of action to be lost to 
a father when his daughter voluntarily abandons her home, 
and thus withdraws herself from the service of her parent. 
For our own part, we should consider it no very violent 
straining of the fiction that applies to cases of the kind if it 
were admitted that a daughter who is persuaded by a seducer 
to leave her father's roof is actually taken from the service, 
by her betrayer, against whom, therefore, the legal remedy 
should in reason be available. Perhaps, however, it is 
better that the absurdity of raising the presumption of loss 
of service should be now and then brought under notice by 
its failure, for attention is thus called to the propriety of adopt- 
ing some more uniform and certain mode of redress for one of 
the cruellest of social injuries. 

We are convinced that everv one who has read the case 
we have been noticing will agree in regarding it as one 
most especially deserving of severe legal treatment ; yet, 
under the present state of the law, the most odious 
features of the offence are those which contribute most to 
its avoidance of punishment. While every description 
of property is guarded with the utmost jealousy from any 
infringement of its rights, the dearest of all possessions, 
namely, the character and happiness of a family, may with 
impunity be trifled with. The miserable resources of calling 
upon a jury to estimate in money the value of a daughter's 
virtue, or to afford pecuniary compensation for feelings out- 
raged and prospects for ever ruined, is not only mockery in 
itself, but is doubly offensive from the difficulties by which it 
is surrounded. It would be far better to leave the crime of 
the seducer to Divine justice alone, than to make it a subject 
upon which human laws may exhibit their injustice, im- 
perfection, and impotence. 



PROM THE DIAL. 

An excellent wiitev — Peter Eayne, M.A., I believe — in 
the Died, a London newspaper, of Fobruarj' 15, 1860, says — 
There is generally a root ia every evil, Bomething on 
irhich it jirc-eminently depends. There niay, indeed, te 
subordinate feeders — there may be fibres stretching in many 
directions ; but the grand stem-root is one, and, if you cut it 
across, the entire tree decays. Is there such a root of the 
Social Evill The answer we have to i-ender to the question 
may surprise and even appal ; but we render it witli a deep 
sense of responsibility, and after the most niattire considera- 
tion : the root of the Social Eml is the undarvnluiHg of the 
vii-iue of chastity in man hy the women of England. If the , 
mother and the daughter demanded, oa the part of the 
suitor, chastity which ia abBolnteJy i-ecjuired by the other 
sex, the Social Evil would have received its death-wound. 

" An Englishwoman," writing to the Times, proposes a 
midniglit meeting on behalf of the men whose position in 
i-esjiect of chastity is parallel to that of the women who met 
tlie Uev. Baptist Noel and the Rev. Mr. Ei-ock. She 
declares that if the demand ceased, the supply would also 
fall off. In one i-espect, she hardly does jiisti'^ to lier sex. 
We might infer from her words that the number of outcast 
women and of depraved men is about equal Tlie fact is, 
that the number of profligate men b beyond comparison 
larger than that of fallen women, Were the number of 
unchaste men in London reduced to that of the unchiiste 
■women, almost the entire number of the latter wouki disajipeav 
f m u t ts. The taint in the one sex is confined to a 
[ "t u! po tion, among whom it breaks out in a glaring, 
CO n[ In and hideous form ; in the other, it is, to a 

g t t t icj-vasive. Confine it in the one sex as you 
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confine it in the otlier, and it will soon be all but annihilated. 
And how is tlie vice of nnchastity confined within bound- 
aries so rigid in the case of the female sex? "An English- 
woman" will find it woi-th while to ponder that question 
and its answer. 

Patting aside minor causes, it is because men estimate 
chastity in women highly ; it is because a fallen woman has 
ruined her prospects ; it is because evtn an unchaste 'man will 
marry none hut a chaste woman. Do women thus check 
inunoraiiiy in the other sex ? Do they address to men the 
demand, which men so inflexibly address to them? No. 
For five, ten, fifteen years a man is a rake and profligate. 
The thing is notorious. His friends at the club know it ; it 
is known in the families where he visits. During all those 
years he may be a seducer, a frequenter of vile haunts, a 
gentleman who " protects " an unfortunate female. But he 
has gold. He has, perhaps, i^ank. At all events he is in a 
XK>sition to marry. Does his notorious unchastity stand in 
his way, when he finds that step convenient ? Not a bit. 
He finds the marriage maiket open. A mother who would 
herself shrink with horror from the thought of unchastity 
welcomes him to her house ; a daughter who is herself pure 
as a flower accompanies him to the altar; he takes his 
place in society as one who has sown his wild oats, and is 
henceforth respectable. Fathers and brothers are of course 
in these cases not without fault ; but mothers are pre- 
eminently the family match-makers, and daughters are 
themselves the victims ; and most persons will agree with us 
in the opinion that when there is a feeling of repulsion or 
disgust experienced by any of the parties concerned, it is on 
the part of the male, not the female branches of the family. 
Now tJiat is the grand stem-root of the Social Evil I Xiet 
women in England look upon a proposal of marriage from a 
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profligate man as men. in England would regard a (ii'opoBal 
of Jiiamage with, a Haymarket outcast. Let every pure- 
minded girl sliriiiir with contempt and loathing from the 
advances of a i-ake. Let eveiy mother close her doois 
against the known profiigitte. There will then he hope for 
those outcast wanderei's. It is tbo women who give the 
tone to society. It is tlie womeji who fix the laws of 
etiquette. Let them, set the ban of society upop. the un- 
chaste man ; let him be turned out to those dena and to 
those companions to which Im brutish tastes have assigned 
hira, an.d to which men doom the unehaste woman. He ia 
now permitted to alternate the haunt of infamy with the 
dniwing-room. Let Lim oaly know that this is no longer 
I>03sible, — let him feel stemlj'' stamped upon him the brand 
of social exclusion, — and unchaatity in mea will become as 
rare as it is in women. The man who has no fear of God 
Jias yet a slavish, and cowering dread for society. Though 
liiB iieavt has lost every finer sensibility, and sunk lower and 
lower from the human towards the brute, he is yet keenly 
selfish, and will beware not to mar his prospects for life. He 
will be no more a seducer, a frequenter of infamous places, a 
source and patron of the Social Evil. The streams which 
feed the hideous pool of female depravity will have dried up ; 
the regeneration of the social system will have commenced 
in earnest. 

It is to the women of Ei^Iand that the wretched beingB 
who shiver at midnight in our streets make their imploring 
appeal. They ask that their seducers— their cniel and 
brutish slave-drivers — he banished from society. They call 
for a just weight and a just measure; they demand tliat the 
unc!i.iste man be placed on a level with the unchaste woman ^ 
and it is their sisters who can comply with their request. 

With Her jIajesty at the head of society, the hope 
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does not appear chimerical that social circles should at last 
declare against the Social Evil. The ladies who lead the 
world of fashion — ^the female aristocracy of rank, wealth, 
and talent — ^have it in their power to do moi^e than any 
other class to cut it up by the roots. Have they the 
courage, the self-respect, the kindness, the sisterly charity, 
to do it] 

The Rev. William Arnot, at a crowded and influential 
meeting of the male sex, in the City Hall, Glasgow, in 
October, 1860, addressing the licentious, stated — This is 
a costly taste of yours that demands creatures formed in 
God's image as fuel to its flame. Look at the fruit of your 
doings in that imbruted soul and bloated body, with hardly 
any human features left, a mass of incurable corruption now. 
That lump of yet living flesh was once a woman, her spirit 
now departing in darkness, and her body returning to dust 
before the time. Look at that wreck, brother — all that 
remains of an immortal, — Thou art the destroyer. I 
arraign thee, murderer, before the bar of God, her God and 
thine ; that ghastly form will confront thee then, if un- 
repentant, and the flimsy excuses you use before your fellow- 
men will not avail you before the righteous Judge. 

At the same meeting, Mr. Arnot further said — Another 
simple preventive measure, and one likely to produce a 
powerful effect, is to publish the names and addresses 

OP ALL, WITHOUT DISTINCTION, FOUND FREQUENTING THESE 

DISREPUTABLE HOUSES. There are men who visit our 
houses, and mingle in the society of our drawing-rooms, who 
are frequent visitors in these dens of infamy. Their names 
should be printed at full length in the papers. One of two 
results would follow. Either they would cease to frequent 
these houses, or the doors of pure houses would be shut in 
theii* face. 
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Professor Miller, of Eilml-iirgh Uiiiveraity, Bays:— As 
regiiitis the seilucBr, the case is still more ui-gent. The 
man «-ho steals oy swindles money, goods, or property of 
any sort, is jjjso /acio an outcast from society, au in-cnst to 
the law. The man who steals — swindles — what is dearer 
and more precious far than all that gold can purchase — what 
of hini ? Surely a far Bterner fate than what lie generally 
receives ia richly his due. And were society time to itself 
in this matter, aeJuotion and prostitution wei* less plentiful 
in our midst. .... Thus raucli On tlie part of society. 
Hut ought not common law to iuke cognizaitee of this mmi 1 
Woidd it not be vxll that our Jusliciary Courts laid hold of \ 
hivi, with a viein of imparting some aC least of thai puiiUivi'^ 
reicard he so richly deserres 1 K 

Tlie Eev. Dr. AJexiuider Wallace, Glasgow, observes — , 
If there is nothing ia the present state of the law to \ 
binud the seducer as a thief — as one who has stolen the most 
precious jewel, and robbed bappy homes of their brightest 
gems — let women in every circle and sphere of life, with 
vii-tiious !ind indignant piide, fivjwn him from their jiresence, 
as one who, whilst injuring one or more of thoic sistei's, has 
inflicted the deepest possible wound upon the whole. Society 
will never be in a sound state upon this question, till the 
seducer shall occupy the place which the seduced, in point of 
public estimation, has alas! too long done; and shall be 
treated as a leprous thiug to be shunned. He is the smfier ; 
she for the most part has been more sinned against than 

The P.ev. William Eevan, Liverpool, in a lecture already 
quoted, i-omarks ; — And why should the visitants and 
supportei-s of these deluded and unhappy females jias-S «n- 
obsen-ed 1 The brand of criminiility is upon them. Why 
should it be palliated^ Are they less guilty bci^aiisc less 
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open to discovery? But for them the evil would cease. 
They create the demand, and the supply is aiSbrded. Public 
honour and private virtue require a change of general senti- 
ment with reference to this matter. The testimony of repro- 
bation should attend the man who defiles himself amid the 
degradation of the other sex. Let not the rou6 be courted, 
flattered, idolized; rather let him be shunned, condemned, 
denounced. Should not companions in the sin be com- 
panions in the disrepute and the penalty ] 

The Rev. Benjamin Parsons, author of a volume entitled 
"Anti-Bacchus," in an address delivered to working-men in 
Liverpool, in October, 1851, said — A good citizen, of 

• . Jiecessity, ought to be distinguished for purity. The de- 

^'fcauched man, the seducer, is not a good citizen. He cannot 

oe a good citizen. He is the villain of all villains. I do 

' not agree with what Blair has taught, that the poor suicide 
will be one whose society " the common damned " will shun ; 
but I believe that those wretches who take hold of the most 
innocent portion of society, — the being that was created as 
a helpmate of man, without whom society would be a blank — 
the angel that was intended to superintend him when here, 
to minister to his wants, to watch over him when sick, that 
soothes him to gentleness, cheers him and superintends him 
as a guardian angel all his days on earth, closes his eyes in 
death, and then sheds the last tear upon his corpse before 
the coflBn lid is placed upon him, — that that being should be 
injured and seduced ! Oh, the wretches ! — these will be 
the monsters whose society the common damned in hell will 
shun for ever ! 

Archdeacon Paley, D.D., in bis " Moral and Political 
Philosophy," writes : — The seducer practises the same strata- 
gems to draw a woman's person into his power, that a 
stoindler does to get possession of your goods or money ; yet 

K 
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cleanness, with all its kinds, is a vice whicli hath a professed 
enmity against the body. " Every sin which a man doth is 
without the body ; but he that committeth fornication 
sinneth against his own body." — Uncleanness is hugely con- 
trary to the spirit of government, by embasing the spirit of 
a man, making it effeminate, sneaking, soft, and foolish, 
without courage, without confidence. 

The Rev. Dr. Edgar, of Belfast, in his lecture delivered 
in London, in 1841, said — Dear friends, let no feelings of 
romance turn you away from the disgusting creatures who 
hang shivering and hopeless by the comers of your streets ; 
think not of what' they are, but of what they were : — ^they 
were sisters and daughters, loving and loved. Foul seducer, 
who made them what they are ! I have known so much of 
seduction, as to condense on it, and not on its bleeding 
victims, all my hatred and all my scorn. I have known the 
gay girl, innocent as a lamb, enticed away by an old satanic 
procuress in hope of a pleasant party, and then besotted 
and drugged till she fell an easy prey. I have known the 
vile scoundrel acting as pimp for a Justice of the Peace, who, 
while dispensing law, had marked the lamb for saciifice. I 
have known of this tempting basilisk luring his victim with 
professions of honourable lovre; and when she awoke to 
consciousness from his stupifying draught, finding herself 
hopeless, and ruined, and lost. I have, alas, known so 
much of the ways of those who devise evil, as to have no 
doubt of the truth of a statement, made on high authority, 
that when a veteran in crime waited in a vestibule of hell 
for a new gratification, by the slaughter of a new victim, 
there was ushered in to him his own young daughter ! 

Dr. Sanger, Resident Physician, Blackwell's Island, "New 
York City, in his « History of Prostitution," says :— The 
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crime of seduction can be Tiewed only as a mejin imd 
atrocious perjury ; and strangely callous must he be wliose 
conscience in after life does not puisne him. with scorpion 
slinga and fiery tortures, .... Men who, in the 
ordinary relations of life, wonld scruple to defiraud theii" 
neighbours of a, dollar, do not hesitate to rob a confiding 
woman of her chastity. They who, in a business point of 
view, would regard obtaining goods under false pretences as 
aa act to \m visited with uli the severity of the law, hesitate 
not to obtain by even viler feaud the sarrender of woman's 
Tirtue to their fiendish Inst. Is there no inconsistency in 
the social laws which condemn a swindler to the stato prison 
Jot Ilia offences, and condemn a woman to perpetual infamy, 
Jbr Iter wroniisl The probabilities of a decrease in the crime 
of seduction itre very slight, so long as the present public senti- 
ment prevaOsj while the seducer is allowed to go unpunished, 
and the full measure of retribution is directed s^ainst his 
victim; vlule the offendei' escapes, but the offended is cou- 
demned. Uiipiincipled men, ready to take advantage of 
woman's tnistful nature, abound, and they pui-sue their 
diabolical course unmolested. Legal enactments can scarcely 
ever reach them, although sometimes a poor man wiiliout 
friends or money is indicted and convicted. The remedy 
must be left to the world at large. When our domestic 
relations are such that a man known to be guilty of this 
crime can ohtuin no admission into the family cii'clc; when 
the virtuous and respectable members of the community 
agi-ee that no such man shall be welcomed to their society ; 
when worth and honour assert their supreniiicy over wealth 
and boldness, there may be hopes of a reformation, but not 
till then. 

George W. Bui-nap, in his Lectures to Young Men, at 
Baltimore, T7.S,, in 1S40, Siiid— Another, whose standing 
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in society is more elevated, and whose means of dissipation 

are not so soon exhausted, is preserved only for the commis- 
sion of worse crimes, and the endurance of a more signal 
retribution. Sensuality has so polluted his imagination that 
he can think of nothing else. Beauty, ignorance, and depen- 
dence, no sooner catch his eye than the imagination is fired, 
and with black and guileful heart he busies htoself with 
schemes of seduction and ruin. Where in the catalogue of 
depravity shall we place such a miscreant as this ? The soul 
of the murderer, who stabs in hot blood, is white when com- 
pared to his. Ho despatches his victim at once, and with 
little suffering, and, perhaps, with no preconceived malice. 
But here is a man, who without provocation, will plot for 
weeks and months the murder of body and soul, the shame of 
whole families, and the abiding sorrow of the most virtuous 
affections. The unfeeling wretch is perfectly aware what he 
is doing at every step. He knows the fate of his victim; for 
he has seen hundreds of these deluded creatures cast out 
from all the endearments of natural affection, from the 
peace and protection of home, abandoned to the insults of 
the brutal and the drunken, the prey of remorse, of want, 
of disease and premature decay. And yet, in full sight of 
all this, the seducer proceeds deliberately, step by step, by 
arts the most mean, by flattery the most contemptible, by 
perjury the most profligate. 

The time is not far distant, I believe, when the moral 
feeling of the community will rise in its might, and crush 
the per]:)eti'ators of this stupendous wrong. 

BY THE REV. JOHN GUTHRIE, M.A. 

The Rev. John Guthrie, M.A., Glasgow, favours me with 
the following important observations, to which he has added 
a few extracts from the poets : — 




Tlie mo3t awful tragedy of human nature is made yet 
more awful hy the horrid shade of invisibility, which by 
common conseut is thrown around it. Wei-e we told that 
■within the dejjtlia of tliia forest or that dungeon might 
be seen the direst of eights, the grim and mysterioua envelop- 
ment thrown around it by frowning wall or aombre shade 
would invest it to our senBe with a deejjened hon-or. Under 
every aspect, physical, moral, and social, the vice which thia last 
■word "social" in so often conventionally employed to denote, 
is the deadliest of the deadly. And yet, instead of a general 
rush to raise the fallen and to stay the plague, there exists, 
owing to tile shame or hardihood of the victim and the 
social ostracism to which at least the feioale ia doomed, a 
mutually repellent feeling which even philanthropy finds it 
hard to suhtlue, and which leaves the hapless victims, in 
most cases, to welter on in their ain and woe. And yet, why 
should false delicacy, or fear of incidentally stirring 
prurient imaginings in any, keep us back from the rescue! 
We answer with Jeremy Taylor, " If any man will snatch 
the pure taper from my hand and hold it to the devil, he 
will only hum his fingers, hut shall not rob ma of the 
reward of my pui'o and good intention." 

Tliia remark Jeremy makes only a few sentences before 
uttering Ills well known and exquisite saying, that 
"virginity," or chastity, "is the enamel of tlje soul;" a 
sentiment whicli (as we shall by and by see) receives still 
more exquisite and expanded illustration in that gem of 
poems, the Comus of Milton. It is in the light of this say- 
ing, that we may read the most doleful features of the Social 
EvU. When the enamel is gone, the soul too often rushes 
to ruin ; and tlie finer and lovelier the soul, — as in the case 
of woman, — the ruin, if not timously arrested, is only the 
more precipitate and complete. The finer the piece of art, — ■ 
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of painting, porcelain, sculpture, or whatever else, — ^that has 
been maiTed, the worse is the disaster, and the more hopeless 
the remedy. And how easily effected is the ruin ! A single 
touch will rub the dew off the peach, but what power on 
earth may restore it 1 

With terrible emphasis does this hold true of the deadly 
vice we are contemplating ; and superlatively so in the case 
of woman. The philosophy of this downfall it may be well 
to trace a little way. 

Much of it is suggested by the familiar word "integritt." 
That word means wholeness. It denotes that the man is 
morally entire ; not indeed morally perfect, but yet morally 
entire, with the bulwarks of virtue erect and unbreached. 
Happy is the youth or maiden who keeps these moral 
muniments in good repair, within and without, and on all 
sides round. 

Serene will be our days and bright, 

And happy will our nature be ; 
When love is an unerring light, 

And joy its own security. 

Yes ; though duty is a principle, it is mightily aided by 
instinct ; and association, habit, yea, and character all lend 
their fortifying influence. When, then, these fine moral in- 
stincts are fairly broken through, very terrible is the disaster. 
It may indeed be repaired ; but the moral nature can hardly 
now ever be as it was before. Moral weakness will likely 
remain, and unhallowed and ensnaring memories, and often 
spiritual dread and distance, and drooping head and tottering 
moral gait. Even under divine pardon, and all the refining 
processes of divine grace, the foul streak sent by that 
damning sin into the marble of our nforal nature may still 
show. And it is at the beginning of the vicious course that 
a return must be made, for every fresh fall is a paying away 




of Etrengtli of will, and a dimming of tte stiir of hope. 
Instead of cru.sliing down the fallen youth or luaidcu at that 
stage, as manj- cruelly and pbarisaically do, — heartlessly 
flinging at them the epithet "mined" (which is doing theivt< 
best to make it true), ami then, as if holding their moral 
nostril, jiassing hy on the other side. " Deal gently, I claim 
of you," in the noble words of Dr. "WLIIiftm Anderson, "with 
the sUly youth whom the practised liarlot ha.s ensnared," 
and with the only too confiding and derated maiden whom 
the practiRed seducer has ensnured. 

And let such young Tictims he, on their part, warned to 
return immediately, if they would hojie to retui-n at all. Jf 
they continue, if they even only at long intervals venture 
back, alas for them ! All Kin is deadly enough, deceitful 
enough, but of all sin, this is the most deceitful and tlie 
most deadlv. In tlie woi-ds of one who knew exjicri mentally 
but too well, "it hanlena all wthin, and petrifies the 

In woman, above all, these ti-agic issues do most fatally 
nppear. This is owing to her finer nature, and to her larger 
dependanee on the maintenance of moi-al instinct Colei-idge, 
somewhere in liis Table Talk, remarks, tiat man's morality 
is nioi'e dependant on strength of thought, and woman's on 
force of feeling and pure instincts. From this it appears 
to i-esult, that more men than women fall, hut that more 
fallen men recover themselves than of fallen women j — that 
more women thitn men are pi-eser^'ed in virtue, and that 
more men than women are reclaimed from vice. Whatever 
influence, then, threatens to trample down that fine network 
of moi-al instinct, that very appreciable kind of divinity 
which jjeeiiliarly hedges wonum i-ound, ought above all things 
to lie the object of her dread, abhorrence, and juvompt and 
indignant scora ; for when that safeguni'd is gone, well-nigh 
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all is gone, and the ruin is as friglitful as the precipitation is 
swifij. 

Who needs to be told the appalling magnitude of that 
tuin? An abandoned woman is the most terrible moral 
wreck our world contains. The descent, besides being from 
a higher height, is more precipitous and ruinous. The soft- 
ness and tenderness of the sex take the taint the more 
blightingly from the touch of the destroyer. The fine 
sensibilities which make woman, in her purity, oft as lovely 
as a seraph, imprint on woman fallen the worst features of 
the fiend. They minister to a keener torture and more 
reckless despair. No reproach from without can equal that 
which, for a time at least (for even that will give way), 
gnaws worm-like at the heart of the poor out-cast, within. 
The fire bums hottest at the centre. Hers is a sense, all 
the keener that she is a woman of ruin, degradation, and 
self-disdain, which re-acts in a maddened and reckless despair. 
A victim herself, helpless and hopeless, her vocation hence- 
forth is to victimise othei'S ; and so it comes that the fair 
form that once gladdened a hearth and graced a virtuous 
circle, is now a moving and breathing sepulchre, whose very 
vicinity is pollution. 

Young men, in the hour of temptation, when perverted 
imagination blinds and dominates all, see no way into these 
tragedies; while hardened profligates, in everything but 
self-gratification, are " past feeling." O that youth, in the 
moment of fascination, or before it i-ather and after, would try 
to realize them, and let their moral plummet as deep into the 
abyss as they can ! In this exercise, while using inspired 
lights first and mainly, they will find no small secondary 
help from our poets, whose fine sensibilities, and whose 
"vision and faculty divine," enable them to penetrate 
deeper into these tragedies than more commonplace men. 




For this end, and to Btimulate further search., we will here 
cull, or refer to, such few iliuetratioas of the kind we meaa, 
as we may now be able to recall. 

With what tcnible intensity does Shafcspeave describe aa 
agonized parent, as thus lamenting over a fallen daughter : — 
Mice ao much, 
"Diat I myBslf Wfts to injflelf not mine, 
.Valuing of her; why, she — O, ahe is fallen 
Ijitu a. pit of ink I tliat the wide sea 
Hath drops too few to wash ber clean agfiln ; 
And anlt too little whith may Eooaoil give 
To her foul tainted flesh ! 
Tragic imagery could not further go. As in another 
extreme case described by the same poet, in which murder 
iinds Neptune's nudtitudinoua waves unavailing to wash the 
red band whift;, nay, finds rather that the bloodstained hand 
would make ocean's " gi-een one i-ed," so here, the atain of 
violated female honour ia one which ocean baa not water 
enough to clniinse, or sanative virtue enough to cure. The 
poet sees into the great deep of this tragedy in the light of 
his own fine jjliilosopby, in that sonnet of his which treathes 
while it descrtlica the inner aoul of beauty ;— 

0, Low much jnoro doth beauty beauteous aoem 

Dy tliaC sweet ornameot which truth doth givo ; 
The ruse luolia fair, but fairer wo it deem 
For tliat awcet odour that doth in it live. 

TLis same ])]iilosophy, and heavenly myateiy of beauty in 
its virginal purity, is snug, as never poet before or since haa 
sung it, by a genius, second only to Shakspeare, and whose 
native and congenial element was the morally sublime. The 
locits classicus on this theme is the Coraus of Milton. The 
Lady, lost in a wood, is found by the prowling sorcerer, who 
profFci-s bis deceitful guidance. The two brothers from 
wliom she has accidentally strayed, leam in their search for 
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her the distracting news. The younger brother forobcwloB 
all that is tragic. The elder, noble and self-reliant, and 
strong in the faith of the invincibility of true chastity and 
virtue, hopes the best, and hopes to the last : — 

Eld. Bro, Peace, Brother, be not over-exquiiiU 
To cast the fashion of uncertain evils ; 
For grant they be so, while thoy rest unknowDf 
What need a man forestall his date of grief, 
And run to meet what he would must avoid ? 
Or if they be but false alarms of foar, 
How bitter is sach self-delusion ? 
I do not think my Sister so to seek. 
Or so unprincipled in virtue's book, 
And the sweet peace that goodness bosoms ever, 
Ab that the single want of light and noise 
(Not being in danger, as I trust she is uot) 
Ouold stir the constant mood of her calm thcmgbts, 
And put them into nusbecoming plight. 
Virtue could see to do what virtue would 
By her own radiant light, though sun and mooa 
Were in the flat sea sunk. And wisdaia's wtM 
Oft seeks to sweet letired solitude, 
WbcTe with hu best mme amUimylaium. 
She jAmatt her feaibenf and lets grow her wia^. 
Thai in the various bustle of resort 
Woe all too ntflBbd, and sometimes impair'd^ 
He tbai has li^ii withm his own clear br«a^ 
'Mxy mi i' ih^ ceatrt, and eojoy bright <lay ; 
Bat lie thai hides a dark soal« Mad Und ihottffitiMf 
Jbtm^tted walks under the nod^y Mta; 
'Bmaed iB Mb <0wn dma^/butL 

That mamn^ mtdijadkfu most agi»gts 

Tkt» yamr€ M^rugr <4 demiri 0fptl^ 

Yar fivm tibe «liMrfsl hMuit <4 mtm aad har^ 

And into as wmS^ as m ihif mttinUf h(mm ; 

Tiff w1m» would n4 a harmai U las W4«ds« 

Bis lew Vm4s «r Im V iad s^ «r swifde dU^ 

Or do Ms ^n^ ]ub» m^t "wMm^t 
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But beauty, like the fair Hesperian tree 

Laden with blooming gold, had need the guard 

Of dragon-watch with unenchanted eye, 

To save her blossoms, and defend her fruit 

Prom the rash hand of bold incontiucncc. 

You may as well spread out the unsunn'd heaps 

Of miser's treasure by an outlaw's den, 

And tell me it is safe, as bid me hope 

Danger will wink on opportunity, 

And let a single helpless maiden pass 

Uninjur'd in this wild surrounding waste. 

Of night, or loneliness it recks me not ; 

I fear the dread events that dog them both, 

Lest some ill-greeting touch attempt the person 

Of our unknowD Sister. 
Ehl, Bro. I do not, Brother, 

Infer, as if I thought my Sister's state 

Secure without all doubt, or controversy : 
Yet where an equal poise of hope and fear 
Does arbitrate th' event, my nature is 
That I incline to hope, rather than fear, 
And gladly banish squint suspicion. 
My Sister is not so defenceless left 
As you imagine ; she has a hidden strength 
"Which you remember not. 

2. Bro. What hidden strength. 
Unless the strength of heaven, if you mean that ? 

Eld. Bro. I mean that too, but yet a hidden strength, 
"\\ hich if heaven gave it, may be term'd her own, 
'Tis Chastity, my Brother, Chastity : 
She that has that, is clad in complete steel. 
And like a quiver'd nymph with arrows keen 
May trace huge forests, and unliarbour'd heaths. 
Infamous hills, and sandy perilous wilds, 
Where through the sacred rays of chastity, 
No savage fierce, bandit, or mountaineer 
Will dare to soil her virgin purity : 
Yea there, where very desolation dwells 
By grots, and caverns shagg'd with horrid shades, 
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She may pass on with nnblench'd majesty, 

Be it not done in pride, or in presumption. 

Some say no evil thing that walks by night, 

In fog, or fire, hy lake or moorish fen. 

Blue meagre hag, or stubborn unl&id ghost, 

That breaks his magic chains at curfevir time. 

No goblin, or swart faery of the mine. 

Hath hurtful power o'er true virginity. 

Do ye believe me yet, or Bhall I call 

Antiquity from the old schools of Greece 

To testify the arms of chastity ? 

Hence had the huntress Dian her dread bow, 

Fair silver-shafted queen, for ever chaste. 

Wherewith she tam'd the brinded lioness 

And spotted mountain pard, but set at nought 

The frivolous bolt of Cupid : gods and men 

Fear*d her stem frown, and she was queen o* th* woods. 

What was that snaky-headed Gorgon shield. 

That wise Minerva wore, unconquer'd virgin, 

Wherewith she freez'd her foes to congeal'd stone, 

But rigid looks of chaste austerity. 

And noble grace that dash'd brute violence 

With sudden adoration, and blank awe ? 

So dear to heaven is saintly chastity. 

That when a soul is found sincerely so, 

A thousand liveried angels lackey her, 

Driving far ojff each thing of sin and guilt. 

And in clear dream, and solemn vision. 

Tell her of things that no gross ear can hear, 

Till oft converse with heavenly habitants 

Begin to cast a beam on th' outward shape. 

The unpolluted temple of the mind. 

And turns it by degrees to the soul's essence. 

Till all be made immortal : but when lust. 

By imchaste looks, loose gestures, and foul talk, 

But most by lewd and lavish act of sin. 

Lets in defilement to the inward parts, 

The soul grows clotted by contagion, 

Tmbodies, and imbrutes, till she quite lose 



The lUvino property of her first being. 

Such are those thick and gloomy ahadoWB damp 

Oft Been in charnel raulta and aepolchriffi, 

Ling'ridg, iinii sitting by a new made grave, 

Aa loath to leave the body that it Itjv'd, 

And link'd itself by carnal sensuality 

To a dagenoratc and degraded -stato. 

2. ]3ro. How charming ia dirine philosophy 1 
Not harsh, and crabbed, aa dull fools anppoBB, 
But muaiual as is Apollo's lute, 
And n perpetual feast of ueatar'd sweets. 
Where no crude surfeit reigns, 

AVi/. Bra. List, list ! I hear 
Some far-olf halloo break the silent air. 

2. Jlro, Methought so too ; what should it be ! 
It is the Attendant Spirit, who liaS been sect to the 
rescue, and describes the awful character of the peril wLicli 
starts fresh fears : — 

2, Jlrn. night and shades. 
How are ye ]oin'd with hell in triple knot. 
Against th' unarmed weaknosa of one virgin 
Alone, and helpless ! Is this the confidence 
You gave me. Brother? 

Eld. Bro. Yes, and keep it stjll. 
Lean on it safely ; not a period 
Shall be unsaid for me : against the threat* 
Of malice or of sorcery, or thct power 
Which erring men call Chance, this I hold firm, 
Virtue may he assail'd, but never hurt, 
Siu^s'd by onjast force, hut not entbraU'd ; 
Yea even that which mischief meant most harm. 
Shall in the happy trial prove moat glory ^ 
But evil OQ itself shall back recoil, 
And mix no more with goodness, when at last 
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The scene changes to the sorcerer's palace, when the Lady 
is seen in an enchanted chair from which she cannot rise, 
with Comus before her, whose vile solicitations she repels in 
words well worthy of quotation, had our space permitted. 
The brothers rush in; she is rescued; and the piece con- 
cludes with the moral : — 

Mortals that would follow me, 
Love Virtue ; she alone is free : 
She can teach you how to climb 
Higher than the sphery chime ; 
Or if Virtue feeble were, 
Heaven itself would stoop to her. 

How vividly does Bums, in his Cottar's Saturday Night, 
pass from that exquisite picture of pure youthful love in 
one stanza to its dismal obverse in the next, and present in 
a touch or two the heapt-stricken parents and " the ruined 
maid, and her distraction wild." Few contrasts in the 
language are more effective : it is as if a celestial scene of 
surpassing beauty were to have the stage lights suddenly 
put down over it, and a pandemonian scene with its lurid 
flashes instantly taking its place. From that fine picture 
of youthful affection the poet thus breaks forth on the 
seducer : — 

Is there in human form, that bears a heart, 

A wretch ! a villain ! lost to love and truth ! — 
That can, with studied, sly, ensnaring art, 

Betray sweet Jenny's unsuspecting youth ? 
Curse on his perjured arts ! dissembling smooth I 

Are honour, virtue, conscience, all exil'd ? 
Is there no pity, no relenting ruth, 

Points to the parents fondling o'er their child ? 
Then paints the ruin'd maid, and their distraction wild ? 

In his fine lyric on the Mountain Daisy turned up by his 
ploughshare, he makes a touching allusion to this doleful case. 
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With referPiicB to the sad fact that yotmg Tiiiue in humble 
life has often to hold its own and mal;a way under ungenial 
skies and in oxposed wilds, he says : — 

Caiild blew the bitter- biting north 

Ufjnn tliy early, humble birth ; 

Yet cheerfully thou glinted forth 
Amid the stonn. 

Scarce mr'd above the pareut ciuth 
Thy tender form. 

TLo finiinting Sovera our gardens yield, 

Ili^h sheltering woods and wu'a maun shiisld ; 

But thou, beneath the random bleld 



He then <lesciibe3 with artless but illimitable beauty tlio 
too frequent as well as " ower tnie talc " : — 

Therfl, in thy scanty mantle clad, 
Thy anawie bosom sunward sjire^d. 
Thou lifts thy unosauming head 

In humble guise ; 
But now the share uptearg thy bed. 

And low thou liea 1 
Such 18 the fate of artless maid. 
Sweet flowret of the rural shade t 
By love'a siinplicity betrayed. 

And guUelcBs truet, 
Till ehe, like thee, nil soiled, is laid 
Xow in the duat. 

Uewl and ponder Hood's Biidge of Sighs, try to sound its 
depths of woe, and then, when the next temptation obtrudes 
itsiilf, as you liave a heart in you, " picture it, think of it, 
dissolute man i " 

How gi'apliic and interesting tlie scene in the Vicar of 
Wakefield, when, over liis eiring daughter OIi\ia, the good 
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man vents freely a father's curses on her seducer, and when 
told of it, asks, Did I curse 1 And how touching tlie yorses 
shortly after introduced : — 

When lovely woman stoops to folly, 

And finds too late that men hetray, 
What charm can soothe her melancholy, 

What art can wash her guilt away ? 

The only art her guilt to cover, 

To hide her shame from every eye, 
To give repentance to her lover. 

And wring his bosom, is — to die. 

This idea of the in-etrievable character of women's wrong 

of wrongs is often strongly put by our poets — too strongly 

it may be admitted, and yet with what terrible truth ! A 

I)oet of the last century, in " Fables for the Female Sex,'' 

says in one of them, on their seducers : — 

The traveller if he chance to stray 
May turn uncensnred to hiJi way ; 
Polluted stream* again are pure, 
And deepest wounds admit a cur« { 
But woman no redemption knows ; 
The wounds of honour wtvt:r close. 
Though distant every band to gttid<», 
Nor skilled on life's iempestu/ms ti4«, 
If once ber feeble bark reeed/ef 
Or deviate from the course decreed, 
In rain she mnekM tbe frmMmt sb<ire, 
Jler KwiiUsr ioliy flies before J 
Tbe ctr<^]og ports Mi^wit \ufr <44>se. 
And dwit tbe fra»d<rrer fff/m rtc\Mfii^ j 
TiD, by eooflietitAg waves /^^i/r^ftmncd. 

Are ibere fto ^lAIJmitf^ t</ ivU^fM;^ 

T<fr but » mui^ ifn:</rt- 5'/ue i 
♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ » 

y# flMre witib viri^ epW^^wu/ hw^ - 
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No more the ravaged garden blow 
With spring's succeeding blossom ? — Xa 
Pity may mcnrn, but not restore ; 
And woman falls — to rise no more. 

God he thanked, the open door of the Gospel, and the 
he \rt of the Gospel's God, and the open arms of the Saviour, 
and his ** go in peace, sin no more," are as free to the fallen 
and forlorn one as ever. The facts of the Gospel are too 
familiar, the spirit and terms of it are too plain to leave any- 
returning wanderer in doubt, though the guiltiest of the 
guiltv and the vilest of the vile. But while very tender 
are God's mercies, verv cruel are those of man. The result 
to the ciiished maiden is often life-long madness; and of 
this, too, liow touchingly have our ix>ets sung. — Pollok, in 
his Judgment Scene in the 8th Book, gives the following 
case : — 

Take one example, one of female woe. 

Loved by a father's and a mother's love. 

In rural peace she lived, so fair, so light 

Of hcwirt, so good, and \'oung, that reason scarce 

The eye could credit, but would doubt, as she 

"nil! cfii.^Tk +r» ■null fVta lilx* nr fV»o nrkca 
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His heart grew stone, he drove her forth to 'v/ant 
And wintry winds, and with a horrid cnrse 
Pur ued her ear, forbidding all retumt 

Upon a hoary cliff that watched the sfe&, 
Her babe was found — dead. On its littl • cheek 
The teai thsst nature bade it weep had tumed 
An ico-drop, sparkling in the morning beam ; 
And to the turf its helpless hands were frozezio 
For she, the woeful mother, had gone mad^ 
And laid it down, regardless of its fate^ 
And of her own, j et had she many days 
Of sorrow m the world, but never wept. 
She lived on alms, and carriea in her hand 
Some withered stalks she gathered in the spring, 
When any asked the cause, sHe smiled and sai L 
They were her sisters, and would como and watch 
Her grave wnen she was dead. She never spoke 
Of her deceiver, father, mother, home, 
Or child, or heaven, or hell, or God ; but still 
In lonely places walked, and ever gazed 
Upon the withered stalks and talked to them ; 
Till wasted to th<3 shadow oi her youth. 
With woe too wide to see beyond, she died-^ 
Not unatoned for by imputed blood. 
Nor, by the Spirit that mysterious; worka 
Unsauctified. Aloud, her father cursed 
That day his guilty pride, which would not own 
A daughter^ whom the God of heaven and earth 
Was not ashamed to call His own i and he 
Who ruined her, read from her holy look. 
That pierced him with perdition manifold^ 
His sentence, burning with vindictive fire. 

A mightier genius stiD, Goethe in his Faust, pictures with 
terrible effect a similar case. Margaret, after her fall, kneels 
before an image of the Mater Dolorosa and touchmgly prays : 

Oh, in this hour of death, and the near grave, 
Succour me, Thou, and save ! 




Look on mc irith that coiuiteiiajicB benign, 

Ntver was grief like thine, — 

Look domi, look down on mine ! 

Her true heai-ted brother, Talentina, who has fallen in 

combat with hpr seducer, Fauat, describes to her, with his 

dying breath, and with a eoldier'B bluntneea, the sure and 

growing loud of worldV eoom to which, by her fall, she has 

served hersplf heir. 

And find for thee, heai-t-brdkon one, 
ThDugli God has mercy, mm liaa nona. 

Then follows her doleful career of madness from which 
she wak"a up at the end, to hear pronounced over hf:r the 
voice from heaven, " Bayed," while her aeducor is home away. 

Scott's Marmion bus some of its most thrilling incideuta 
and no small part of its plot related to t>ii>< gad theme. Its 
moral, indeed, might be its own spirited and impressive 

'Whore shall the traitor rest. 

He, the deceiver. 
Who Goold win maiden's breaeu 
Ruin, and Itrave hei; ! 
In a character ko hideous and hateful aa that of the 
seducer, the vnry first Bjmptoni should be watched aiid 
gcoi'ufully repelled; and tl>at tint by i.'oiiiau only, but by 
everyone nho ought (and that is all) to be wouian's protector. 
Improper jiersonal fi'eedonie at once revea! tbemdclves; but 
more insidious and dangerous are the approaches of tha 
tongue. " There ia," says Cowper, " a prurience in the 
speech of sonip;" and ma-stera of the irapuri! iniiecdo need 
to be carefully watched As the poet adds . — 



I 



165 

Its odour perished, and its diarming hue, 

Henceforth 'tis hateful, for it smells of you. 

Not e'en the vigorous and headlong rage 

Of adolescence, or a firmer age, 

Affords a plea allowable or just 

For making speech the pamperer of lust. 

FROM THE WESTMINSTER REVIEW. 

The writer in thb Westminster Review, referring to 
children of tender years, says : — " Another point upon 
which all are agreed is, that carnal connection with 
children of tender years, with or vnthout consent, is a 
high crime and misdemeanour. On this subject, also, 
the law has spoken clearly; and by an enactment now 
some years old, a man charged with rape on the person of a 
child under thirteen years of age, cannot plead her consent 
in bar of judgment. If any of those hoary sinners, for 
whose depraved appetites so many of these infant victims 
are yearly provided in the metropolis, could be brought to 
justice, and either hanged or transported for the offence, 
this, too, would become infamous and dangerous, and would 
cease to be practised by those who are now the chief offenders, 
viz., men whose wealth and position in society render 
pecuniary penalties matters of no consideration, but who 
would not for worlds encounter the risk of a personal and 
publicly dishonouring punishment. The first worn-out 
dehauche of rank who was hanged for corrupting a child of 
twelve yeara old (an offence committed probably every day 
in the year), would almost ensure the safety of this class of 
victims for the future." 

I see little force in the distinction drawn in the following 
passage by the saoie writer in the Westminster Review, but 
take advantage of it as another powerful testimony alike 
against the seducer and the " deserter : *' — "Another needed 




change in social ethics is tliis : that the deserter — not the 
seducer — Nhall he branded with the same kind and degi-ee of 
reprobation with ivliich society now visits the i 
the cheat. The man. who submits lo insult rather thtui 
fight; the gambler who {lacV.s the cards, or loads the dice, 
or refuses to pay his debts of honour, is hunted from among 
even his misoruindous assuciates as a st-uned and turnished 
character. Let llie taine measure of retributive justice b« 
dealt to the seducer who deserts tite woman who hits trusted 
him, and allows fier to coum upon tfie town. We say the 
deserter — not the seducer ; for there is as wide a diatinetion 
between them as there is between the gamester and the 
sharper. Jlei-e seduction will never he visited with extreme 
severity amung men of the world, however correct and 
refined may be their general tone of morals ; for they will 
always makn large allowances on tlie scoi-e of youtliful 
passions, favouring circnm stances, and e.vcited feeling. 
Moreover, they well know that thei-e is a wide distinction — 
that there are all degi-ees of distinction— between a man 
who commits a faidt of this kind under the influence of 
wann aftei;tLons and a fiery temperament, and the cold- 
hearted systematic assailer of female vii'tue, whom all 
reprobate and shun. It is uuivei-sally felt that you cannot, 
with any justice, class these men in the same eati^gory, nor 
mete out to them the same measui-e of coudemnatiou. But 
the man who, when his caprice is satisfied, oasts ofl" his 
victim as ii wnm-out garment, or a dtimagcd toy ; who allows 
the woman who trusted lib jirotestations, shared his joys, 
lay in his bosom, i-esigned herself to him, in shoi't, 
■ In all the trnating hcli'lussness of love.' 

to sink from the position of his mistress to the laithsome life 
of prostitution, because his seduction and desertion have left 
no other course open to her — wlio is not ready to make anv 
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sacrifice of peace, of fortune, of reputation even, in order 
to save one whom lie has once loved from such an ahyss of 
wretched infamy, — must surely be more stained, soiled, and 
hardened in soul, more utterly unfitted for the company or 
the sympathies of gentlemen or men of honour — than any 
coward, any gambler, any cheat ! " 

At the close of an article on this subject in the Quarterly 
Review, the writer has the following foot note : — 

Every reader of the newspapers knows well what a multi- 
tude of suicides thin every year the ranks of these un- 
happiest of all human creatures. Month after month, and 
week after week, the terrible truth of Hood's verse (and, we 
may now add, of Geoi^e Cruikshank*s tragic pencil) is 
realized : — 



The bleak wind of March 
Made her tremble and shiver ; 
But not the dark arch, 
Or the black flowing river ; 
Mad from life's history- 
Glad to death's mystery 
Swift to be hurled — 
Anywhere — anywhere 
Out of the world ! 



In she plunged boldly — 
No matter how coldly 
The rough river ran— 
Over the brink of it : 
Picture it — tkmh of it. 
Dissolute Man ! 
Lave in it, drink of it, 
Then, if you can. 



BY THE REV. DR. WARDLAW. 

The Rev. Dr. Wardlaw, on this very important part of 
the subject, writes in the following eloquent and impressive 
terms : — But the man of gallantry — does /le meet with 
any such rebuflfs 1 On the contrary, does he not find his 
open way into what the world calls the best society? 
Is he not the pride of the club-house, — the ornament 
and magnet of the drawing-room 1 Is it or is it not so; — 
that the man who, night after night, is making him- 
self familiar with pollution ; who bargains for unfallen 
innocence ; who by * perjured arts and smooth dissembling * 
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begniks tbai itmocesee ta nuK ; i^aboas^cf ^k^ rxplaibi; 
vlia cKsts fjS Tieda after Tidut to its napitiBd Atgtinj, ao 
soon as it bi£ served tlie boar's ptnpoae efUc l««i«s but ; — ' 
to whom, be Lis '*'*■""" ■» aodetj whst it naj, «ad b; wiiat I 
e]M[Oi»SGO«v«rof mpokigetKouarte^Itkneesmay be ^a^d 
crer in tbe circles of gaiety and fM^^^i^ the BIU^ wftb 
dtvi&£ ' pkinneas cf wpc^fAJ s«igiis bis place if i^nlntioi^ 
amonz the 'wbo(<eauageis acd adalttivxs vbom God will" 
judge { — ikiz that waa, for vhom, and (or vbeae camr of 
eelc^h and fiitiless lilenes, ibere are no derma of exeeratian 
sa^ciend V stroog : — that tAat mail fioil^ his uadispated place 
in tLe ni^ circ'ea I — He passes from ihe bimhel to the ball- 
toota : &031 iLe scene of rained inuocenot to the Eceoe «f 
cijort^v Epieiiiicnir and gay festivity : — he ;aiil«s and is ""*^«^ 
CMn: — he is folloved by gliswaing eyes from gnrap to 
group : — tlic men are jealoos of him : — the &ir (let na 
f'incenly believe ta tgttcrtmce) ' lifi the li^t of thor 
f.-.-;-.rj.TiaTni» u::»n him ; * their hearts beat pleasnre oo his 
&j>j-r':ai;a : ihey «iuit his hu^i, and envy ih* favoamt onas 
■>::. wii>m it is bestowed t — This state of ttinga is -for a 
Lirii-i-n^Tio3.~ It indicates a ]>TevaLling kxeeness of principle 
aii'i ir.'ii^r:rente of {e«ling re-jaiding the Tice in cpiestioD, 
each a,> tends fjoinfully to lower the tone of aae's hopes as 
to ^i.y g-;:L€r.iI and cSeciaal refonaatifa. 

T:.^ iLi^^ief is rOoted in high pLuvs. It is the sin ot 
the r;;i. as n-ell as of the poor : of the peer as w«ll as of 
the c'jni^ocer : of the lord of the mauor, a& well as of the 
pt-j.?ar.t. I: jTrrruies a'.'. rsntLS. Here lies one of the 
(Tfeii .iiiouliics xLc movA. r^loi-mor liss to contend with. 
^I f-rd Ler^ tLat I muit 'iii> nothing l>v jiarti:ility ;' 
ihit I sL-yoid ac: tiawortiiiiy of my trust "if I did.] How 
caa :/<*y be es:-ec:tJ to led*l;ite freely on the subject,- - 
h'jw can t'uer fail tj he shy of ivstrictive atid punitive 
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measures, — who are conscious, possibly, that any law, 
approaching in its principle and in its execution, to 
impartiality, must first affect themselves? And it is 
very manifest, that, if there are to be laws, — laws of more 
stringent and effective restraint and coercion, — ^they must, 
in their provisions and in their application, be impartial. 
Thtey must not be confined to the lower haunts of profligacy. 
Granted, in as strong terms as you please to express it, that 
these are dens of infamy j foul hot-beds of all descriptions 
of mischief ; schools of intempei*ance, larceny, robbery, and 
all manner of crime ; and that they are therefore pests to 
the community; — still it must not be forgotten, that it is 
in the higher walks of gallantry, — in the brothels and 
assignation-houses of our nobility and gentry, that the jewel 
of virgin purity is incomparably most in danger ; that it is 
for their supply the wretches are employed, whose arts and 
deeds of demon treachery we have a little ago detailed ; that, 
according to the tendency doitmward, formerly pointed out, 
it is from these higher quarters that the lower and the lowest 
are, in part, and to no small amount, provided ; and that in 
these the sin against God, and the crime against society, 
instead of being of less heinous offensiveness, are only the 
more flagrant, in proportion to the education, the rank, and 
the influence of the parties, and the knowledge they cannot 
but possess of the consequences to the community of the 
libertine excesses in which they indulge. 

Is it not, then, — O ! is it not, supremely desirable, that 
public sentiment and public feeling could be brought to 
bear, more justly and more beneficially, on this monstrous 
enormity? Let gallantry, in the higher circles, get its 
proper name ; and let the man who practises it get his. — 
Let it no longer be, that the guilty should escape, and the 
innocent suffer; — that *the whoremonger and the adulterer' 
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should continue to be received to the unblushing familiarity 
of social intercouse, while * the iniquity of the fathers is 
visited upon the children,* by the proscription and exclusion 
of the blameless progeny of his illicit amours. Let it no 
longer be, — ^that, while the liar and the thief are hooted and 
hissed out of society, the spoiler of virgin innocence, — ^the 
mean and selfish robber of the weak and the defenceless, — 
woman's robber of her most precious possession, the pearl of 
hor purity, and with it her peace, her self-respect, her 
char^icter, her reputable subsistence, her place in the esteem 
and affections of her former friends, her prospects in the 
world, and, possibly and probably too, her health and her 
life ; — that this man should still be the gentleman and the 
man of honour ! Let him be branded as he deserves. Let 
the fair frown upon him. Let the whole world of female 
virtue look upon him with indignation, as the worst enemy 
of their sex ; — who, instead of regarding woman as formed 
for man's virtuous and happy companionship, — the com- 
panionship of mind and heart, — degrades her to a mere 
instrument of his own selfish and sensual gratification. Let 
them shiink from his approach. O ! if there be one case, 
in which 'pride might with truth be called hecomingy surely 
this is such a case ; — ^the indignant pride of the whole sex 
concentrated in the bosom of the individual ; — each feeling 
the wrong done to all ; — the spirit of lofty scorn beating in 
the breast, and mounting to the cheek, and flashing from the 
eye, of offended womanhood, on the traitor, who dares to 
trample her honour in the dust, and yet to approach her 
with the bows and the smiles of a graceful urbanity, the 
lips of winning flattery, and the presumptuous assurance of 
her favour ! 

So long as, in general society, this vice continues to hold 
its association with lumour ; — so long as no brand of dis- 
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grace is attached to it, as there is to others; — the roots 
of the evil, it is to be feared, although they may be 
pai-tially loosened and pulled up, can never be thoroughly 
disentangled and cleared away from the soil of social life. 
And in this view of the case, the female portion of the 
community have much in their power. Let them but agree, 
that they will withdraw their countenance from every known 
polluter and dishonourer of their sex. Let him be loathed 
for his vileness, contemned for his meanness, frowned upon 
for his treachery, and abandoned for all the three. They 
would thus contribute more effectually to the suppression of 
the monstrous abomination, than any association, however 
zealous, however able, and however active. — Could it be 
brought about, that this vice, instead of being passed quietly 
over as a thing not to be spoken of, and about which it 
would never do to be particular, — and even, under the 
designation of gallantry, smiled at, as being, if a vice, among 
the expected and pardonable vices of a gentleman, — should 
stamp disgrace on the name and on the memory of its 
perpetrator, — our end would be gained. And who have so 
much in their power, for bringing this about as the virtuous 

women of our land ? 

•* Where shall the traitor rest, 

He, the deceiver, 
' Who could wm maiden's breast, 

Kuin, and leave her ? — 

** Shame and dishonour sit 
By his grave ever: 
Blessing shall hallow it, — 
Never ! — O never ! " 

Note by Dr. Wardlaw to 2nd Edition of his Lectures, published, 
January, 1843. — Since the delivery and first publication of these lectures, 
strange disclosures have come before the public, affectingly illustrative of 
the heartlessness of this vice, and of the general profligacy which, when 
already existing, it increases, and which, when not previously existing, 
it seldom fails to produce. No fewer than four of our English nobility 
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BY HENRY WABD BEECHEB. 

The Rev. Heniy Ward Beecher, in his Lectures to Young 
Men, from which I have quoted at page 20, writes: — 
Can language be found which can draw a corrupt beauty 
so vividly as this : Which forsaketh the guide of lier yovJtliy 
and forgetteth the covenant of her God. Look out upon that 
fallen creature whose gay sally through the street calls out 
the significant laugh of bad men, the pity of good men, and 
the horror of the pure. Was not her cradle as pure as ever 
a loved infant pressed? Love soothed its cries. Sisters 
watched its peaceful sleep, and a mother pressed it fondly to 
her bosom ! Had you afterwards, when spring flowers 
covered the earth, and every gale was odour, and every 
sound was music, seen her, fairer than the lily or the violet, 
searching them, would you not have said, * Sooner shall the 
rose grow poisonous than she ; both may wither, but neither 
corrupt.* And how often, at evening, did she clasp her tiny 

have given themselves an unenviable notoriety, and have been pilloried 
to the equal scorn and loathing of the community, for the unblushing 
shamelessness of their amours, and the unprincipled conduct accompany- 
ing them. — It were most unjust to their compeers in rank, to take these 
as a specimen of the average of virtue in the class to which they belong. 
But here is a case for testing the spirit of female virtue in that class. If 
the high-bom ladies of our country do not, in such instances as these, 
where no ignorance can be pleaded, make a stand against the perpetrators 
of such dishonour upon their sex ; if they continue to receive with all 
the customary etiquette of honourable society, men who have rendered 
themselves so unworthy of their courtesy and their smiles, — men, who, 
though noblemen, have shown any thing but the character of noble men ; — 
if, in one word, they do not, in their own way, " send them to Coventry," 
as they may have sent others of their own sex, far less deserving of such 
excommunication ; — ^what are we to think of the average of principle in 
this the highest class of our female population? It is a testing case. 
There could not be a fairer opportunity for feminine virtue to take up 
the position of high-toned resistance prescribed to it in the text. 
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Lands in prayer 1 How often did she put the wonder- 
raising questions to her mother, of God, and heaven, and 
the dead — as if she had seen heavenly things in a vision 1 
As young womanhood advanced, and these foreshadowed 
graces ripened to the bud and burst into bloom, health 
glowed in her cheek, love looked from her eye, and purity 
was an atmosphere around her. Alas ! she forsook the guide 
of her youth. Faint thoughts of evil, like a far-off cloud 
which the sunset gilds, came first ; nor does the rosy sunset 
blush deeper along the heaven, than her cheek, at the first 
thought of evil. Now, ah ! mother, and thou guiding elder 
sister, could you have seen the lurking spirit embosomed in 
that cloud, a holy prayer might have broken the spell, a 
tear have washed its stain ! Alas ! they saw it not ; she 
spoke it not ; she y^BS forsaking tlie guide of her youth. She 
thinketh no more of heaven. She breath eth no more 
prayers. She hath no more penitential tears to shed ; until, 
after a long life, she drops the bitter tear upon the cheek of 
despair, — ^then her only suitor. Thou hast forsaken the 
covenant of thy God, Go down ! fall never to rise ! Hell 
opens to be thy home ! 

Oh, Prince of torment ! if thou hast transforming power, 
give some relief to this once innocent child, whom another has 
corrupted ! Let thy deepest damnation seize him who brought 
her hither ! let his coronation be upon the very mount of 
torment ! and the rain of fiery hail be his salutation ! He 
shall be crowned with thorns poisoned and anguish-bearing ; 
and every woe beat upon him,, and every wave of hell roll 
over the first risings of baffled hope. Thy guilty thoughts 
and guilty deeds shall flit after thee with bows which never 
break, and quivers for ever emptying, but never exhausted ! 
If Satan hath one dart more poisoned than another ; if God 
hath one bolt more transfixing and blasting than another ; if 




there be otie hiJeoua spirit more iini'elentbig than others, — 
they shall be t/une, most execrable wretch ! vbo led her to 
Jbraake Ifie gidde of her f/out/t, and to abitndon the covenant 
of her God. 

Dante, the Italian Poet, in Canto V. of the Inferao, thua 
describes tlio future torment of the seducer ; — 

Sow 'gin the nietiil wailinga to be beard. 
Now ant I come wbsre many n plOiiniag raice 

Whero iigbt was silent all. Btllowing there groan'd 

A noise, as of a seu in. tempeet tarn 

By warring wimla. Tlic stormy blast of hell 

With restless tury drives tlie Epirita on, 

Wbiri'd roQnd and daah'd amnio with Hore annoj'. 

When they arrive before the minoua Bweep, 

There shrieks are heard, there lameutationa, moans. 

And Llaaphcmies 'gainst the Good Power in heavei). 

I underatood, that to this torment sad 

The cii,rnttl sinntTB are conilevm'd, in whom 

Beaton by lutt U tway'd. As in large troops 

And multitudinoua, when winter reigna, 

The Btarlinga on their wings are borne abroad ; 

So bears the tyrannoua gnat thoae evil soiila. 

On t':iis siile auti on that, above, helow, 

It drives them: hope of rest to solace them 



I'ea of milder 



pang. 



Further on, in liia 18th Canto, Dante describss Bedticers 
as scourged by deiaons in the terrible Malebolge. He there 
recognises and aoco.tts a notorious trafficker in female miu 
Venedico. TJiis vrretch jiroceeds to tell his tale, till the 
avenging fiend interrupts Jiira : — 

Him speaking thus, a demon with his thong 
Strnck and exclaimed, ' Aicay, corrupter ! here 
Wimtm are none for eale.' Forthwith I joined 
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III. Increase the Stringency of the Law for enabling the 
People to deal more easily with brothel-keepers, — Of late years 
some improvement has been made on this point, but the law 
is still in anything but a satisfactory state. Those who un- 
fortunately reside in the neighbourhood of brothels, or whose 
places of business are near such houses, know to their cost 
how much they are annoyed by the inmates of those places 
and their half-tipsy followers, and how very difficult it is 
to obtain redress. 

The following weighty, but not too severe, words, are 
from the pen of tlie Rev. Dr. Ralph Wardlaw : — " In 
the experience of the London Society, as partially laid 
before you in last lecture, it has already been seen to what 
an extent even existing laws may reach to the apprehension 
and punishment of these pests of their species, and to the 
suppression of those receptacles of pollution where so many 
bodies and souls are destroyed. It is certainly most 
desirable that the law should be made to reach more 
effectually every accessible point of this system of moral 
desolation and death. We have laws against gaming-houses. 
On what principle are tliese laws founded ] In themselves, 
they wear the aspect of an encroachment on the liberties 
of the subject. Has not every man a right to use his own 
house for what purposes he pleases, and for which others 
voluntarily please to frequent it 1 The answer is, that where 
there are laws against injustice, swindling, and robbery, no 
man is entitled to break these laws, either in his own house 
or in the house of another, or to receive and harbour those 
who do. The mischief such houses do to society is enough 
to justify their suppression ; — ^the entrapping, cheating, and 
fleecing of the unwary and inexperienced ; the plunder thus 
amassed by adepts in villainny, as well as the evil passions 
engendered, and the quarrels and the duels arising out of 
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thcni. — And if we have laws for the p\ittiiig down of 
gambling honses, why sTionld we not have laws, eqiially or 
even nioi'c stringent and stem, for the putting down of 
lirothels, of housus for prostitution ? Is the mischief less 
ia the one than in the other 1 are the ireacliery and the 
unrighteoiisnea lessl are the losSiB eustained lesal are the 
crimes perpetrated less, — less either in moral enormity, or in 
their effects to the community 1^ — are the victims aacj-ijlced 
less deserving of compassion, more able to protect them- 
selves, to secure theit' own intoi'cat, and to effect their 
escape? — is the virong done to them more easily retrieved) 
— is the corrwplijig influence of their character, when mined, 
less injuriou'i, less deadly 1 Without at all attempting to 
mitigate the horrors of tho gaming-table, we hesitate not 
to say, that there can be but one just answer to all such 
questions. The horrors of the brothel have the bad pre- 
eminence. There can be but one reason for speal 
condemn atorily of the one than of the other, — 
creditable one ? — that the propensity to whoredom 
general than the propensity to gambling. Most assuredly, 
if there be one object of legal surveillance and punitive 
restniint more legitimate, on all right principles, than 
another, — C/iis is it. The powers of Magistrates ought surely 
to be BO far extended and strengthened, as to enable fiiem to 
put down those houses of infamy, where the youtt of both 
sexe^ are contaminated with the worst principles of evil; 
and which are fountains of moral pollution to the public 
character, and foul nests of disease and crime. 

"And why should not those monsters to whom I made 
pointed reference in last lecture, — the purveyors for sensual- 
ity, the liired decoyers of innocence, the delibemte traders 
in virgin purity^ be met by some determined measures of 
prevention? I say of prevention : — for in their case, be it 
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remembered, prevention is tlie only thing worth attempting. 
Are you, in such a case, to wait for the overt act, for the 
positive perpetration of the infamous deed, — and tJien visit 
it with punitive vengeance? O let it be recollected that 
this description of robbery is not like others. Not only is 
it the robbery of that, 'compared with which the * purse' 
is * trash,' — but it is robbery of what cannot he recovered. 
By the efforts of an active police, you may trace to their 
- seci'et concealment the robber or the stolen property ; — but 
what police can restore the virgin honour of the plundered 
and ruined victim of the vile seducer? Surely, to lie in 
wait for defenceless and unsuspecting innocence, — and 
especially when that innocence is in the ignorance and help- 
lessness of childhood, — ^is worse, in some respects, than to 
lie in wait for blood. If there be a crime besides murder 
that deserves being visited with death, I should be disposed 
to pronounce tliat the crime." 

IV. The Owners of Property^ wlu> have knowingly let 
their houses for hrotlielsj ought to be punislisd by tJie 
Authorities. — ^la some cases brothel-keepers get another per- 
son to take a house for them in a respectable neighbourhood, 
but if landlords were really anxious to get rid of such 
tenants they could easily do so. Such characters are not 
only ready to pay in advance, but the rent is, in general, 
double and treble that obtained from respectable people. It 
is disgraceful that not a few owners of property, who are 
professing Christians, instead of tiying to keep out bad 
'women, seem wishful to secure them quietly as tenants, i, 
have known such professors, when spoken to on the subject 
turn round, and, with a hypocritical twinkle of the eye at- 
tempt to throw the responsibility on their factors. There 
are heads of familiesVho unblushingly state that harlota ara 
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the best tenants tliey have, for the rent is always h 
the course of coaTeraation with one of those laadlorda, 
afikei him if he would like hia daughter to occupy one of 
those " sure "-rented houses, or hia son to support them, hub 
he gave no reply. 

I knew of a "lady" whose hnsband held a Government 
situation in Glasgow, who let several secoud-clasa brothela, 
furnished, and waa in the habit of calling several times a 
week, in the forenoon, for the purpose of ascertaining tlie 
number of viaitova and looking after her rent. On one 
occasion, when sfiveral respectable neighhaura were com- 
plaining about being annoyed at midnight with the inmatoa 
and their paramours, this "lady," snapping her fingers, said- — 
" The property is our own, and it shall continue to he a house 
of the kind, bo you need not put yourselves about." It ia 
but justice to state that the husband had no symputhy with. 
Lis wife's conduct, and, unsolicited, furnished mo with infor- 
mation respecting higher class brothels in various parts of 
Glasgow. 

Tlic Eov. William Bevan, of Livei^iool, very justly 
obsefvea: — A powerftd iaflueuce should be brought to 
bear upon the landlords who wittingly and willingly let out 
their pi'opeity for such purposes. Tliey may be rich and 
powerful. But why should their wealth, their rank, or 
their ratglit, hinder their exposure? The greater their 
elevation, the greater is theii- disgrace. The man -who 
provides a receptacle for stolen chattels, ia not so low in the 
sciilc as the man who receives his rent from the property 
which he knows to be the rece])tacIo for ruined virtue, de- 
famed innoceuoc, and complicated iniquity. His refusal 
would close the door against the guilt. His acquiescence 
makes him a partner in it. He shares the price of blood. 
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V. Prostitutes ought to he strictly prohibited from parading 
the streets^ especially after dusk, — It is about thirty years 
since my attention was first directed to this point by a 
medical gentleman, who had an extensive practice in Man- 
chester. At that time, and for several years after, this 
doctor had occasion to meet with a considerable number of 
young men who were employed as clerks, &c., in the large 
warehouses in Manchester, and he had no hesitation in say- 
ing that many of the young men who came to his consulting- 
rooms for advice had been led astray, in the first instance, 
from having been accosted and ensnared by some harlot, on 
their way home to their lodgings. Since then this gentle- 
man, now retired from practice, has often referred in strong 
terms to the necessity and great importance of clearing the 
streets of prostitutes y especially after ten o'clock at night, and 
entirely on market-days. During the last thirty years I 
have met, in various parts of the country, with many cases 

of young men, corroborative of Dr. *s statement. " How 

many of our youths," says the writer in the Westminster 
Review, *' fall victims to the invitations to sin which now 
meet them everywhere at night, who, if left to themselves, 
would never actually seek the common haunts of infamy !" 

Mr. M^Call, Chief Constable of the Glasgow Police, in his 
letter at page 92, states that "duiing the present year 
■(1870) the magistrates in the police courts have more 
stringently enforced the provisions of the Police Act against 
such women prowling about, and the consequence is, that our 
streets present a very different aspect. Betwixt the 1st 
January and 31st October last, 1205 of these women were 
tried before the police courts. Moreover, I know from 
official returns that the clearing of the streets of these women 
has had a very material effect in diminishing the number of 
the thefts from the persons of men." 
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It will be oteerred Grotn Mr. IVvmr's letter, nt page ' 
thai KimHa.- tieneficial results followed in GreeBack. 

Ob tliia topic Dr. Wanilav icmarks : — C^ anj snffi- 
cienl reason be assigned, vh^ ibvse irboae ckancter and 
▼oc&tion as proetitates are notorioas slxraM not be preveiited 
from tSTTjing on tint Toc»tion in our streets I Are the 
known cliiuict«r, sod tbe gxiTpose for wbicfa thief oaane 
abroad at particular seasons, not snffirient ground for sodt 
prevention ! — I am liere of course to be nndcfstood as 
refeniog to the knows iani;ius of houses of iU-Eune- To 
extend the power to appr«heasu>a on m^re MOpieion, itould 
be a bazoriloiis and inadmissible eocroAchment on tlie libertjr 
of the subject, and lead to all tiunner of ojiftressire abuaea. 

3Ir. jr. J. Whitty, late Ciuef OoustaMe of lik-eq>ool, now 
conductor of the Lictrpcet Dailt/ Post at a meeting in one of 
tbe sections of the Social Science gathering tbere:, in 1S58, 
said^ — The legislamre ought not tu alloir pn."Btitut*s to come 
into tbe streets at alt; if they stopped at Iiomi?. that was their 
b'.isiness. and the business of three -aha came to them ; bat 
in tbe streets thej* vrere not a ntiiisnis (o men onlr, but an 
inijiediiuent ts Tes[ie«LabIe women beins in the streets after 
certain hours. They coiild not ^n out uua4Xompanied, and 
tn'o ladies could hardlr go out wiili one ^ntleDian. He h^d 
to work late, and go home at one or two a'cJock in the mom- 
i.ig. a-.id tbe ab-jmination was most intoteial'lc. He belie%-ed 
the poiiee would bear hiinout — if they dare speak the truth, 
thera was no [ILsgiiising tbe fact — ^that a certain unmber of 
iiiii gist rates and town councillors reg;ir.Ied these things witli 
perfect indifference, aud they knew that oflieirtls were e.t- 
C>reaiiigly well aware nuen lo be silent. ^lajor Gi-eig would 
always s|>eak out, no doubt, if he were apiiealetl to. 

The Editor of tbe Timeg. i:i a leading article on this part 
of the Eul.jti-ct, in Januaiy. ISo:*. writes :— Novr we say it with 
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much shame, that in no capital city of Europe is their daily 
and nightly such a shameless display of prostitution as in 
London. At Paris, at Vienna, at Berlin, as every one knows, 
there is plenty of vice ; but, at leasts it is not allowed to 
parade the streets, to tempt the weak, to offend and disgust 
all rightly-thinking persons. If any one would see the evil of 
which we speak in its full development, let him pass along 
the Hay market and its neighbourhood at night, when the 
night-houses and the oyster-shops are open. It is not an 
easy matter to make your way along without molestation. In 
Regent Street, in the Strand, in Fleet Street the same nuisance, 
but in a less degree, prevails. Now we are well aware that, if 
all the unfortunate creatures who parade these localities were 
swept away to-morrow, if the night-houses and oyster-shops 
were closed by the police, we should not have really sup- 
pressed immorality. We should, however, have removed the 
evil from the sight of those who are disgusted and annoyed 
by its display; and, still more, toe sliould Jiave removed it 
from the sight of those wliOy probably, Jiad they not been 
tempted by the sight of these opportunities, would not Jiave 
fallen, — Give increased force to clauses which, as we believe, 
already exist in police acts, by which the police are em- 
powered to stop the solicitations and gathering together of 
prostitutes in the public streets. In such a case we must 
trample down definitions and exceptional cases with an 
elephant's foot, and go straight for results. The rule in all 
such cases is to give the power, and to leave it in the dis^. 
cretion of the authorities only to employ it on proper 
occasions. We havo ample guarantees nowadays that such 
discretion can not be abused. Our streets can be purged of 
the public scandal, and the keepers of brothels may be 
brought under the lash of the law. 



182 

TT. Extend tlie Means of Educati4m, — Dr. Hannay, late 
Surgeon to the Glasgow Lock-hospital, observes: — ^The in- 
frequencj of the children of the middling classes falling into 
this sin, speaks volumes for the excellence of the educational 
and moral discipline to which they are subjected, as far at 
least as preventing this evil ; and suggests, that to the 
maintenance, improvement, and extension of this discipline 
we cannot, therefore, pay too much attention. 

The following paragraph appeared in the first edition of 
the " Exposure " : — " During my weekly visits to the 
Glasgow Lock-Hospital in 1842, I met with about 300 of 
the patients. In the course of my brief visit gr short portion 
of the Bible was read, but not more than c^e-fourth were 
able to read, and about the half of that number read 
indifferently. I felt rather surprised to find that a larger 
proportion of girls from third-rate houses could read more 
correctly than those who came from the first and second- 
class brothels. And this is only a fair sample of the 
intelligent company with which thousands of educated 
gentlemen associate !" To every true friend of education 
this ignorant mass of degraded human beings presents a 
subject for profound reflection. 

On this impoi-tant part of our subject, the Rev. Dr. Ward- 
law remarks : — " Any association that seeks the prevention, 
of the evil, would do well to look earnestly after this. I 
would urge the teachers of our invaluable Sabbath schools, 
to increase as much as possible the number of their adult 
classes, — classes, in which children are retained for more 
advanced instruotion, after they have passed the limit of 
childhood. — I would entreat both parochial ministers and 
the pastors of dissenting congregations, to augment to the 
utmost those district day schools, in the poorer localities of 
the city, where the ability to read may be imparted to so 
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many who would otherwise remain without it, and where 
the knowledge may be acquii-ed, and the restraining influence 
begin to be felt, of those principles of religion, which are 
the best safeguards of all virtue." 

M. Parent Duchatelet, when referring to the state of educa- 
tion amongst abandoned women in Paris, and taking that of 
writing as a test, says — "It appears to me that those signa- 
tures might make known, to a certain extent, the education 
which the signers had received. I, therefore, considered that 
all those who had declared that they would not sign their 
names, and merely made a cross, or some other mark, were 
entirely ignorant and imcultivated ; and those who could 
sign should b^* again divided into two classes, viz. : — ^Those 
who wrote well and those who wrote badly. Of 4470 prosti- 
tutes born and brought up in Paris, — 2332 could not sign; 
1780 could sign, but badly; 110 signed well, many of them 
particularly so ; of 248, I had no information." 

Dr. Sanger in his work, after referring to this point in the 
city of New York, says — (the Italics are his own) — ^^Educa- 
tion is at a very lew standard with themJ* 

YII. Let Prudent Marriages he Encouraged. — On this 
question I avail myself of the following appropriate 
observations of the Rev. Dr. Wardlaw: — "I cannot help 
thinking, that some of the usages of modem society, by the 
way in which they almost unavoidably influence the 
procedure of our young men, contribute not a little towards 
the regretted eviL Early marriages, wherever they can be 
contracted with any ordinaiy regard to prudence, are among 
its best preventives ; — ^and whatever contributes to hinder the 
formation of these, may be regarded as standing chargeable 
with their share of its encouragement. I deny not that 
prudence is a virtue, and that the question of marriage is a 




proper splieie for its exercise. But tliere canuot be a doubt, 
that the liigli iiotioua, wliitli, by the refiuemeut and ex- 
travajj;ance of cur times, lia^e been introduced, of the eti/le 
in which young men enterkig on life must set up their 
domestic establishment, have, iii many instances, laid 
restraints on the early cultivation of virtuous love, and 
prevented the happy. union of hearts in youthful wedlock, 
I cannot look upon, this as at all an improTcment on the 
homely habits of our fathers. Many ai* the young mea 
■who ai-e thus tempted to remain single by their felt inability 
to start in what is regarded a somewhat m-editahle style. 
Would to God I had the ear of all the youth in our city, 
and in oni- country, that I might tell them of tlie sweets (rf 
early virtuous union ; that I niiglit earnestly and affec- 
tionately urge them to consult their own best interests, and 
to set an oxainple pregnant with the most beneficial results 
to the commuuit}-, by bidding defiance to the tyranny of 
fashion ; by rt-tuining to the good old way ; by finding a 
partner wlio ivil! marry ffom love, and who will be willing, 
nnd more than willing, to begin upon little, and, by the 
blessing of providence, to rise gradually to more. — TluU. vras 
the way in the olden time; — and, although no croaker for 
the supeiioiity of all that pertained to ancestiy, thU, most 
assni'edly, is a point in wliicli I should ' say of the former 
days they were better than these.' 

" I would say to the rising youth — the hopes of (Mining 
genemtions — ■' Modei-ate your views : defy custom ; — marry : 
— fear God; — be virtuous; — and bo lia]>py.' Could my 
voice and my coiuiscl prevail, wliat a salutaiy check would 
be given to the prevalence of the vice which is our present 
subject? Virtiiotis love ojiciates with a most bene&cial 
influence on the vicious principles of our ftilleu nature ; — 
nor are there many sights on eartii more delightful for the 
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eye to rest on, than that of youth joined with youth in 
honourable and hallowed union, — union of heart as well as 
hand, — and living together in all the faithfulness and 
tenderness of a first love. Even should their outset in 
conjugal life be somewhat stinted, how much better a little 
mutual self-denial, than that cold, calculating celibacy, which 
is ever looking forward to some distant stylish starting-point, 
— and which, in the meanwhile, is so frequent an occasion 
of young men's * falling into temptation and a snare,' and 
into 'foolish and hurtful lusts, which drown them in 
destruction and perdition ! * " 

An able corttspondent (" Theophrastus**) to the Times, of 
May 7th, ISSf, when writing on marriage in the higher 
circles of society, says : — " But stay awhile, society. Your 
picture of marriages at thirty-five, with a Belgravian house 
for the happy couj)le, a footman in splendid uniform, and at 
least a brougham, is veiy pleasing ; but there is a reverse to 
the canvas, and that a very dark one. How has the bride- 
groom been living since he attained his manhood ? I believe 
that there are very many young men who are keeping 
themselves pure amid all the temptations of London life. 
God's blessing be with them, for they are the salt of our 
corrupt city. But I know that there are thousands who are 
living in sin, chiefly in consequence of the impossibility (as 
the world says) of their marrying. Some go quietly with 
the stream, and do as others do around them, almost 
without a thought of the misery they are causing, and the 
curse they are laying up for themselves. But many, perhaps 
most of them, are wretched under the convictions of their 
conscience. Living in the midst of temptation, they have 
not sufficient principle to resist its fascination, and although 
they know where God intends that they shall find tjieir 
safety, yet they dare not oflfend their family, alienate their 
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friends, and lose their social jMsition by making what tlie 
■world calls an imprudent marriage. The very feeling which 
Heaven has given as a chief pniatier of man'a na.tnre is 
darkening their consciencB and hardening their heart, because 
the law of society contradicts the law of God. 

" If our yoLiTig men will shake off the affectation of club 
life, and claim ii position in society for themselves and for 
their wives, because they are qualified for it by eduoatioo. 
and character, and not merely because they represent so 
much money, they will soon forCB the world to give way, 
and strike down one of the greatest hindrances to tlieir own 
happiness, both temporal and eternal. — The recognition of 
this principle would do niuch to check some of our moat 
deadly social evils. It would make many a girl whom the 
tyranny of tlic world now dooms to a joyless celibacy a 
happy wife and mother. It would i-aiae the tone of charac- 
ter of our young men, bringing out into healttful exercise the 
home affections, which are now denied them, at the very 
time of life when their influence is most beneficial. It 
would drive nway all frivolity and effeminacy before the 
i-ealities of sfcaily work, which early marriiige would oblige 
them to face. It would purify our streets, and check many 
a hitter pang of conscience, and save many a soul. We are 
experiencing the bitter fruits of man's law — let us see 
whether God's law will not work better." 

Tlie Editor of the Times, iu a leader on the foregoing 
letter, thus writes : — A great law of ProvideJice cannot be 
neglected with impunity, and this undue, artificial, and un- 
natural postponement of marriage ends in a great blot upon 
our social system. Vice is the result, and vice creates a 
class of victims to indulge it. If Providence has ordained 
that man should not live alone, and if conventional maxims 
01' mere empty fEishion and the artificial attractions of society 
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lead to overlooking, or superseding, or tampering with this 
law, the neglect of a Providential law will surely avenge 
itself in social disease and corruption in one or other part 
of the system. It is noi^ then, because we wish for a 
moment to encourage improvident marriages, but because 
we feel convinced that our modem caution here has out- 
stepped all reasonable limits, has become extravagant, has 
from being a dictate of natural common sense become a 
mere conventional and artificial rule, the voice of empty 
fashion, and a gratuitoxis hindrance to social happiness and 
the designs of Providence, that we call serious attention to 
this subject. The fear of poverty has become morbid, and 
men cry out not only before they are hurt, but before there 
is any reasonable prospect of it. They must see in married 
life a perfectly guaranteed and undisturbed vista of the 
amplest pecuniary resources before they will enter upon it. 
They forget that married men can work, and that marriage 
is a stimulus to work, and again and again elicits those latent 
activities of mind which produce not only competency, but 
affluence. 

YIII. Promote the Tempercmce Reformation, — ^From the 
first interview I had with fallen women in London, noticed at 
page 30, to the present day, I have ever found strong drink 
mixed up, in one way or another, with this great social wrong. 
As it has, therefore, been satisfactorily proved in a former 
part of this publication, by the testimony of police officials 
and others, that intemperance is a great cause of prostitution, 
it is self-evident that abstinence from intoxicating drinks 
would certainly cure as much of the evil as can fairly be 
attributed to that cause. 

A gentleman in Glasgow, one of the Directors of the 
Magdalene Institution, who has long given much time 
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and attention to the reformation of this miserable class, and 
who is still engaged in the work, obsei'ves : — I have for 
years been engaged in trying J* help a certain class of poor 
sisters who have fallen from virtue. Sad as the nature of 
the work may seem, it has to be done ; and it is my comfort ^ 
to-day that for years I have lent a hand and honestly tried 
to do it. It is well known that many of this class 
have been helped to their ruin by drink ; and we who are 
engaged in the work know but too well, also, that love for 
the drink is the greatest hinderance we meet with in the 
work of reformation. It is tJiat which makes us in so many 
instances follow with trembling solicitude our poor weak 
sisters, when they go from under our care, and once more 
seek to win for themselves an honourable place in society. 
It is tliat which in but too many cases undoes all our work, 
and leaves us crushed and heartless under failure. 

Professor Miller, of Edinburgh University, writes as 
follows : — The masses will not be elevated unless, along with 
many other changes, intemperance be put away ; and this 
demands special opposition, as we have seen. Were the 
disuse of alcoholic drinks, except under medical requirement, 
to become general, in six months we should be rid of 
prostitution by at least a half. Other things being equal, 
the more temperate a people, the more chaste, for very 
obvious reasons. 

The following is the closing paragraph of my remarks 
on prostitution, upwards of twenty yeara ago, in the 
Moral Statistics of Glasgow : — " I cannot draw my remarks 
on this sad but momentous topic to a close, without 
emphatically recording my conscientious and deliberate 
conviction, that the drinking system is the principal 
cause of prostitution in Great Britain. Moreover, I am 
thoroughly convinced that tbe terrible evil will never be 
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suppressed, to any considerable extent, in this country, so 
long as the present drinking customs continue to receive the 
practical countenance and support of the moral and religiouH 
classes in the community. ^The language may seem strong, 
but the circumstances of the case demand it. Since thero 
are causes of prostitution which lie beyond our roach, it in 
the more incumbent upon us to do all we can to remove 
those we have it in our power to eradicate.** 

Careful observation for the last twenty-two years has only 
confirmed me in this opinion. 

IX, Encourage tJie Operations of Toum and City 
Missions. — It is difEicult to over-estimate the vast amount of 
good which has resulted from the self-denying efforts of 
home missionaries, and more recently of Bible-womeu, in otir 
larger towns and cities. None but those engagikl in 
missionary work, can so prudently or with such saffHy to 
their character, attempt the reformation of Callen Wf/mcm^ 
their work being to viidt from house to house. ^lany of 
this nnfortanate class who have been reccmtly led a«tniy 
^would rejoice at an opportunity of being rescued from their 
misery. I may state that I seldom or never received \m^ 
proper hai^^a2Lf^e when endeavouring to rentore them ; btft 
alwajs foond them sabmiKSive to remcouitranoe. Tbin aurose^ 
in great measure, from Ijttle or no reference being made to 
the coorae they were? ynt%nmf^ nxtd hr trying V> €f/armee 
them t#4at a lif^ *4 yWcttt^m ira« unpleasant, — ^that the 
TTisitoni r*:su'ij ^Afrf/Pi^A them, and W remia^in^ them of 
iHrhstt an stfS>:f^/rfitt^ mt^t*^ h^ done^ azkl that ther nrast 
soon apfj^iar >/^ore Ui»e jfidi|^#spent bar of G'id. IVm^* ]i^>«v 
ever, who t^k^. Mf» ittt^*^ m re^^lammg tim daos, tttttt W 
yre;yakted Vy K*e»»ji ^/tfe ww»<*i tiw* k p^rpuud^ aad di»r 
eoma^l^ y^' ^^ *>#o»»Jd tte ifXi^/w*x% ^A f^krm. fe 
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earnest in ipstormg the ■wanderer, than tJie Bei-vaiitB of tlio 
EvU One aie in tleatroyingl 

I have very seldom been spoken to by this claaa on the 
street j anJ one ground for encouraging me to believe iha.t 
they are not altogetber beyond tlie hope of refoiTnatiiin is 
the fact, tliMt when any girl that I had seen in the Glasgow 
Magdalene Institution, the Lock-hospital, or the Police 
Office, observed mo on the street, she would take shelter 
anywhere rather tlian meet me. This was even still mote 
observable in Leeds, Bradford, and Kochdale. 

Josephine E. Butler in Me Contemporary Review for 
Januiiry, 1870, in an interesting article, entitled, "He 
Lovers of the Lost," thus writes : — In the yew 1272 there 
lived at Mareeillea a man culled Bartnind, a citii-^n of that 
city, a layman, full of piety and of zeal for the glory of Ood. 
Beholding tlia great corruption of morals in hia time, and 
penetrated with profound aoirow on account of the preva^ 
lence of evil, he foraook alltempoi-al affairs, in o^■der to under- 
take the -reclamation of public sinnei's. Compassion led him 
towards the weaker and poorer among them. He gathered 
together audiences of poor women ; and his exhortations, all 
glowing (emhnhces) with the fire of divine charity, had so 
blcBSed a success, that he drew back into the paths of virtue 
a great niultitmle of these wandeiing sheep, sheltering theni 
in any monusteries which would receive them. Several 
people, observing the fruit of his efforts, joined him in his 
holy work, like many good labourers who ai-e to be praised 
and yet to be blamed, faithful in a measure, and yet charge- 
able witli infidelity, who dare not engage in any benevolent 
undertaking, till it can plead the justification of success as 
well as the commandment of God. 

X, Lst 2loiltcr3 awl Davyhlcis lend a helping //and to llie 
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Fallen and the Fenitent. — ^The accomplished-and popular author 
of "John Halifax, Gentleman,'* in "A Woman's Thoughts 
about Women*'* devotes a chapter to " Lost Women." 
This gifted lady, speakiftg of that class, says : — " Wretched 
ones ! whom even to thinlc of turns any -woman's heart 
cold, with shame for her own sex, and horror at the other : 
outcasts to whom happiness and love are things unknown, 
God and heaven mere words to swear with, and to whom 
this earth must be a daily hell." 

" Allowing the pii<y, which, as I said, oughj; to be a woman's 
primary sentiment towards her lost sisterhood, what is the 
next thing to be done ? Surely there must be some light 
beyond that of mere compassion to guide her in her after- 
conduct towards them ! Where shall we find this light ? 
In the world and its ordinary code of social morality, suited 
to social convenience] I fear not. The general opinion, 
even among good men, seems to be that this great question 
is a very sad thing, but a sort of unconquerable necessity ; 
there is no use in talking about it, and indeed the less it is 
talked of the better. Good women are much of the same 
mind. The laxer-principled of both sexes treat the matter 
with philosophical indifference, or with the kind of laugh 
that makes the blood boil in any truly virtuous heart. 

" Then, where are we to look ? — * I came not to call the 
righteous, but sinners to repentance.* * Neither do I con- 
demn thee : go and sin no irwreJ * Her sinSy wJiich are 
Tnany, are forgiven ; because she loved much.' 

" These words, thus quoted here, may raise a sneer on the 
lips of some, and shock others who are accustomed to put on 
religion with their Sunday clothes, and take it off on Mon- 
day, as quite too fine, maybe too useless for every-day wear. 
But I must write them, because I believe them. I believe 
♦ London : Hurst and Blackett, Great Marlborongh Street. 
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there is uci otlier light on this difficult quoatjon than thaft J 
given by tin; New Testament There, clear and plain, . 
everywheie repeated, shines the doctiine — of which, until 1 
then, there was little or no tnii», either in external i 
revealed religion — that for every crime, being repeated of 
and foi-satteii, there is foi^ivenesa with Kearcn ; and if with. 
Heaven, there ought U> be with men. This, withoHt entering 
at all into the doctrinal question of atonement, but simply- 
taking the basis of Christian mcfrality, is, pai-doo, full and 
free, for all transgressoi's, on condition that they ' sin no 




" As well bid a man eat without food, sec without light, or 
breathe without air, as bid him mend his ways, whUa at tiia 
same time you tell him that, however he amends, he will be 
in juat the same position — the eanie hoijelessly degraded, 
unpardoned, miserable sinner. Yet this is practically the 
langui^e nscd to fallen women, and chiefly by their own 
sex; 'God may forgive you, hut we never can 1' — a 
(leditration which, however common, in spirit if not in 
substance, is, when one comes to aaalyae it, unparftlleled in 
its arrogance of blasphemj'. That for a single offeace, liow- 
evec grave, a whole life should be blasted, is a docti-ine 
repugnant evou to Nature's own dealings in the visible 
world. There, her voim clearly says—' Let all these 
wonderful powere of vital renewal have fi-ee play : let the 
foul flesh slough itself away; lop off the gangrened limfa ; 
enter into ]ii'e maimed, if it must be ;' but never, till the 
last moment of total dissolution, does she say : ' Thou 
slialt not enter into life at all.' Tliercfore, once let a 
woman fee! that, in mora! as in physical disease, 'while 
there is life there is hope' — dependent on the one only 
condition that she shall sin no more, and what a future yoii 
open for ber ! wltat a weight yon lift off from her poor 
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miserable spirit, which might otherwise be crushed down to 
the lowest deep, to that which is far worse than any bodily 
pollution, ineradicable corruption of soul ! . . , . 

" It may be often noticed, the less virtuous people are, the 
more they shrink away from the slightest whiff of the odour 
of im-sanctity. The good are ever the most charitable, the 
pure are the most brava I believe there are hundreds and 
thousands of Englishwomen who would willingly throw the 
shelter of their stainless repute around any poor creature 
who came to them and said honestly : * I have sinned — 
help me that I may sin no more.' But the unfortunates 
will not believe this. They are like the poor Indians, who 
think it necessary to pacify the evil principle by a greater 
worship than that which they offer to the Good Spirit; 
because, they say, the Bad Spirit is the stronger. Have we 
not, even in this Britain, far too many such tacit devil- 
worshippers V* 

I have pleasure in quoting the following from the writer 
in l^he Quarterly Beview : — We at once admit that, as the 
woman under any circumstances is the greater sufferer by 
the loss of purity, so on her is thrown the greater respon- 
sibility in resisting temptation. But the question is not, 
whether she is to suffer, and suffer most severely, but whether 
she is to suffer vnthout hope, without a chance of repentance, 
without the means of escape ; whether she is to lose oil and 
for ever ^ Ought we to forget our Saviour's treatment of 
fallen women ? By condemning the harshness of the Jewish 
Church towards this class of sinners, by His own personal 
tenderness towards more than one who had fallen from 
virtue's path. He seems in tones the most distinct to com- 
mend these erring members to the pity of the Christian 
Church : but who will venture to say that the Christian 
Church has in this followed the example of her Head 1 

N 




The B«v. I>r. A. SlacLeod, KibnhMd, in u a 
Tohime* reo^mlT paiJialied, when Hlostrating de j 
" Rasboratio& of the Fallen " — mjs : — " I innte yoo ImB< ■ <rf 
Uie better cL^^^es, who b^ the happy drcoisabuioea of jvar 
lives bave Itmg fi>reiiooD^ wiudi yoa acUutU; don't know bav 
tonse, whicLvou give, nther than be idle, to pcafidasibeeille- 
wortc, to a m.K remonerative l&boar. Come to the help of 
the Lord in tii'* worfc of rescuing the Euthest &Den at foar 
sex. Hei«i3a vorkin which theforeooonsjoaifendahKnhe 
well spent, and ibe sacrifiops joa make eImQ go with OoA 
blessing upon iLeio, to heal tbe broken-beaned, and hrii^ tte 
wanderers bbme. Here are services in whidi joamajr be tbe 
means of c>[ieiiiiig the gate into paths of parity and weltiiobig 
forpoor, fallen, iiiitiu^t,niLfguidedgirl\ whoaneyoarnaieis 
in the flesh, ani tlirougfa Cluist, have a claim npon tbe best 
and fairest aa.'.ng jou for sisterly help and iovv. 

" Yet I am .dlmo^n: a&aid to name the sphere for wbicfa yvar 
service's are i>rquired. We hare establiahed ' Hogtes ' for 
the fallen; Iml it is faigh tiiue now that we w«re reaebii^ 
bevond these II'.<mes, and getting at the female inmates oC 
our prisons. I know how much is asked when any Ladr is 
invited to lixik at that work. It is not pleasant work. 
Theie is a r^julsii-e shadow upon it And, more than 
almofei any -otLer, it requires special ^ts in thoee who 
would undeiTiike it. The piison itself is a difficulty. It is 
the saddest, dd.rkest, dreariest diamiier in the bouse to 
wbic'h folly La-is its Tictbns. A &Uen woman who baa 
come the le^i^ah of a cell m the prison, may well say: 
' Farewell sun, iind fareHell muon." The glory is dtjui-xed 
from Ler life. And henceforth her career, if ilie rt^ain her 
liherty, is the oireer of an outcast and suspected felon. Ilio 
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ladies who shall undertake this work ynll have to deal with 
women to whom life is an utter failure, who have resigned 
themselves to utter ruin, who have no hope, who are past 
caring for hope. 

" But if the difficulties be great, the encouragements are 
not few. Ladies have already laboured in this field, and 
have prospered in their labours. It is part of the glory of 
our national Christianity, that it includes in its history the 
life of Sarah Martin. This humble lady did just this work 
to which I now invite you, and did it at a time when public 
opinion out of doors went in the teeth of her doing it. She 
had enormous difficulties to encounter, but she encountered 
them and overcame them, and saved many a soul. There is 
nothing in all the romances more touching than the letters 
which Miss Martin received from the women she reclaimed. 
And you will find, what she also found, that aU the field is 
not * wayside * and trodden soil, 

" While many of the inmates of pnsons are brutalised 
and ignorant, others of them, a certain proportion of them, 
have kDowledge and feeling enough to be easily reached and 
impressed. You will find there women who look back to 
the days of the Sabbath-school as the happy days of their 
life. You have tliat to work upon. The old lessons have 
not quite died out. The hymns these poor creatures 
learned, and the tunes they sang, are not quite forgotten. 
I was very much moved once when passing through the 
lobby of one of the Homes, by hearing the familiar hymn, 
* Earth is a desert drear. Heaven is our home,' rising in a 
swell of melody through all the house. I could not help 
thinking, as they sang, that their thoughts might be away 
back among the happier days, when they sat on the forms of 
their distiict Sabbath-schools and sang such songs with 
innocent hearts* You will not only meet with girls of this 




class, but now and again ■with those who have reached the 
prison by some single bound, some great and awful crime, 
but yet perhaps only one, and Tho only need the contact of 
Christian truth and kindnens and mercy to reclaim them to 
the paths of virtue. Oh, you siBtera of mercy, what a 
power is yours in a cose like that ! One look of a sister'a 
eye ! one touch of a siatei^'a hand ! one loving expreasion. of 
real aymjiathy ! the earnest assurance that there is forgive 
nees with God, and a promise from you to befriend tho 
outcast when she regains her liberty — and she may turn her 
back for ever upon tho darkened past, and begin anew the 
asceat on whose summit stands the throng who have washed 
their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. — 
Workers in this department are greatly needed. Surely 
Christ will touch some hearts, and they will kindle into 
sympathy and zeal. All work ia noble, undertaken in HJit 
name. CliriBtianitj translated into action meaiiF — wise and 
beautiful ladies girding themselves for humble toil, and 
stepping forth into the miry ways to wash the aoUed feet of 
society. You cannot travel so far, you cannot stoop so low, 
hut the loving Jesus has been farther, and lower, and 
before you in the work. And in His cause, and with a 
genuine love of souls iu your heart, you cannot st«op at all, 
without deriving from every act a wisdom and a beauty not 
your own, and an experience that you never I'esemble tho 
Master so much, bs when you are reaching down loving 
arras and hands to rescue the fullen from continuance in 
a life of dishonesty and shame." 

My attention was dii-ected to the following tonehingly- 
beautiful lines, early in the spring of 1870, by the Rev, Dr. 
"William Audei-son, Glasgow. About tiie commencement of 
the late American "War, on a Saturday night in winter^ 
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there died in the Commercial Hospital, Cincinnati, a young 
woman, over whose head two-and-twenty summers had passed. 
Among her few personal effects, in MS., was "The Beautiful 
Snow." On the morning after the girl's death the lines 
appeai-ed in the National Union, Her funeral was atten- 
ded by Thomas Buchanan Beid, the poet, and others. Some 
doubt, it appears, exists as to the real authorship of the 
poem; but apart altogether from the authenticity of this 
narrative, what lessons does the piece contain of the horrors 
of this sin and of compassion for its unhappy victims ! 

The perusal of these stanzas by mothers and daughters 
worthy of the name cannot fail to fire them with zeal to lend 
a helping hand to the fallen, and especially the penitent 

Oh, the snow, the beautiful snow I 
Filling the sky and the earth below ; 
Over the housetops, over the street, 
Over the heads of the people you meet. 
Dancing, flirting, skimming along. 
Beautiful snow ! it can do nothii^g wrong. 
Flying to kiss a fair lady's cheek. 
Clinging to lips in frolicsome freak; 
Beautiful snow ! from the heavens above^- 
Pure as an angel, gentle as love I 

Oh, the snow, the beautiful snow ! 
How the flakes gather and laugh as they go. 
Whirling about in their maddening fun ! 
It playS; in its glee, with every one ; — 
Chasing, laughing, hurrying by. 
It lights on the face, and sparkles the eye ; 
And the dogs, with a bark and a bound. 
Snap at the crystals that eddy around : 
' The town is alive, and its heart in a glow, 
To welcome the coming of beautiful snow. 

How widely the crowd goes swaying along. 
Hailing each other with humour and song ! 
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How the giy llcijges like meteore flash by, 
BHgbt for a momeDt. then lost to the eye 1 
liin^g, arioging, dashing they go, 
Over the cmM of the bcantifui anon-,— 
ISuow so pore, when it fiilU from the sky. 
As to inalco one r^ret to see it lie. 

To be trampled and tracked by Ihe thoiuaads of {eet. 
Till it blends with the liUh iu tbe horrible itreet. 
Once / nos pure aa tbe snow 1 but I fell— 
Fell, like the anow-flaksa from heaireii to heQ ; — 
Fell, t« l>e trampled as fitth in the street- 
Fell, to be scoffed, to be spit on and beat ; 
Pleodiog, Eursiug, dreading to die, 
Selling my soul to whoever would bay ; 
Dimliiig in Bhome for a monel of bread ; 
Hating the living, and fearing the dead ; 
Merciful God ! have I fiLllen so low ! 
And yet 1 was once like tbe beautiful snow I 
Once I was fair as the beautiful snow, 
With an eye like its cryaul and heiirt like its glow ; 
I'lu-'B I was loved for my inuocent grace- 
Flattered and Kougbt for tbe cb^Lmk^ of my face ; 

< '- ti .-ind myself I have lost by my fall. 

The rerieat wretah that goes shivering by 

Will make a wide swoop leat I woniler too nigh ; 

Fur all that is on or above me I know 

There is nothing so parr as the beautiful snow ! 

I Inw strange it should be that this beaotifii] unow 

Should fall on a sinnar with nowhere to go ! 

How strange it should be, when night comes again, 

]i the snow and the ite stnick my desperate brain ! 

F.iiiiting, freezinj;. dying alone ; 

Too wicked tor prayer, too neik for a moan 

To be beard in the streets of the eriizy tonn. 

Gone mad in the joy of the stiow coming down ; 

To lie and to die in nij- terrible woe, 

With a bed and a shrouJ of the beautiful snow. 
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Helpless and foul as the trampled snow. 

Sinner, despair not, Christ stoopeth low 

To rescue the soul jErom its sin and its pain, 

And raise it to life and enjoyment again ; 

Groaning, bleeding, dying for thee, 

The Crucified hung on the accursed tree ; 

His accents of mercy fall soft on thine ear — 

Is there mercy for me ? — ^will He heed my prayer ! 

God ! in the stream that for sinners doth flow. 

Wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. 

XI. Increase the number of Probationary Penitentiaries^ 
Homes, and Magdalene Institutions, — It is not now necessary 
to say anything in vindication of benevolent institutions of 
this kind. In many of our larger towns there is still a great 
want of asylums for the reception of females who are willing 
to abandon their sinful course. It is evident from the follow- 
ing case that there is room for improvement in this direction. 
The writer already quoted from in the Contemporary BevieWy 
says : — Some ten years ago — so scant even then was the 
provision made for those who were longing to escape — a 
weary wanderer of the streets sat for twenty-four hours at 
the door of a certain refuge in London. In answer to her 
appeal, " For Christ's sake, take me in !** she was told that 
it was impossible, for means were wanting, and not a foot of 
room was to be had in the poor over-crowded place. She 
went away, and turning the comer of a dark and wretched 
street, her face covered with her hands, as if to exclude the 
sight of that to which she must descend, she cried in a voice, 
shrill with agony, " God ! God ! there is no door open to us 
but hell's." Ai-e those who look coldly on efforts made to 
withdraw women from public abuse prepared to face the 
echo of that cry in the day when every whisper in comers 
and in dark places shall be proclaimed upon the house-top ; 
when those passionate words shall prove not to have fallen 
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merely on indifferent bystanders, but also to have entered 
into the ears of the Lord of Sabaoth 1 

XII. Let the Press lift its voice against the Great Evil. — 
The extracts which have been given in preceding pages afford 
illustrations of how vigorously the leading organs of the 
press of this country have sounded an alaim on this painful, 
but vitally important subject. It is sufficiently known, 
however, how potent an agency the press is for evil as well 
as for good, and of its influence in the former direction 
there is unhappily too unmistakable evidence in connection 
with many of the cheap and sensational publications of the 
day, the tendency of which is to pollute the mind, excite 
the passions, to demoralise and to debase. There is as much 
need as ever, and perhaps more,^ for the circulation among 
the masses of an attractive and healthy literature, for the 
diffusion of sound principles of morality and religion, and 
for the watchful activity of the press in detecting and 
exposing the conduct and true character of the agents and 
supporters of our great social vice. Especially, let the news- 
paper press — one of the most dreaded of all instruments of 
castigation — wield its power more and more to drag the 
mean vile seducer to the light of day — an ordeal which he 
can and does evade, but which his poor victim cannbt — that 
he may share with her his full measure (and that will be 
more than half) of the obloquy due to his heartless acts. 
The press of this country has on nearly all points of 
public morality a right healthy ring. And neither it, nor 
the Christian ifdnistry, nor any agency in the land, could 
render a greater social service, than by exerting its influence, 
and uniting it with that of others, to hunt out of all their 
skulking places, and frown down from their forfeited social 
positions, all partners in the heartless traffic in female ruin. 
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XIII. Ministers of the Gospel ought to bring this and 
kindred vices more frequently before their Congregations, — ^It 
is a sad fact that many a youth enters our cities and large 
towns with no more idea of the snares to which he is exposed, 
than the child on its mother's knea Not a few well-meaning 
people hold that it is better not to run the risk of blunting 
young people's feelings by revealing the evils of our large 
centres of population ; but is it not safer to warn them of 
their danger, although it should excite surprise, than to leave 
them till it is found out by bitter experience? 

The Rev. Timothy Dwight, LL.D., of America, from 
whom I have already quoted, writes as foUows : — ^It is uni- 
versally known that there is, and for a great length of time 
has been, a rivetted prejudice against the introduction of 
this subject into the pulpit. When the peculiar delicacy 
attending it is considered, it cannot be thought strange that 
such a prejudice should in some degree exist. Even the 
most chaste and correct observations concerning it are apt 
to give pain ; or at least to excite an alarm in a refined and 
apprehensive mind. What nature itself perhaps dictates, 
custom and manners have not a little enhanced. The 
opinions and feelings to which I have referred have been 
carried to a length unwaiTanted either by the Scriptures or 
common sense. The subject seems in fact to have been 
banished from the pulpit ; and ministers, by their general 
and profound silence concerning it, appear to have sanctioned 
the conclusion, that there is one, and that not a small part of 
Scripture, which, to far as preaching is concerned, is not 
profitable for doctrinsyfor reproofs for correction^ nor for ivr 
struction in righteotisness. Is it not a plain and prominent 
part of the counsel of God, to forbid, to discourage, to pre- 
vent, this profligate conduct of mankind? Why else was 
this precept inserted in the decalogue; and promulgated 
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amid the lightnings of Sinai ? Why else is it throughout the 
Scriptures made the subject of such forcible prohibitions, 
and the object of such awful threatenings ? 

What reason can be given, why it should not be introduced 
into the pulpit? Can common sense either prove or discern the 
usefulness of excluding it ? Is it fit, is it safe, is it not pre- 
posterous, is it not ruinous, to the best interests of mankind, 
to leave the whole management of it to loose and abandoned 
men; and to suffer them, from year to year, and from 
century to century, to go on in a course of corruption ; 
seducing and destroying thousands and millions, especially 
of the young, the gay, ' and the giddy : while we, ministers 
of Christ, divinely appointed to watch for the souls of men, 
quietly sit by, and see them hurried on to perdition 1 Shall 
we be awed by the cry of indelicacy, originally raised by the 
most indelicate of mankind, only to keep the field open for 
its own malignant occupancy 1 Shall we not infinitely rather 
lay hold on every opportunity, and all the means furnished 
here, as well as elsewhere, to rescue our fellow-creatures 
from destruction ? I consider it as my own duty to bring 
this subject into the pulpit without hesitation ; and to treat 
it in the same definite and earnest manner which is de- 
manded by the precepts of the gospel. 

The Rev. A. H. Charteris, D.D., Professor of Biblical 
Criticism in the University of Edinburgh, when submitting 
the report on " Christian Life and Work," to the General 
Assembly of the Church of Scotland, in May, 1870, said — 
There is one sin that cannot be spoken of as less prevalent 
and although it may be questioned whether it is increasing 
its lamentable commonness among us, in high ranks and ii 
low, is a disgrace to our Christian civilisation, and a proo 
that very much of our religious profession is false ant 
hollow. The sin of uncleanness is proved by the statistic 
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of illegitimacy to prevail chiefly in the north-east and south 
west of Scotland ; and your committee believe that^ common 
as it is in some country districts, it is pre-eminently the sin 
of our cities and large towns. It is matter of consideration 
whether the teaching of the Christian pulpit, like that of 
our inspired books, should not deal directly, pointedly, and 
solemnly with this sin. May it not be a false delicacy which 
so often excludes from the teaching of the sanctuary what is 
discussed in every newspaper and periodical, and is tlirust 
imder all eyes in the form of law reports and petitions re- 
garding Acts of Parliament 1 If it be true that this sin is 
ruining so many souls and bodies in Scotland, and blighting 
so many lives, can it be right that it should be ignored, or 
only seldom alluded to, or described in periphrasis, when a 
man speaks to his congregation ? 

The following affectionate word of appeal to the youth- 
ful wanderer in our large towns is from the pen of the 
Rev. William M. Taylor, M.A., Liverpool, in a useful 
little book lately published. Speaking of the Prodigal, he 
thus writes : — Plain, straightforward, humble, yet earnest, 
are the words which he determines to take with him ; and 
that nothing may intervene between the purpose and the 
pei-formance, he arose, just as he was, and set out on his 
homeward way. The picture is perfect ; and in the history 
of many an outcast whom treachery has first ruined, and 
then trampled under foot, it has been literally exemplified ; 
nor do I know a kinder service we can do to any poor 
prodigal whom the tide of our city life may drift to our 
doors than just to put him in the way of returning to his 
earthly father's house ; for, not unfrequently, that is only 
the first step in the return of the erring one to God. Per- 
haps such an one, led by the providence of God, may have 
come casually into this house to-day. Let me entreat him 
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to go home, and gladden the hearts of those to whom he is 
dear. Bj. the memory of your mother's tenderness, and 
your father's prayers ; by the recollection of your childhood's 
joys, and of your boyhood's happiness; by the obligation under 
which you feel your parents laid you for your education, and 
the opportunities of well-doing which you enjoyed ; — ^by all 
that is holiest and most treasured in the associations of the 
past^ I implore you to go home. And if words will not move 
youy then let this touching scene impress your heart Be- 
hold that mother in her Highland cottage, as she kneels at 
evening prayer. Draw near and listen to the words she 
utters, as the big tears course down her cheeks: " Jjardy** 
she says, " have mercy on that poor lassie^ wlierever she may 
ie this nighL Let her not die in her sins. But bring her 
back to me agairiy that I m^y bring her back to Thee,*^ She 
rises from her knees, goes out to look through the darkness 
if, perchance, the wanderer may be near. She comes in and 
shuts the door, but leaves it unbarred, saying the while — 
" / will not bolt it, lest she should come when Fm asleep, cmd 
I would not like her to find my door locked against her" Oh, 
is there nothing in all this to impel you homeward ? Go 
back, go back ! the door into a true parent's heart, like that 
of the home of which I have spoken, is usually on the latch 
to an erring child, and the truest joy you have known for 
many a day will be when you weep out your penitence in 
your father's arms.* 

The Rev. Dr. Guthrie, Edinburgh, in his excellent volume 
already quoted at page 45 — " The City, its Sins and Sorrows" — 
says : — " Under a fair and beautiful exterior, there is an 
extent of corruption, vile corruption, loathsome corruption, 
which has only to be laid bare to astonish all, and, I believe, 

* The Lost Found, and the Wanderer Welcomed. By Rev. W. M, 
Taylor, M.A., Liverpool. Edinbnrgh : W. Oliphant k Co. 
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to sicken many. Propriety forbids details. Ordinary mo- 
desty, not to say sensitive delicacy, would shrink from 
them. Otherwise I could raise a curtain, I could reveal 
that, which would make your hair stand on end. "Well 
may godly parents tremble for the virtue of their children, 
and every holy mother, taking alarm, gather them beneath 
her wings, as the moor bird does her helpless brood when 
hawks are sci*eaming in the sky. I tell you who are 
parents, you who are the guardians of youth, that you have 
more need to keep an eye on the company and hours of your 
children, than look to the bolts and bars you trust to for 
protection against housebreakers and midnight-robbers. We 
have heard much of these. Alive to what affects the 
security of their property, the public have been seized with 
alarm, and houses, if not streets, are barricaded. But there 
is more in peril than your gold and silver. There is some- 
thing better worth guarding, and more needing to be 
guarded, than anything which iron-barred shutters can 
secure, or watdiman protect. There are more dangerous 
characters than robbers prowling about our town, and 
walking unchallenged on our streets — permitted by our laws 
to do what they dare not in Paris or Berlin, to pursue their 
infamous occupation with barefaced, and shameless, and 
bold effrontery. The sword, which should be a terror to 
evil doers, rusts in its sheath. And when vice is allowed so 
to parade our streets as to interfere with the freedom of 
virtuous families, and so to establish herself among us as, 
by creating the worst of all nuisances, to destroy the 
property of a neighbourhood, surely the substance of liberty 
is sacrificed to its shadow, and the evil doer protected at the 

expense of the good 

" It is not of property, but of virtue that families are 
plundered. It is not life, but souls that are murdered among 
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us. Crimes are done that to my eye cast into the shade the 
guilt of him who, having through a trade of murder supplied 
mjibjects for the dissecting room, was received on the scaffold 
by th(B roar of a maddened crowd and launched into eternity 
amid shouts of public indignation. That old legend of .a 
monster, to satisfy whose voracious appetite a city had year 
by year to sacrifice a number of its virgins, who, amid the 
lamentations of their mothers and the grief of their kindred, 
were led away trembliog to his bloody den, is no fable here. 
That monster is amongst us. And if there is no other way 
of calling forth some champions to do him battle, of rousing 
the public from their supineness, of stirring up the minister 
in the pulpit to draw the sword of the Spirit, and the 
magisti'ate on the bench to draw the sword of the state, it 
may be necessary to throw this report out of its present 
seci-ecy, and leave it to burst upon the city like a shell. 

" I am guilty of no exaggeration. I ask you, meanwhile, 
to believe that — and that> with all our apparent goodness, 
there lies beneath the surface much which no Christian 
man could behold, without — -like our pure and pitiful 
Saviour — weeping over it. I know enough to call upon the 
young to shun the associate, who is infected with vice, more 
than the one infected wth plague or deadly fever. Keep 
away from them that are going down to hell, more than 
from the grasp of a drowning man. * My son, hear the instruc- 
tion of thy father, and forsake not the law of thy mother.* 
< If sinners entice thee, consent thou not.' * Keep thy heart 
with all diligence.' * Ponder the path of thy feet/ that they 
may never follow one of whom it is written — * Her feet go 
down to death, her steps take hold on hell.* 

" I also know enough to implore parents, most prayerfully, 
to commit their children to the keeping of an all-present 
God. Guard them sedulously. Fold them early. Before 
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the night brings out the ravenous wolf, and the wily fox, 
and the roaring lion, have all your lambs at home. Make it 
a bright, cheerful home. Mingle firmness with kindness. 
And from late hours, from dangerous companions, from 
nightly scenes of pleasure and amusement, more carefully 
keep your children than you bolt door or window against 
those who can but plunder your house of property, that is 
of infinitely less value than your domestic purity, of jewels, 
infinitely less precious than your children's souls." 

I feel that I cannot more usefully or appropriately con- 
clude than by quoting the closing patriotic sentences from the 
Rev. Dr. Wardlaw's Lectures :* — I urge upon you the duty 
of zealous co-operation in this good work, by the claims of 
every relation you sustain. — T plead with nxj fellow-nien on 
the principles of their common huTnanityy which should prompt 
them, whenever, with the old Roman, they say, "Homo 
sum," " I am a man," to subjoin his practical conclusion — 
'* humani nihil a me alienum puto," — " whatever concerns 
man concerns me." — ^And as men too, allow me to remind 
you, that you are the natural guardians of the feebler sex. 
They are committed by heaven to your protection. Alas ! 
that the very weakness, which should interest every heart 
and nerve every arm in their defence and in the maintenance 
of their honour and their rights, should, in so many instances, 
be basely taken advantage of for their wrong and ruin. I 
call upon you, as men, to stand forward on their behalf ; to 
come with the shield of your protection between them and 
danger ; to prevent their degradation, and vindicate their 
honour ; to screen their purity from the putiid breath of 

* Lectures on Female Prostitution : Its INature, Extent, Effects, 
Guilt, Causes, and Remedy. By Ralph Wardlaw, D.D. Delivered and 
Published by Special Request. Glasgow : James Maclehose. 1843. 
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pollution : to maintain and elerate their Tirtney that along 
with it. :\n I by means of it, von maj mMnfaiiTi and elevate 
that fA th?" c :»mmnnitT to which they belong, and of which 
take ih^ni in the aggregate, (I speak my most sincere con- 
Tic: i<n wl. -n I say so) they are not the weaker merely, bat 
}■•■ miii.v d' :net-s the better portion. — ^And this leads me 
natuni.ly to a id — I plead with yon, as my feUaw-townsmen, 
\.T the in :•?!--: you feel in the character of our city ; — ^whose 
em"; .vnv.:: ? tree bore of old the motto, " Let Glasgo^w flourish 
< *^:C ; r ' ': ; 7 or' (h^ icord.^ — I plead with yon, as my 
-''.'->'•'::':- :i-:n, by all the claims of an enlightened 
pjtrijti^. ■ : f -r it has been true from the beginning, and will 
con:::. Tie :r:ie to the end, that "righteousness exalteth a 
Bu:!' n. an i >:n is the reproach of any people." — ^I plead with 
fi''.o:r-r-:ir^-:\*^, for the sake of the safety of the rising youth 
of t:.-:r :Vi!::nie5. exposed, in entering on life, to all the 
b':ii''.:in_: an 1 deadly influences of a corrupt and tempting 
'^^ rM. — I nl id vrith/elloic-christiaiis, on the ground of their 
C' :n:ni n C- !:s:ianity, which is the revelation of divine 
benev. ..-:..- . — . .f mediatorial grace to the chief of sinners, — 
and '.vi.i:';:. : .iv.igh the lips of the Son of Gk)d himself, says 
tD then: — •• B ' ye. therefore, merciful, even as your Father 



CONTAGIOUS DISEASES ACTS. 

In the foregoing pages I have said all that at first I in- 
tended to say on the subject of prostitution, and have no 
desire to enter into anything like detail on the legal 
aspects of this question. For upwards of thirty years I 
have held the opinion that brothel-keepers and harlots 
ought to be dealt with to some extent by the strong arm of 
the law. Whilst I do not at all approve of the sys- 
tem adopted in Paris and other parts of. the Continent, I 
think that something should be done in this country. 

The following passa-ge from the writer, frequently cited, in 
the Westminster JReview, is, I think, worthy of careful con^ 
sideration: — ^It is urged that the "tacit sanction" given to 
vice by such a recognition of prostitution as would be involved 
in a system of supervision, registration, or Kcense, would be a 
greater evil than all the maladies (moral and physical) which 
now flow from its unchecked prevalence. But let it be con- 
sidered th^t by ignoring, we do not abolish it ; we do not 
even conceal it ; it speaks aloud ; it walks abroad ; it is a 
vice as patent and as well known as drunkenness ; it is 
already " tacitly sanctioned " by the mere fact of its per- 
mitted or connived-at existence — ^by the very circumstance 
which stares us in the face, that the legislative and executive 
authorities, seeing it, deploring it, yet confess by their in- 
action their inability to check it, and their unwillingness to 
prohibit it, and virtually say to the unfortunate prostitutes 
and their frequenters — " As long as you create no public 
scandal, but throw a decent veil over your proceedings, we 
shall not interfere with you, but shall regard you as an. 
inevitable evil." By an attempt to regulate and control 
them, the authorities would confess nothing more than they 

o 
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already in act ackiiowletlg&— viz., their desire to mitiga; 
an e%'il which they have discovered tlieir incompetency ( 
suppicsw. Ey prohibiting the practice of prostitution undi 
certain coiiJtticms, they do not legalize or authorize it vndt 
all otlicr conditions ; they aimply announce that, under t/ta 
certain conditiom, tliey feel called upon promptly to interfep 
The legislature does not forhid dninkenneas, knowing that 
would bo futile to do BO ; but if a man, ■when drunk, is di 
ordeily, pugnacioua, or indecent, ov in any other mode con 
promises pviblic comfort or public morals, it steps foi-ward 1 
arrest and punish him ; yet, surely, by no fair use of -wow 
can it he rciiresented aa tliei-ehy sanctioning diiinkennei 
when uiiaecnmpaniod by indecorous or riotous behaviour. ] 
merely declares that in the one case interference falls withi 
its functions, and that in the other case it does not. Likewiai 
in the parallel case under consideration, such legislative ii 
terfevence a& we snggost would merely hold this clear, aoniM: 
intelligihie language : — " Prostitution ]7er se ia a. Bin againB 
taste, nioi-als, and religion ; but it ia one of those vices, hk 
bad temper, hatred, mahce, and covetousneES, which, hOK 
ever noxious, it is not a part of the diity of Governmei! 
actiiely to repress or punish : the propagution of aypLilia i 
an ovLTt act of public mischiof, a crime committed againf 
societv, wJiich if falls within their province to prevent." 

TJiR following sentences, from a [rnper given at page ii 
by a gentlcinau in the South of Ireland, who is well able t 
speak on this point, may be appropriately re-produced here :— 
" An Act of Parliament is, therefore, the only hope left 
and in order to legislate with any probability of success, th 
origin of the evil must he traced out, and, when discovered 
a veiy stringent clause should he introduced to bear upon i( 
Now, it cannot be denied that man is the great source fron 
whence the misery consequent upon prostitution flows, Ii 
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fact, there cannot be prostitution except wten he consents, 
and therefore the law should be directly levelled against 
him, and whenever convicted of seducing a female, a portion 
of his property (if any, otherwise imprisonment,) should be 
appropriated to her maintenance, if found deserving of it, or 
given as a donation to an Asylum. A clause should also be 
introduced authorising the transportation of any person con- 
victed of procuring virtuous females for the piu'poses of 
prostitution. Many other clauses should of course be intro- 
duced in order to the Act being rendered beneficial and 
advantageous to the purposes intended." 

Referring to procuresses decoying unsuspecting girls. Dr. 
Wardlaw says : — " If there be a crime besides murder that 
deserves being visited with deathy I should be disposed to 
pronounce that the crime." 

When the present edition of this little volume was com- 
menced, I had resolved to pass by the now notorious Con- 
tagious Diseases Acts. Let me say in a word, that the 
more I reflect on the un-British Act of 1864, the more I 
detest and denounce it as a disgrace to the nation, and dis- 
creditable to those who passed it. 

In April, 1870, a large and influential meeting of the 
citizens of Glasgow was held in the City Hall, in opposition 
to the Contagious Diseases Acts, at wjiich the Hon. Lord 
Provost Arthxir presided. One of the principal speakers at 
that meeting was the Rev. Dr. Robert Buchanan, of the 
Free College Church, late of the Tron Church. It is well 
Imown to the older citizens, that for upwards of thirty years 
Dr. Buchanan has taken a special interest in almost every 
effort which had for its object the social and moral elevation 
of the degraded masses in our wynds and closes. "From tlie 
honourable position he holds, not only as a minister of the 
gospel, but as a citizen, his opinion is all the more valuable. 




Dr. Bachanan spoke in support of tbefeQowing resolution 
— "That tiiis meHiingdefaveBta tbeaeontiuBanea- adopted bv 
the Goi'eniment in paasingBud Axta, and ngards the pnctical 
Torking of slid Acts u opprtadvK opon British subjecte — 
SB totaJIj inftdeqnate to preraot the sfoead of disease and 
other sad conseqaeoocs of vicimia indolgeaioe — as partial 
and unfair towards f&Hen women — and aa expoaiiig Tirtaons 
Tomen to treatment at onoe insultiitg and oatrHgeoua." 
The Doctor said:— That if tbe British public had beea 
made aware that such Acts as those now under coomderatioD 
were in contemplation, or had had opportanity of offering 
their advice on the subject, he believed their decision 'woiilii 
most effectually have secared our statute book from tlie 
disgrace, as he accounted it. of being blotted with sudi Arti 
as those in question. These Acts, he hesitated not to mj, 
after carefully esamining them, w«re as cruel as tber were 
unjust, as uumaulj as tbej were inuuoral, as nugatory and 
short-sighfed with reference to the object they were iiiteaded 
to serve, as tliey were degradiiig and oorruptiug in thor 
t«Ddenc7 and ineAitable effect Our le^slators looted at 
this subject entirely fiom one point of view. Hey r^ankd 
the evil merely in so far as it injured the health trf onr 
soldiers and sailors, who, as thev ooet the nation a hu^ som 
of meney for their support, must be kept in good health. 
This wholly selfish view of the (question he found to be taken 
even by some prominent Members of Parliament with whtrai 
he had met in London. They treated the question as if it 
were simjily one of pounds, shillings, and pence — merely 
a question of saving to the State money which had been ex- 
pended in maint a i n i n g her ai'my and navy. Even if -we were 
to deal with it as a mere matter of disease, as a sanitary quea- 
tion, it was perfectly obvious to eveiy one vrho had any 
common sense or knowledge of human nature or human lif^ 
that tJiet'vil never couM be u.rrested in this manner. If it was 
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to be stamped out by some coercive measures sucb as those 
enactments proposed, it was plain that both sexes, and not 
one sex merely, must be comprehended. The Acts must be 
made specially to comprehend the male sex. One of the 
worst features of the Acts was, that they were not merely 
immoral but unmanly. If there was to be inspectioni 
police espionage, and police arrestment — if there was 
to be public medical examination and exposure — ^if all 
this was to be done in the case of the women, why n^ot also 
in the case of the men? Why should not the police be 
employed to trace men who were going to these haunts of 
wickedness — ^why should they not cany to the superintendent 
of police information that they had good cause to know that 
so and so and so and so had been in such a place for such 
and such a purpose, and that he indulged in these habits ? 
Why should he not be summoned by the magistrates to 
whom such information was given, brought up, and sub- 
jected to examination 1 If such measm*es could be justified 
as against the woman, then much more could they be justified 
as against the man. He stood there to say that in his 
judgment it was cowardly and unmaidy to expose helpless 
women to all these outrages, and to leave out the men who 
often were more culpable than the women. It was true the 
repeal of the Acts in question was not enough. Measures that 
would go nearer the source of the evil must be originated and 
employed. But, in the first place, all the weight of large 
communities must be brought to bear upon the Legislature 
in order to have these Acts repealed. While they were 
allowed to remain on the statute book, the moral sense of 
the community would be in proportion demoralised, weak- 
ened, and lowered, and we should be every hour in greater 
danger of having the whole Continental system of licensed 
prostitution flooding our land. 
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Dlr. Jaftib Brigbt, M.P. for Hukcliesfer, when addreoaing 
tbf, House of Commoiis (with closed doors) cm. tfaia subject, 
on July 20, 1S70, Urns spoke — The honotmble mentber for 
Ayr may be iinawaiB of the fact that in the present sessuui 
of Parliament some 700 or 800 petitions, signed fay ne»riy 
hn 1f a millioiL of persons, have been presented to Uiis House, 
asking for a repeal of the Acts which are novr under dis- 
cussioiL By the course which he is now taking he is not 
only acting contrary to the wishes of the vast majorih- of 
the House, but he is also preTcntiag the country from know- 
ing what taiea place here upon a subject in which it has ex- 
pressed the deejiest interest, fjome tell me that tliis wide- 
spread opi»sition to the^ Acta arises from ignorance: I 
believe it springs from knowledge, because the more 
thoroughly I have understood these Acts myself tlie more I 
find myself opposed to them. But if this earnest oppoeitioQ 
of the people does arise from ignorance, where does the feult 
lie ? Loot at the stealthy way in which they h&ve passed 
this House. They have been brought forward either late at 
night or late in the session, and every effort has been made 
to stifle discussion. So far as I can discover from S&nsard, 
only two shoi-t siMseches were made during the passage of these 
Act.'; — one by the right hon. gentleman t' 
Oxfoi-dshire ; one by the right hon. gentleman the r 
for the Tower Hamlets. Both attacked this legislation in 
the bitterest terms of cviiiciemuntiuii ; no case was made out 
for the Acts, aiid it is an unprecedented thing tliat so serious 
an innovation slioulJ have taken place without any speakio"' 
whatever hut that which wii.s in dh-ect opposition. 

5Ir. Bright, after i-eferriag to the opinions of medical 
gentlemen, said — But I am not going to ai^ie this case onlv 
'jn the level on. which it hjts Iteen placed by the sanitaiT 
reformers of this House. Human beings have some feeling 
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some rights too sacred to be subordinated to these boasted 
sanitary results. A voice is heard from the country— a 
voice which is growing louder every day — asking for a 
restoration of those safeguards to personal security which 
have been handed down to us from generation to generation, 
and which until now no Government, either Liberal or 
Tory, has ventured to invade. The demand is made that 
though vice may be difficult to diminish, and impossible to 
repress, the State shall not become a partner in it; and, 
further, that whatever law shall be directed against the pro- 
pagation of this disease shall be an equal law, and not have in it 
the cruelty and the cowardice of attacking the weak and letting 
the strong escape. How are these boasted results obtained ? 
By what process does this law work ? You begin by letting 
loose spies upon a town. There is no street nor square, no 
precinct of the town, be it field or gai'den, over which the 
eyes of these men do not range. They resort to the basest 
means to entrap their victims. They are not instructed to 
dog the steps of men and women — only of women j and not 
of all women. Their attention is specially given to the 
poorer and more defenceless class. Milliners, shop girls, 
women in domestic service — ^those classes which more com- 
monly furnish the victims to men's lustj these are they who 
are placed in penl, and whose steps are ti*acked day and 
night by the creatures of this law. The House is aware that 
the Act professes to be directed against common prostitutes. 
The Act, however, contains no definition of this term. I 
believe there is a definition in the Police Act. The term 
there implies women who are seen soliciting in the street. 
The operations of those who carry out the Contagious Dis- 
eases Acts are limited by no such definition. Poor men's 
houses are entered, women suspected of incontinence, but 
who are in no sense common prostitutes, are forced into this 



■ 216 

vile slavery. I waa recently asked by a, man of position in 
London whether I thought poor women were aa sensitive <ki 

these mattera an women of a higher dass. Sir, nntil that 
hour I never felt so mnch sympathy with the efforts of work- 
ing men to obtain direct representation in this Hoiiee. Here 
is a law passuil by i>eers and prelates in one chamber, and by 
an assembly of rich men in another, the whole bmxlen of 
which is directed against the poor women of tlie country. It 
is the most indefensible piece o£ class legislation of which I 
have any knowledge. 

How are these Acta carried out^ Their victims are not 
brought into court and fairly judged. There is a provision 
by which they can be made to sign what is called a voluntary 
Bubmission, Women frightened by the police ai-e induced to 
sign their names or put their ci'oasea to a paper of the mean- 
ing of which tliey know nothing, Eveiy kind of cajolery 
and fraud are resorted to to obtain the signatures of ignorant 
and defenceless women. When once they have conunittcd 
themselves tliey are subjected to forced examinations every 
fortnight, and have upon them a brand which makes a 
return to decent life almost impossible. 

Eespecting the moral results of the Act, the honourable 
member remarked — Let me discuss now, for a moment^ the 
statements so rept.it«dly made, that by the operation of these 
Acts women aie often reclaimed, and restored to a respecta- 
ble life. These statements are entirely nnfoimded. We are 
told that there were 1755 prostitutes in Devonport and 
Plymouth, and that they have been reduced to less than, one- 
half. ]U !■- Frederick "Wrcfor J, chief superintendent of police 
at Plymouth, denies the whnlc of this statement. Mv. Lynn, 
the superintendent of the Devonport police force, saya he 
does not know of one case of reclamation through the opera- 
tion of the Act Mr. Norman, the secretary to the Albert 
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Hospital, Devonport, says : " I think there are no grounds 
•whatever for thinking that the total number of prostitutes is 
lessened/* Mr. "Wolferstan states that, during the eighteen 
months ending March, 1865, when the voluntary system 
existed, twenty-eight per cent, of the women admitted into 
hospital were reclaimed, while, during the period from 
April, 1865, to December, 1869, only thirteen per cent, 
of the women were reclaimed. There is nothing sur- 
prising in this result, for anyone who knows any thing of 
human nature will admit that women who are suffering 
under a sense of injustice from brutal treatment and 
forced detention, are not likely to be influenced by those 
who are placed over them. The question is asked, "Is 
prostitution legalised ] " Of course it is legalised. Until 
now everything that has been done by Parliament has been 
with a view of repressing it. The law has changed sides on this 
matter. We have entered into partnership with the brothels. 
We do the sanitary part of the business for them, and from 
all accounts we are not doing it amiss. A superintend 
dent of police, Mr. Mallalieu says, "Since the passing of 
the Act, the greater cleanliness of the brothels is something 
very remarkable." So long as there are brothels I have no 
objection that they should be clean, but I maintain that this 
result should be accomplished on the voluntary principle. 
I protest against the State being employed to secure this 
advantage. 

Mr. Duncan McLaren, M.P. for Edinburgh, took part at 
a public meeting, held in Newcastle-on-Tyne, against the 
Contagious Diseases Acts, in September, 1870. The hon- 
ourable member in the course of his speech, which has since 
been published, thoroughly examined a recent Grovemment 
Hetum, entitled, "Contageous Diseases Acts. Ketum to an 
Address of the honourable the House of Commons, dated 




IStli July, 1870, for Copy of Roiwrt of tlie CLief Com- i 
miasioiier of Police to the Board of Admiralty, oa the 4 
operation of the Cout^ous Diaeaacs Acta in the Plymouth J 
and "DBvonport District." i 

Tlie following are the closing words of Mr. M'l^ren'a J 
able address: — ^Tbe most disgusting and disgraceful part of 
these stutistics is, I fear, too true, namely, that women were 1 
"Medically Examined" 49,389 times during the operation of ( 
these Acts and "found free from disease;" and 14,360 3 
examinations took place in ■which a diffei-ent remUt was ] 
found. In these 49,389 cases the poor wbnieii have, there- 
fore, been put to the tortui-e on suapioion, and acquitted by i 
the executioners of the luw, of the crime laid to their ' 
charge. Nothing more repugnant to reason or justice was j 
ever done in the times of religiotis persecution, ■when torture 
was legalised, as a means of discovering heretical opinions ; 
and in few, if any, countries in Europe were there ever 
forly-nina lltouaand llvree hundred and eigltty-nine apj)licatioiui 
of torture within the same number of years. 

I do not inquire who was individually responsible for the 
mis-statements in this Report, nor into the motives, or 
objects, of the suggesters, or compilers. The document was 
ordered by the House of Commons, and has been ftimisbed ' 
on tlu.i responsibility of Government. It is only as a 
Parliiiracntary public document, sent to me, in common 
with all other membera of Parliament, -with a view to I 
pitblii; mtei-esta, that I have discussed it, and proved its ^ 
utter untni til fulness in the cases pointed out. In my 
i-cniavks I have not gone into the jirinciplcs or policy of 
these Act', but have confiiied my attention for the present 
to combating fiilsehood with truth, as i-espects the alleged 
facts contained in this document ; and, although I have had 
somewhat of a ravcnovis appetite for blue books and other i 
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statistical documents, and have, in various ways, dissected 
not a few of them, I feel bound to say that this is the most 
unfair, and untruthful, public document which it has ever 
been my lot to meet with. In all the discussions I have 
heard or read respecting these Acts, their supposed practical 
utility has been the main argument relied on for main- 
taining them. Few men have ever defended them on 
principle, and if I have succeeded in proving their alleged 
practical utility to be mere deception, as I hope I have done, 
I am sure you will agi*ee with me that all parties ought to 
unite in urging their immediate repeal, in so far as respects 
all compulsory powers, of whatever kind. 

A few days after the foregoing observations on the Con- 
tagious Diseases Acts were in the hands of the printer, a 
public meeting was held in the City Hall, on January 26, 
1871, for the purpose of affording the Members of Parliament 
for Glasgow an opportunity of addressing their constituents. 
Each of the honourable gentlemen referred to the Acts in 
question. 

Mr. Dalglish, M.P., with his characteristic courage and 
candour, strongly defended the Contagious Diseases Acts. 

Mr. Grahgjo, M.P., said: — I have always entertained 
strong objections to the Contagious Diseases Act, believing 
that the evils it seeks to remedy should be dealt with on 
broader principles of morality, and by more constitutional 
means. At the same time, as a Royal Commission is now 
sitting, and will report this session, I am quite prepared to 
give a fair hearing to that report, and consideration to the 
evidence on which it may be founded, whether it be favour- 
able or otherwise. I do not believe any mere proofs of 
expediency would alter my convictions as to the Act. But 
knowing as I do, that many men of the highest moral cha- 
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PEOFESSOR MILLEKS VIEWS ON PEOSTITUTION. 

. It affords me mucli pleasure to present the more important 
parts of a paper, which originally appeared in the Edin- 
burgh Medical Journal, by the late Professor James Miller, 
F.R.C.S.E., Professor of Surgery in the University of Edin- 
burgh. This valuable article was subsequently published as 
a pamphlet, in 1859, and has been for several years out 
of print. It was entitled "Prostitution Considebed in 
Relation to its Cause and Cure." 

Prostitution (says Dr. Miller) is truly an unsavoury sub- 
ject to handle. Nevertheless, the right handling of it is very 
needful in the present time; and an opportunity having 
been given, we venture in all humility, yet in all faithful- 
ness, to undertake the duty — on a limited scale. "We must be 
brief, yet shall try to be comprehensive— our object being not 
the historical, or speculative, or sentimental, but the practical 

Kef erring to the extent of the evil, Dr. Miller remarks : — 
The sum is a terrible one, pregnant of vast results in 
debauchery, disease, and^ death to individuals — of de- 
gradation and danger to the community at large. Let any 
one walk certain streets of London, Glasgow, or Edinburgh, 
of a night, and, without troubling his head with statistics, 
his eyes and ears will tell him at once what a multitudinous 
amazonian army the deyU keeps in constant field service, 
for advancing his own ends. The stones seem alive with 
lust, and the very atmosphere is tainted. 

Our transatlantic friends take a characteristic view of the 
subject, testing it by the dollar. Dr. Sanger, of New York, 
calculates that, in that city, an aggregate capital of nearly 
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four millions of dollars is invested in the business (£ 
prostitution, and that the expense entailed on tlie general 
public, by tlie worfcing of this foul capital^in the hire of 
the TTomtu, in drinking, doctoring, pauperism, and police — 
is above seven millions of dollars annually. Ti-aikslnte thai 
into the eqiiivalcnta of ain, crime, corruption ; what a foul 
and festering sore does it disclose in the body politic, one 
that may well tax all our powers of head, aud lumd, and 
heart to cleiinse imd cicatrize ! 

Profes-sor Miller, afier i-efcning briefly to tlie Causes c£ 
Pi-ostitutiou, jjroceeds to discuss at greater length its Cure. 

"SVe will (says Dr. Miller) " recognise" prostitution as ft 
vice and crime to bo reformed, not as an inevitable necessity 
to be molliiied aud endured. We refuse to recognise the 
thief Icgiilly, and so to minister to him in his thieving that 
lie sliall jiractise that calling with as little personal injuryt* 
himself as possible; and, on the same principle, we decline 
the like proposal affecting the prustituta. No doubt her 
calling may be so conducted, under "regulation," as to 
dfliiiLige the physical condition of the harlot less than, vonld 
otherwise be tlie case; and statistics may seem to show 
this ; but that is no argument for regulation as a pre- 
vmtice means : on the contrary, it holds out a no^tive 
premium to cntmnce upon the terrible career. 

"We Tvill seek out the causes, aud meet them. "We do 
not Jrenm of arresting the evil by a high hand, at once, 
through legal i-epression- — we will not talk of "jwtting down 
prostitution," as a Loudon Lord ilayor talked of " putting 
down suicide." Eiit we refuse to "recognise" it as an 
institution of society — we denounce it not only as a sin, but 
as a crime^we would give the law the same hold of it aa 
over other ofTcuces against morality and the state — and we 



223 

would have one and all of us, not strangers to patriotism 
and principle, earnestly engaged in the complex but con 
tinuous process of gradual, yet sure removal, by drying up 
the soui'ces from which it springs. 

EDUCATE THE MASSES. 

1. We would continue and greatly increase the eflforts 
made for elevating the masses. Education must be sown 
far more broadcast than it is ; and with it religion, as the 
true fertilising and fructifying power. Secular and religious 
teaching must go hand in hand. Let these run to and fro 
together over all our borders ; then true knowledge shall be 
increased; and then, too, we may look for prevalence of 
self-respect and self-control. 

IMPROVEMENT OP WORKMEN'S HOUSES. 

2. Better houses must be provided for the working-men 
and women, in both town and country, but specially in the 
fonner. Oh that some magic power were given to the 
monied and respectable classes, so that they might have but 
one brief comprehensive glimpse of all the frightful orgies 
that are transacted, night after night, in the squalid lairs of 
the sunken and depraved! If generosity and patriotisih 
would not stir them up to avert such things, or afford the 
means of their avoidance, surely self-interest would tell them 
to be busy in some such work ; for it needs no prophet to 
warn that living in such neighbourhood Ls not safe. 

REFORMATION OP VICIOUS PARENTS. 

3. Let every means be used to restore vicious and idle 
parents to habits of industy, and virtue, and honesty. And 
into tho children let us ingraft right principles, so that they 
may grow up, at least in the knowledge of right and wrong, 
and with a consciousness on the part of the female, that she 
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carries a priceless jewel in her honour — ^however plain lier 
person — ^however liTunble her rank may be — which, without 
deepest shame and detriment, she dare not give away. 

SUPPRESSION OF INTEMPERANCE. 

4. The masses will not be elevated, unless along with 
many other changes Intemperance be put away ; and this 
demands special opposition, as we have seen. Were the 
disuse of alcoholic drinks, except under medical requirement, 
to become general, in six months we should be rid of pros- 
titution by at least a half. Other things being equal, the 
more temperate a people, the more chaste, for very obvious 
reasons. Give them room to live in, something to live on, 
as well as something to live for — give them also moral and 
religious training, with habits of sobriety — and the result 
will be in all respects satisfactory. " The frugal thrift of 
the great bulk of the Swiss population, their distribution, 
over the country in small numbers, the absence of large 
masses of human beings pent up in the reeking atmosphere 
of cities, their constant and intimate association with their 
{^tors, and the hope which every individual cherishes of 
purchasing with his savings a small patch of his beloved 
native soil as a patrimony, seem to discourage prostitution. 
as a trade. The influence of climate, also, must not be 
forgotten ; and Mr. Chambers, in accounting for the general 
good conduct of the Swiss peasantry, lays much stress on 
their temperate habits, the use of intoxicating liquor 
among them being very rare indeed." 

BETTER TREATMENT OF FEMALE WORKERS. 

5, In this country, the whole question of female labour 
and wages stands urgently in need of revision. It is a 
shame that, in these enlightened days, honest, industrious. 
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able-bodied wdmen, labouring with painful industry from 
morning to night, or oft-times far into night, cannot make a 
living ; and may, from this cause alone, be driven into vice 
and self-debasement. Where the blame rests we are not 
prepared to say. At first sight, one is apt to think harshly 
of the man who employs these poor needlewomen to turn 
out his goods, and pays them the insufficient pittance of a 
few, very few, shillings a week. But further consideration 
lays the responsibility, at all events in some measure, on 
those public patrons on whom the trader depends, who run 
determinedly after "great bargains," buying only where 
cheapness is to be found, and consequently favouring or 
forcing the iniquitous system of insufficient wage. And this 
unwholesome state of things is not confined to our own 
country. Dr. Sanger tells us that on the other side of the 
Atlantic, the public sanction a system which enforces 
starvation or crime ; and, for the sake of saving a few cents, 
add their influence to swell the ranks of prostitution, and 
condemn many a poor woman to eternal ruin. " Masters, 
give \mto your servants that which is just and equal; 
knowing that ye also have a Master in heaven," — ^that is a 
solemn command of the Great Lawgiver, which may not Jat^ 
ti-ansgressed with impunity. "Behold, the hire of the 
labourers who have reaped down your fields, which is of fGU. 
kept back by fraud, crieth ; and the cries of them whicb 
have reaped are entered into the ears of the Lord of Sabaotb." 
The cry of the starving, overwrought, sorely-tempted needle- 
women is great in the land; and one of the curses which their 
neglect and oppression bring, is the social evil of prostitution. 
We do not presume to dictate here the remedial means ; but 
we earnestly call attention to the sorrowful facts, and entreat 
that steps in the right direction be taken actively and with- 
out delay. The buyer and the seller are both involved. . 

p 
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Xet both HOB to it. Follov a poor young widow from the 
^workshop, irhere dll Ute at night she has stitched and 
stitched — hov wcaiilj ! In a comfortless home see Iter 
weepiug over & wailing child, or paralytie mother, as in ocUd 
and huuger thev share thrar wretched pittance of food. 
See her straggling dar bj day to remain TirCuous and 
chaste, eking oat their little all by harder and hanler labour; 
but driven at length, in terrible desperation, to rush ap(Hi 
the streets, there to seek the hire which her lawful i-»lling 
has cruelly denied, and which she am only pnrehase by the 
most loathsome of all vocatioDS. and the sacrifice of all 
whiA she personally holds dear. Somehody must be to 
blame for this, "ft ho is it ! Let oonscieoce answer tlta 
quistion and act out the lemeiiv. 

GESERAL BXFOKN I>r FEMALE ATTlBe, 

C. Another great and general Teform, as it se^ras to n^ ' 
ursiutly required, is as regards the anangenaeiit Mnd ono~ 
struitioQ of female attire. Both in this ceuntry and 
elstwheie, lecent attention has be^n directed to tlua nMUer; 
the i^dndal having become great, tfarongfa pecanair ex- 
traTiksHnce. And some hare gnae the length of eonneetiBg 
grenc commercial disaster, utid national distree^ witb tliis 
evil, if not as the main esnse, at least as lar^y contrilmting. 
"niieilier this be true or not. ve do not presame to say; but 
we itiiLt'^itatii^lT repeat our assertion, that a large Mnouat ' 
of prosiiiution is ihus to Ite awounted for. And on that 
giviinj slone, surely there is a strong case made out for a 
tiii.-'.v.ig!i and sjieedy reform of tie whole matter of female 

Dr. ililler appeals specially to hidies on this point ; For 
tiie sake of those youns person; in :h? position of servants 
aad operatives, wh >. so long as the present State of things 
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remains uncbanged, will be tempted to its imitation. Tbeir 
innate love of dress will continue to be fanned into a 
passion; and, in tbe case of many, will reach its gratification 
at whatever cost — perhaps through dishonest dealings 
with the property of others, but more probably through 
the nefarious, degrading barter of personal prostitution. 
Terrible paradox! They will have fine dress to bedeck the 
body ; and they sacrifice the body — ^ay, and the soul too — 
to obtain that dress ! — If ladies will nob use the pruning- 
hook for their own sakes, surely they will not refuse to take 
it up and wield it heartily for the sake of those beneath them, 
who through the sinister force of their example may be 
perishing in thousands ! 

But we have hinted that reform may be needed in the 
arrangement as well as in the construction of female attire. 
Plainness and sobriety of dress are not enough ; carefulness 
of wearing is expedient also. May we not venture to say 
that fashion and custom are to blame in sanctioning such 
exposure of the person, in evening costume, as is otherwise 
inconsistent with the fine sense of true delicacy innate to 
the Virtuous female, and may be fitted to have an unsafe 
influence, unless met by high principle and perfect self-coi> 
trol ? If not so met, may not the result be towards the evil 
we now deprecate? And is it not greatly to be desii'ed, 
therefore, that this source of danger be removed, by more 
careful and becoming arrangement of the apparel — enhancing, 
as it will, the gracefulness of the form, as well as conserving 
the characteristic modesty, of the wearer 1 

IMPROVED EDUCATION OP YOUTH. 

7. There is need of sounder views of physiology in the 
popular mind, as bearing upon our subject. There must be 
plain speaking in reference to this; and we do not flinch 




from it, believing that the time for such [ilaiiuieEs of speech, 
ia fiilly cotne. We have good i-easou to know that a, popular 
delusion an to the pbyaiological bearings of sexual indul- 
gence, on tbe part of the male sex, widely prevails among 
high and low, young and old — fraught with the most 
pernicious coiisiiquences. .... 

What about teaching this to the young, at least of the 
male sesi Will such teaching, carefiflly conducted, tend to 
evil, by eseitiug pruriency! or will it tend to good, by 
convincing both the understanding and the conacience, of 
what is right and tiTie? The question is not without its 
difficulties. Itnch may be said on both sides. But for 
oui'selves, we do not hesitate to state our conviction that 
this truth ought to be taught. Educated youth have a right 
to a knowledge of th6 elementary principles of physiology, 
in whatever profession they may hope to be ; and "we would 
ut^e that Ihii part of that science, so needful for their own 
and the common weal, shoiddnotbe withheld. Xiet youth be 
trained to continence far more faithfully and systematically 
than they ai-e ; and do not fail to cany the intelligent con- 
viction of theii- understandings along with the moral quicken- 
ing of the conscience and the purifying of the heart. 

The way of vii'tue will ever be found the way of healthi 
and honom-, and happiness ; while the sad results of the 
converse, moi-e especially on " the better part " of man — 
affecting not only the individual but the commuaitj at lai^, 

and causing injury which may never be recovered from 

cannot be more faithfully told to youth than in these stirring 
words fi-oni the manly page of Tlionias Carlylo (in big Life 
of Frederick the Great): — "To bum away, in mad waste tie 
divine aromas and plainly celestial elements irom out exis- 
tence ; to change our lioly-of-holies into a place of riot ■ to 
make the soul itself hard, impious, barren ! Surely a day 
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is coming, when it will be known again what virtue is in 
purity and continence of lif ! How divine is the blush of 
young human cheeks ; how high, beneficent, sternly inexor- 
able if forgotten, is the duty laid, not on women only, but 
on every creature, in regard to these particulars ! Well, if 
such a day never come again, then I perceive much else will 
never come. Magnanimity and depth of insight will never 
come; heroic purity of heart and of eye; noble, pious valour, 
to amend us and the age of bronze and lacker, how can they 
ever come? The scandalous bronze-lacker age, of hungry 
animalisms, spiritual impotencies and mendacities, will have 
to run its course till the Pit swallow it." 

NECESSITY FOR CHANGE IN MEDICAL ADVICE AS TO THE 

SIN OP FORNICATION. 

8. One other consideration before leaving this part of the 

subject.* In medical ethics let it be clearly understood, 

* This delicate yet important topic is prudently discussed in a recent 
pamphlet by Professor Francis W. Newman, London. The learned 
Professor strongly advocates, chiefly on moral grounds, similar views to 
those enforced by Dr. Miller. I shall only transcribe the following 
sentences : — " Different in basis, but equally formidable to morals, is the 
notion, that it is useless to struggle for the entire purity of young men : 
and that their temporary unchastity (of course at the expense of women) 
is to be counted on. On all sides, a despair of moral ir^itences is de- 

Slorably prevalent. It must be disowned, and a strict moral practice 
emanded ; else, more and more, we shall see fatal acquiescence in a 
most destructive vice. The European Continent f gives us most awful 
warning. On the whole, I iGjid it impossible to resist the conviction, that 
in all ranks of the me(UcJ>l faculty there is at least a fraction, (highly 
dangerous, if only a fraction,) which actively preaches deadly im- 
morality. . . . It is high time that the rest of the faculty who abhor 
such doctrine should speak aloud; should not only clear their own 
consciences, but aid in purifying our defiled moral atmosphere, by 
proclaiming, as solemnly as the old physicians, the intimate relations 
of chastity and continence with health and strength ; as, of all unchaste 
practices, with disease, weakness and misery." 

+ ** Individual depravity has there been promoted and intensified by the 
insane effort of Governments to remove the effects of sexuaJL vice on womeny 
with a view to make the vice safe to men. — ^That the War Office and Ad- 
miralty, with the example of France before them, shoald have become 
fanatically desirous of solving the same problem b^ the same means, is an 
amazing and quite unexpect^ illtietratioA of official blindness.* 
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that the practitioner who prescribes fornication to any 
patient, under any circumstances whatever, commits a 
heinous offence, not only against morals, but also .^gainst 
both the science and the character of his profession. His 
advice is not more flagrantly immoral than it is disgracefully 
unscientific and unsound. 

ENCOURAGEMENT OF PRUDENT MARRIAGES. 

9. Now as to the question of marriage. "We have spoken 
of two evils appertaining to this; let both be reformed. 
First, in the better ranks, if two young loving hearts can 
see their way to honourable and competent maintenance, let 
them marry; luxury may be absent from their lot — let them 
learn to despise it ; fashion may frown upon them, or gay 
giddy, summer friends look wintry cold — let these be 
estimated at their true value. Marriage is God's institu" 
tion, as already stated, coeval with man himself. God's 
blessing is on it : " male and female created He them, and 
blessed them, and said \into them, Be fruitful, and multiply, 
and replenish the earth." Marriage is the normal state of 
the healthy adult man. Let that be the rule — singleness of 
life the exception. As a consequence, domestic and social 
virtue will flourish, and one part, at least, of prostitution 
will wither and decay. " Let thy fountain be blessed, and 
rejoice with the wife of thy youth," &c. 

Second, let the operative class avoid the hasty premature 
unions to which we formerly alluded, as fraught with little 
else than evil to themselves and others; but when they have 
arrived at the marriageable age — say 20 to 25 ; — ^when they 
meet with a loving partner in life in all respects " equal ; " 
and when, by honest industry, they can secure a home for 
themselves and family — humble, it may be, but suflBcient for 
that maintenance of both body and mind to which their 
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station entitles them — let them marry too, expecting, not in 
vain, like blessings with their betters. To look forward to 
such a happy lot nerves the young man's heart to stem the 
world's tide; and the fire of this pure love will bum too 
hotly, to brook beside it another flame of mere animal lust. 
Let young men learn, in sober industry, to fit themselves to 
be good husbands; and let the community at large help the 
young women to become good wives, by teaching them, 
somehow, something of those household duties, — of which a 
vast majority are deplorably ignorant, but which are quite 
essential to happiness and security in the married state. 
Before marriage, let both sexes learn to be industrious and 
chaste; afterwards they will choose honest labour still, while 
loathing personal defilement and dishonour. 

ELEVATION OP THE MORAL TONE OP SOCIETF. 

10. The moral tone of general society must be raised, in 
two points specially affecting our subject. First, as to the 
harlot. It is commonly said that females, especially of the 
better class, are too bitter against their fallen sisters. In 
some sense and degree this may be true ; but in the main it 
is otherwise. The public mind has become habituated to 
the presence and sight, and almost to the touch of prostitu- 
tion ; and — ^what seems to us most perilous, » sad omen as 
to progress and stability in any State — ^the sense of modest 
delicacy in the female mind appears to have lost something 
of its fine edge in this respect. We blame theatricals greatly 
for this. Of late years the stage has lost much of its tone- 
never very high in our day. The modem play-wright uses 
seduction and gallantry as favourite seasoning to his else 
dull and dreary drama; the ballet throws decency, as to 
personal exposure, very much overboard; and the mixed 
audience brings living harlotry— actively plying its pre- 
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liminary trade — ^to rub shoulders with the fairest aiid*9^^ 
virtuous there. We blaaae modem works of fiction also. 
Not a few of these ai-e tainted fifch impurity ; borrowing 
largely, in this, from the French schocA; and yet they are 
read by old and young with a growing avidity. The mind 
thus becomes familiarised with things and thoughts which, 
if not absolute strangers to it, ought at least to be banished 
and shut out as often as they appear; and we know the 
consequences: — 

'* Vice is a monster of so frightful mien 
As to be hated, needs but to be seen ; 
Yet seen too oft, famiUar with her face, 
We first endure, then pity, then embrace. " 

Secondly, we desire elevation of the moral tone of general 
society as to the whoremonger. A woman falls but once, 
and society turns cold upon her so soon as her offence is 
known. A man falls many times, habitually, confessedly; 
yet society changes her countenance on him but little if at 
all. This ought not to be. Let there be some consistency 
here; and let the known libertine find no favour from female 
society, at aU events ; if not banished irrevocably, let him. 
enjoy the experiences of Coventry, at least for a season; 
and even with his own sex let there be a healthier tone of 
companionship. To quote from a powerful writer in The 
Times — "The time may (should) come when a man may 
shrink from presenting himself in the sacred circle of his 
mother, his sisters, and his other female relatives, reeking 
from secret immorality. . . . Let it be understood that 
even among a man's fellows and associates immorality is a 
thing to bo ashamed of; and at least we should get rid of 
the contagion of vice." Says Milton, in his apology for 
Smectymnuus, " Having had the doctrine of Holy Scriptures 
imfolding these high and chaste mysteries, with timeliest 
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6site ilafttsed, that ' the body is foi* tlie Lord and the Lord 
for the body,' thus also I argirtd it to myself — ^that, if 
imchaajbity id. a woman, i^hom St Paul terms the glory of 
man, be such a scandal and dishonour, then certainly in 
man, who is both the image and glory of God, it must, 
though commonly not so thought, be much more deflowering 
and dishonourable.'* 

As regards the seducer, the case is still more urgent. The 
man who steals or swindles money, goods, or property of any 
sort, is ipso facto an outcast from soeiety, as in-cast to the 
law. The man who steals — ^swindles — what is dearer and 
more precious fer than all that gold can purchase — ^what of 
him? Surely a far sterner fate than what he generally 
receives is richly his due. And were society true to itself 
in this matter, seduction and prostitution were less plentiful 
in our midst. — BtU ought not common law to take cognizance 
of this man ? Wovld it not he vyell that ov/r Justiciary Courts 
laid hold of him, unth a view of imparting some at least of 
tlvat punitive rewo/rd Jie so richly deserves ? 

SUPPRESSION OP IMPROPER ADVERTISEMENTS. 

11. In connection with the subject of public morals, we 
have here to state a grievance which urgently claims reform ; 
namely, the frequent and conspicuous insertion, even in 
newspapers otherwise respectable, of obscene advertisements, 
emanating from a horde of miscreants that prey upon the 
public most disastrously. Partly by pandering to the morbid 
pruriency too common among the young, and partly by 
knavishly working upon the fears of those who have fallen 
from virtue, they drive a large trade in the sale of impure 
books and pamphlets, as well as of nostrums for the alleged 
cure or prevention of disease. The injury done thus to 
their unhappy victims, in both body and mind, and the 



234 

poiflonouB taint imparted to the moral atmoBphere at large^ 
are absolutely inconceivable. Oar best periodicals and 
newspapers, it is true^ sternly exclude all sucb filth ; and no 
pecuniary temptation avails to move them from their honest 
and honourable determination. But in the publications of 
an inferior class, these noxious weeds are permitted to ehow 
themselves in rank luxuriance of growth ; while, as already 
stated, in not a few papers of which better things might 
have been expected, pollution of the page is at least 
occasionaL The remedy is simple. Discountenance by all 
means every print that admits such advertisements, under 
whatever guise or plea ; and, specially, let no feunily table 
receive any paper or periodical whose page but once con- 
tains any such indecency. Shut off from their power of 
respectable publicity, these loathsome vampires of humanity 
will find their food grow scant ; driven from the newspaper, 
they will take to the wall, in placards ; and thither let the 
power of the magistrate follow them — more actively than it 
now does — ^in dragging down their vile indecencies. 

THE LEGITIMATE ACTION OF THE CIVIL POWER. 

12. We desiderate the active influence of the civic power 
— to repress prostitution, not to regulate it. To recognise 
prostitution as "inevitable," a "necessary evil," and to 
regulate its practice, is, disguise it as you may, a fostering 
of that vice. So acting, you will never diminish, but must 
rather increase it; and, in consequence, with a sustained 
and enhanced a/mount of prostitution, however modified 
it may seem in kind, you must lay your account with a 
maintaining, if not enhancing, of syphilis too. Wbere- 
ever you have prostitution on a large scale, you must 
have syphilis more or less proportionate; and, therefore^ 
your proposed attempt at prevention k£ the latter would not 
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only be a public scandal, but a practical blunder to boot — 
"a mockery, a delusion, and a snare." 

Furthermore, need we remind our readers that it is 
another fieJlacy, in no slight degree dangerous, to regard 
syphilis as the main evil of prostitution, and to argue that, if 
that product were successf uly met, the vice itself would prove 
comparatively harmlessl Strip prostitution to-morrow of all 
corporeal consequences, and its pernicious moral effects would 
still leave it a blasting and a blighting curse upon the land. 

Instead, then, of asking the State to recognise, license, 
and regulate prostitution, we would call upon the State to 
put it down. It is not a sin merely affecting the parties 
directly implicated ; it is a crime : in a moral sense, a sin to 
the offenders ; in a political sense, an offence most injurious 
to the community at large. In this respect it is analogous 
to thefb. What would we think of a proposal to license 
thieves and regulate their practice ! the law tenderly caring 
for those lapsed ones, and ministering to them, as thieves, 
with a view to their scathless continuance of their unlawful 
calling ! Is it not a better method as it is, to punish and 
repress the overt acts of theft, while all the while we are 
busy with our ragged schools and other suitable means 
seeking to effect their true prevention ? . . • 

We would have the law to restrain all prostitutes from 
exhibition of themselves, as auch^ in the streets, theatres, or 
other places of public resort In Paris this compliment to 
public decency is paid very efficiently through the agency of 
the police; and so much of their "regulating** system we 
would gladly adopt. Indeed, in this country we are not 
wholly without precedent for this. The mere vagrant is 
taken up, as such; so is the mendicant, importuning the 
passer-by ; why not the prostitute ? Or, if it be thou^t 
too harsh to have her taken up, at least in the first instance, 
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let her at all eventg be iAken off the street at once ; and if^ 
after repeated wartiings, ber offensive publication of herself 
be persisted in, 1^ her then be apprehended, and dealt with 
accordingly.* We deem it to be a duty urgently incumbent 
on the ifaagistrAte, to purge our streets of these obscene and 
(hogerous perambulatoi-s. And brothels we would put down 
with a strong hand, wherever situated ; giving to the police 
the same power over them as over gambling-houses. 

MOBE MERCIFUL TREATMENT OF THE FALLEN. 

13. We desiderate an increase of reformatory means and 
institutions. While we show no mercy or kindness to the 
gystem and trade of prostitution, we would evince no harsh- 
ness, even to the poor prostitutes. It is not by the force 
of terror and intimidation that they are to be weeded out of 
their {miserable state, but by the force of sympathy and 
love. And while we would be kind to all, we would be 
specially so to the newly fallen — to the victims of seduction. 
Scowl on these, and drive them from you, you sink them 

* As corroborative of the view expressed by Profestor Miller, and an 
illostration of what ia at present done in some quarters in the way indi- 
cated, I have pleasure in giving the following letter from Superintendent 
Dewar, Greenock, received too late for insertion under the head of the 
Official Kcffcims, but which may be appropriately introduced here : — 
*' Police Chambers, CNreenock, 8th Feburary, 187L — ^There are this day 
101 prostitutes in Greenock known to the police, exclusive of those in 
the House of Refuge, Prison, Poorhouse, and Infirmary. When the pro- 
vifQms of our local Police Act of 1865 were originally enfohred, and since 
then, the unfortunates who were brought before the court were invariably 
advised to return to their fcUnds and to the paths of rectitude, or to go 
to the House of Refuge. <jbiisiderable sums were expended in clothing 
them decently and sending them hvme to their friends, and these offers 
having in numerous cases been accepted, many were thereby rescued Arom 
the life of infamy which thejr v«re leading. When, however, these offers 
were disregarded, and when parties returned to their evil ways, after 
endeavours for their reformation had been made, the magistrates felt 
justified in putting the law in force against thom*" 
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deeper and deeper into tlie miry clay. Beckon them back, 
< rather ; and give them a helping hand, IM "w^ell as a friendly 
look, to lift them up again, 

THE PULPIT. 

14. We must conclude, and yet we cannot leave tbift 
imperfect enumeration of remedial means without at least, 
naming the gi*eatest of them all, that which bears down all 
vice and immorality, of every form and degree — the faithful 
preaching of the Gospel — ^the promulgation of that faith 
which alone, of all creeds under the sun, inculcates chastity 
purely on moral and religious grounds. As that power is 
brought more and more to bear upon the masses, they will 
obtain their true power of elevation. Other things may 
raise, but this raises higher than all; and, moreover, this 
alone — personal religion in the individual heart — lUna. the 
power of keeping up the elevation. 

The pulpit, as well as the platform, has been fairly roused 
against the crying sin of intemperance, and many a power- 
ful sermon is being preached against that debasing vice. 
We would not have one fewer of these; but, while that 
good work is both continued and enlarged, we would ask 
the clergy to consider whether the sin of uncleanawss, with 
all its manifold evils, concomitant and resttlting, be not quite 
as frequent and flagrant in our midst, and as urgently 
waiting for the GrospeFs remedy. Such consideration, %e 
cannot doubt, would lead many to bewail past remissness in 
this, and add them as zealous felldns-labourers with those 
who " have not shunned to declare all the counsel of Grod." 

Are we told that our scheme^ h Utopian? We answer 
that it might be liable to such a stigma, were onr ex- 
pectations instant. ^To contemplate an immediate cure, by 
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Bach or any appliances, -weve indeed foolish. 

means wjiich aoienee, reason, and religion 

to await the due reeults of such working, in faith, hop^i 

patience, is ao utopianisitt 



"Let 



then, be op and Aaiag, 

[Battling bravely for oar fate ;] 
^ill BcliieTiitg, still punning, 
Xjean to labuar and to wait. " 
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VIDIMUS OF PROSTITUTION IN NEW-TOEK. 

The greater part of my own publication had been prepared 
for the press before I met with Dr. Sanger's work. Else- 
where I have given an extract or two from it, and believe 
that the following sunmiary, as given by the author, 
will be perused with interest by British readers. The 
volume, of 686 pages, is entitled " The History of Prostitu- 
tution: its Extent, Causes, and Effects throughout the 
World." By William W. Sanger, M.D., Resident Physician, 
Blackwell's Island, New York City. The book was re- 
published in 1858, by Sampson Low, Son, & Co., London. 
^ The task (says Dr. Sanger) is completed, and the reader^s 
attention may be invited to the various facts substantiated, 
as embodied in the following recapitulation : — 

There are six thousjmd public prostitutes in New-York-— 
the majority are from fifteen to twenty-five years old. 

Thi-ee-eighths of them were bom in the United States. 

Many of those born abroad came here poor, to improve 
their condition. 

Education is at a very low standard with them. 

One-fifth of them are married women. 

One-half of them have given birth to children, and moro 
than one-half of these children are illegitimate. 

The ratio of mortality among children of prostitutes is 
four times greater than the ordinary ratio among children in 
New-York. 

Many of these children are living in the abodes of vice and 
obscenity. 
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■^ The majority of these womea have been prostitutes for less 
than four yeai-s. 

The average duration of a prostitute's life is only four years. 

Nearly one-half of the prostitutes in New-York admit 
that they are or have been sufferers from syphilis. 

Seduction ; destitution ; ill treatment by parents, hus- 
bands, or relatives ; intemperance ; and bad company, are 
the main causes of prostitution. 

Women in this city have not suflScient means of employment. 

Their employment is inadequately remunerative. 

The associations of many employments are prejudicial to 
morality. 

Six-sevenths of the prostitutes drink intoxicating liquors 
to a gi-eater or less extent. 

Parental influences induce habits of intoxication. 

A professed respect for religion is common among them. 

A capital of nearly four millions of dollars is invested in 
the business of prostitution. 

The annual expenditure on account of prostitution is more 
than seven miliums of dollars. 

Prohibitory measures have signally failed to suppress or 
check prostitution. 

A necessity exists for some action. 

Motives of policy require a change in the mode of procedure. 
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"AN EXPOSUEE OF PROSTITUTION." 

OPINIONS OF THE PRESS. 

The Spectator (London), Sept. 16, 1843. — The remedies pro- 
posed are less impracticable than many that are put forwaixi. 

N^cmconformist, — Mr. Logan's pamphlet is a frightful 
picture drawn from personal knowledge. It is full of vivid 
portraiture, containing statements which make the flesh 
creep, and agonise every nerve of moral sensibility. 

The Patriot. — ^This is a pamphlet which demands im* 
"^lediate and solemn attention. Its statistical facts are 
evidently correct, and the statements are truly appalling. 

Sunday School Magazine. — Without exception this is the 
most appalling disclosure of vice we ever read. It is marked 
by the purity of its language. 

Wesley am, Association Magazine. — The statements are 
deeply appalling, and are calculated to excite benevolent 
eflbrte to rescue the poor deluded victims. • 

Dr. Campbell in the Christian Witnes!^. — Mr. L. has per- 
formed a signal service to the public. He has made astounding 
revelations concerning the present condition of society. He 
has handled a dreadful subject with a delicacy, a discretion, 
and an effectiveness which it were not easy to exceed. 

Liverpool Mercury. — We have here a catalogue of horrible 
and astounding facts given with a plainness, simplicity, 
and truthfulness, which must astonish and appal the real 
friends of the human race. The horrors are detailed in a 
manner which raises not an impure thought, and the argu- 
ments founded upon them bespeak the reflecting and in- 
telligent mind of the author. 

Gateshead Observer. — ^We commend the author tor his 
boldness. He has done his work delicately and yet courage- 
ously. Not one word has he written that can minister to 
vice. On the contrary, all that he has published is calculated 
to do great good. He has exposed the fearful prevalence 
of a sin which society looks upon with mischlovous lenity, 
although its ravages are most awful. 



Birmingham Pilot. — We sincerely trust that the auoceaa- 
ful example of Mr. L. will stimulate others to cultivate 
eveii thix neglected fieU. 

Temperimce Recorder (Ipswich).— HI 03t important infor- 
mation, very prudently and delicately handled. Wb 
recummend the perusal of it to all moral reformera. 

Ghtsgoio Citixen, Ma/rch 25, 1S4S. — ^The publication, is 
brief and earnest, but coutains a terrible amount of damning 
evidence aa to the extent and various forms of the evil, par- 
ticularly in our own city. Mr. L. has been a close and 
faithful observer of the working of the evil in our city, 
and his statements should be read by all trho desire to see 
that evil abated and eradicated. 

(Jktsgov} Arffus.^-Mi. Logan has brought to light meet 
astfiunding revelations ; and, if nothing more is done than 
awakening the moral and religious ]iublic to a sense of the 
enoi'mities practised in all large cities, tho pamphlet caonot 
have been written in vain. 

Glas'jom Salv/nlay Evening Post. — We direct the reader's 
attention to the painful facts so skilfully, and at the same 
time, BO delicately brought forward by the author, and 
heartily commend their perusal to the general public 

Christian Journal. — The qriestion is, will a person rise 
from a perusal of the book with more or with less horror of 
tho vice described, than when he snt down! — and by this 
teat we are bound to look upon Mr. Logan's effort as a ' 
service to jiure morality. 

Tail's Jidinburgh Magazine. — Another horrible record ; 
but with fewer incredible-looking geneml averments and in- 
ferences than we have seen in works of tliis nature. 

Vniled SecesHcm (now the Vnited Presbyterian) Magazine. 
— This is an interesting pamphlet on an exceedingly painful 
subject. To the Christian philanthropist, we recommend this 
little volume, in which he will find a mass of facts which will 
startle and gi-ieve him, but nothing to offend his delicacy. 

Fi^e Church Magazine. — This terrible pamphlet reveals 
such a fearful state of matters, which criea aloud for some 
immediate and effectual i-emedy. 
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